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Stote- Abbey, in. Devonſhire, Eſq; 


Dear STIR, © | . 
S your honoured father was pleaſed to make 
| A choice of me to anſwer in your name at the font, 
and to exerciſe a fort of guardianſhip over your ſpi- 
ritual intereſts 3 permit me, by putting theſe little tre:a- 
tiſes into your hand, to fulfil fume part of that ſolemn. 
obligation. | 3 „ 
Gratitude for many ſignal favours, and a conſcien- 
tous regard to my ſacred engagement, have long ago 
inipired my breaſt with the warmeſt wiſhes, both for 
jour true dignity, and real happineſs, Nor can I think. 
of a more endearing, or a more effectual way of ad- 
vancing either the one or the other, than to ſet before. 
you a ſketch of your excellent father's character 
lluſtrious examples are the moſt winning incitements. 
to virtue: and none can come attended with ſuch par- 


icular rerommendations to you as the pattern of that. 


worthy perſon, from whom, under a gracious Gop, 
jou derive your very being, 2 


»W 


A MosT cordial and reverential efeem for the dis. 
Une word, was one of his remarkable qualities. Thoſe. 
imcles of Heaven were his principal delight, and his. 
leparable companions. Your gardens, your ſolitary, 
alks, and the hedges of your fields, can witneſs, with 
Wat an unwearied aſſiduity he exerciſed himſelf E 3 

| | | | | n 


— 
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the Jaw of the Loxyd. From hence he fetched his 
maxims of wiſdom, and-formed his judgment of things, 


| 5 The ſacred precepis were the model of his tempers, 


and the guide of his life, while the precious promiſe 


were the joy of his heart, and his portion tor ever, 


IMPROVING company was another of his moſt 


reliſhing pleaſures. Few gentlemen. were better fur. 


niſnhed, either with richneſs of fancy, or copiouſnchs 
of expreſſion, to bear a ſhining part in converſation, 


Wich thele talents, he always endeavoured to give 


ſome uſeful, and generally ſome religious turn to the 


| difcourſe, Nor did he ever reflect witit greater com. 


placency, on his ſocial hours, than when they tended 
to glorify the eternal Majeſty ; and to awaken in him- 


- {elf and others, a more lively ſenſe of devotion, 


To pre tor the good of others, was his frequent 
ftudy.; and to carry thoſe benevolent contrivances in | 


execution, his favourite employ. When vilited by the 
young perſons of the neighbourhood, far from taking 


an ungraceful pride to initiate tnem in debauchery, or 


confirm them in a riotous habit; it was his incefſunt 
alm, by finely-adapted perſuaſives, to encourage them 
jn induſtry, and eſtabliſh them in a courſe of fobricty; 
to guard them againſt the allurements of vice, and 


animate them with the principles of piety. A noble 


© Kind of hofpitaliry thi: || which will probably tranſmit! 


its beneficial influence to their earthly pofleſſions; 10 


their future families; and even to their everlaiting ſtate, 


A convicTicn of human indigence, and a tho- 
rough per ſuaſion of the divine all- ſufficiency, induced 


him to be frequent: in prayer. To proftrate himſelf 


in profound aduraticn, before that intinitcly exalted 
Being, who dwclls in light inacceflible, was i- glory: 
to implore the conti uance of the almighty t«voury 
and the increaſe ot all Chriſtian graces, was his gi! 
In thoſe moments, no doubt, he remembered you, 
Sir, with a particular earneſtneſs; and lodged uu. 


an ardent pciition in the court of Heaven, iv 


Aa ä 2 
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PTDOECATION: i 
ki: infant-ſon. Ceaſe not to ſecond them with your 
own devout ſupplications, that they may deſcend up- 
on your head, “ in the fulneſs of the bleſſings of- the - - 
| © goſpel of peace.“ EY © 1 
4 | Ko 
To give their genuine luſtre to all his other endow- 
ments he was careful to maintain an humble mind, 
Though his friends might admire his ſuperior abilities, 
or his acquaintance applaud his exemplary behaviour, 
ke ſaw how far he fell ſhort of the mark of his high 
calling: ſaw, and lamented his defects: ſaw, and re- 
nounced himſelf: relying, for final acceptance, and 
endleſs felicity, on a better righteouſneſs than his own; 
even on the tranſcendently perte& righteouſneſs, and 
inconceivably precious death of JesUs the Redeemer, 
This was the rock of his hope, and the very crown 
of his rejoicing, e 


Tuxer, Sir, are ſome of the diſtinguiſhing cha- 
ncteriſties of your deceaſed parent. And, as you had 
the misfortune to loſe ſo valuable a relative, before you 
ms capable of forming any acquaintance with his 
perſon 3 I flatter myſelf, you will the more attentive- 
y obſerye his picture. This his moral picture; de- 
honed, not to be ſet in gold, or ſparkle in enamel, 
vt to breathe in your ſpirit, and to live in all your 
tonduct.— Which, though it be entirely your own, 
culated purely for yourſelf, may poſfibly, (like the 
knily-pieces in your parlour, that glance an eye upon 
many as enter the room), make ſome pleaſing and 
Iful impreſſion on every bebo!der.— May every one, 
armed with the beautiful image, catch its reſem- 
Jance 3 and each, in his reſpective ſphere, © go and 
do likewiſe.” | 5 


Du r you, Sir, are peculiarly concerned to copy the 
Mable Original. As the order of an indulgent pro- 
lence, has made you heir of the a fuent circum- 


* ces; let not a gay and thoughtleſs inadvertance, cut 
9 olf from the richer inheritance of theſe noble qua- 


ions, —Lhcſc will be your ſecurity amidſt all the 
Eo | 05 glittering 
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glittering dangers ; which are inſeparable from bloom. 

* inp years, and an elevated ſituation in life. Theſe are 
your path, your ſure and only path, to true greatneſz, 
and folid happineſs.- Tread in theſe ſteps, and 
-you cannot fail of being the darling of your friends, 
and the favourite of Heaven, Tread in theſe ſteps, 
and you will give ine xpreſſible joy to one of the beſt 

-> of mothers; you will become an extenſive bleſſing to 
Four fellow- creatures; and which, after ſuch moſt eu- 
_ © gaging motives, is ſcarce worthy to be mentioned, you 

wil be the delight, the honour, and the boaſt of, 


* 


Dear Sir, 


Tur maſt af eflionate Godfather, 
Ard faithful humble ſervant, 


Weſtor-Favel, near 
Northampton, 
Ju 044 0747s 
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7 have already exerciſed our ſpeculations on the 
tombs and flowers; ſurveying nature covered 
with the deepeſt horrors, and arrayed in the richeſt 
beauties, Allegory taught many of the objects to ſpeak. 
the language of virtue ; while imagination lent her co- 
luring, to give the leſſons an engaging air. And 
this with a view of imitating that divine Inſtructor; 
who commiſſioned the lily *, in her filver ſuit, to remon- 
rate in the ear of unbelieving reaſon : who ſent his diſ. 
ciples, (men ordained to teach the untverſe), to learn 
maxims of the laſt importance from the moſt infignificant- 
birds *, that wander through the paths of the air ; from 
the very meaneſt herbs ®, that are ſcattered over the 
ace of the F ground, 


E mboldened 


Matth. vi. 26. 28. 29. 30. | | 
f C:lehrated writers, as Demoſthenes and Cicero, Thucydides and Lis 
are obſerved to have a ſtile peculiar to themſelves. Now, 
oevet conſiders the dif. ourſes of Chriſt, will find a tile by which 
t remarkably diſtinguiſh:s himſclf, aud which may properly be called 
IS OW N. Majeſtic, yet familiar; happily uniting dignity with 
vadeſcenſion ; it eonſiſts in teaching his followers the ſublimeſi traths, 
V ſpiritu iliaing on the moſt common occurrences : which, be ides its 
ing level to tlie loweſt apptehenſions; and admirably ad ipted to, 
bal into the, moſt inattentive heart; is aceompanied with this ve 
gular ad ntage, that it turns even the ſphere of b«ſiz-ſs into a 
nl of inſtruction; and renders the moſt ordinary objects a ſet of 
Mmitors, ever ſoliciting our regard. becauſe ever preſent to our 


Mes. —50 that | believe, it may he (aid of this ami .ble methad, in 
ch our Log D conveyed; as well as of that powerful energy, which 

Kadkd his doct ines; That never man ſpate like this man. The 
| SP : 5 barveſs _ 
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life, and grand operation: which meralixe on the miſt 


to dreſs her perſon, and diſplay her charms ; ts engage 


the earth, of their admirable properties, and beneficial 
changes, has always afforded the moſt exalted gra- 


noble delights, 


Proper for ſedate conſideration. All circumſtances (ns 


ter of valuable wheat, or deſpicable tares ; and accordingly be boch 
ed in man ſions of everlaſting ſecurity, or conſigned over to the 14g 


zig the ſinny prey. —But, for a fur;ber illuſtration of this no 


- . . 5 a "vB N $8 
valuable note, in Sir Jaac Newton's Oblervations vn the prophecies 


Emboldened by the kind acceptance of the pre. 
ceding ſketches, I beg leave to confide in the ſame he. 


nevolence of taſte; for the protection and ſupport rf the | 
to remaining eſſays ; which exhibit a proſpect / (ii 


Cofnpoſed, and moſt magnificent appearances of thing, 
In which fancy is again ſuffered to introduce her 
zmagery ; but only as the handmaid of truth: in order 


the attention, and win the love, even of the gay, and 
of the faſhionable. Which is more likely to be fecbed, 
by forming agreeable pictures of nature, and acriviig | 
inſtructive obſervations ; than by the laborious mit had 
of long-deduced arguments, er cloſe connected rea- 
fenings.= The contemplation of the hevens and 


tiſication to the human mind. In compliance with thit 
prevailing taſle, I have drawn my ſerious adn iti 
From the jtupendous theatre, and variegated ſcenary if 
the univerſe. That the reader may learn his duty, 
frem his very pleaſures : may gather witdom, ming 


, 


with virtue, from the moſt refined entertainments, ald 


The evening, drawing her fables over the world 
and gently darkening into Night, is a ſeaſen peculiarly 


N approsching, he reminds his diſciples of a far more impot. 
tant harveſt, John iv. 35. Matth. xiii, 39. when immortal beings 
mall bereaved trom the grave, and gathered in from all the quarters 
of the earth; when every human creature ſhall ſoſtain the charac 


ogunquenuchablec fire. In his charge to fiſbcrmen. when they die 
commencing preachers, Matth iv. 19. he czhorts them, contorms ſent, 
ably to the nature of their late occupation, to uſe the ſame ce tran 
aud addreſs in winning fouls, as they were wont to exercite in carey UF 


lefs ujeful, than curious ſubject, I would refer my 1£2der to! moſt irue 


| Pp. 148. 4to edition. 5 | a 8 : city 
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ur, fo huſb our paſſions, and ſoothe our cares to tempt 


tur feps abroad, and prompt our thoughts to ſerious 5 


reflection. | 
hen is the time, 
For . thoſe whom wiſdom, and whom nature 
charm, | | 
To ſteal themſelves from the degen'rate croud, 
And ſoar above this little ſcene of things; 
To tread low-thoughted vice beneath their feet; 
To ſoothe the throbbing paſſions into peace; 
And woo lone quiet in her ſilent walks “. 


* 


- 


The favour I would ſolicit for the firſt of the follows 
ing compoſitions is, That it may be permitted to attend, 


in ſuch retired and contemplative excurſtons. To attend, 
if nat under the character of a friend, at leaſt in tba 
humble capacity of a ſervant, or a page: ——as @ 
ſervant, to open the door of meditation, and remove 
every impediment fo thoſe beſt exerciſes of the mind: 
which blend advantage with amuſement, and improve 


while they deiight : —- as a page, to gather up the 


unſtable, flutuating train of fancy ; and collect her 
fickle powers into a conſiſtent, regular, and uſeful habit 
of thinking. 5 TG, 


The other, converſant among the ſtarry regions, 


wad lead the imagination through tbiſe beautiful 


racks of unclouded azure ; and point out to the judge 


ment, ſome of thoſe aſioniſhing particulars, which 5 
eminently fagnalize the celeſtial worlds. A profpett 
this, to which curioſity attracts our eyes, and to which 


ſeripture itſelf often directs our ſtudy. A proſpect, of 5 


al others moſt excellently calculated, to enlarge the 
ſad, and ennoble its-conceptions ;——to give the high- 
iſt apprehenſions of the everlaſting GoD, and create 
ſentiments of becoming ſuperiority, with relation to all 
ranlitory intereſts ; — in a word, to furniſh faith 
wth the ſureſt foundaticn, fer a fleady affiance, and 
ue magnanimity of ſpirit ; to afford piety the ſtrong- 
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eſt motives, both for a lively gratitude, and preſcund 
veneration. 9 
While Galilæo lifts his tube, and diſcovers the pri. 
digious magnitude of theſe radiant orbs ;—whilt 
Newton meaſures. their amazing diffances, and unite; 
the whole ſyſtem, in harmonious order, by the ſubtle in. 
uences of attraction: I would only, like the herald 
before that illuſtrious Hebrew *, proclaim at every 
turn, Bow the knee, and adore the almighty Maler; 
«©. mapnify his eternal name, and make his praiſe, like 
& all his works, to be glorious ® 


Gen. xli. 43. 
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A Delightful evening- wall; the unmoleſted enjayment 
of ſuch pleaſures, owing to our late victory 
mer the rebels, 11——The ſetting ſun, 16—— Ti- 
light ; its uſefulneſs ; ſerious conſideration, 17=—The 
dry coolneſs 3 its beneficial influence an nature; returns 
of ſolitude equally uſeful to man, 18— Angels our ſpec- 
fatersz God ever preſent ; comfortable improvement of 
this truth, 19 The day ended; the fwiftneſs, the ſhort». 
neſs of time; the work to be done while it laſts; to 
ſquander it away, the meſt dæſtructive extravagance, 
2i= The profeund ſilence, 25— Univerſal ceſſation of bu- 
fineſs, 26—The variations of nature pleaſing and advans 
tageotts, 290—Darkneſs, the obliging manner of its taking 
place ; wild beaſts of the deſart, and ſavages in human © 
ſhape, make uſe of this opportunity, 31—Darkneſs ren- 
| ders the leaft ſpark viſible z and at the ſame time, ſnatches 
from our ſight, all the lovely diſtindtions of things, 33 
deep; its chearing nature; the gift of Heapen; 
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vidence in guarding our ſlumbers, 35— Dreams ; their 
| unaccountable oddneſs ; many peeple's waking thoughts . * es 
no leſs chimerical, 39— 4 very ſingular, and very happy + . , 
circumſtance, attending ſleep and dreams, 41—Ghoſts ; u we 
unreaſonable timorouſneſs on this fanciful cccafien ; the - 
true object of fear; the reality and deſign of apparitions, _ 
deduced from a paſſage in Job 42—The owl; its gloomy © 
diſagſtion; the unholy incapable of reliſhing the delights 
of heaven, 479—0w! ſcreaming ſuppe/ed to be a token of 
death; the many real preſages of this great change nl 
duepreparation pointed cut, and preſſed, 48—The nightin- 
gale; her charming ſong z entertains the lovers of re- 
lirement; how to have a ſweeter melody in our own - 
breaſts, 51—The very, different circumſtances of man- 
tind, particularly of the gay and the afflifted : addreſs + 
1 the devotees of mirth and ſenſuality, 52—The glow- 
Vol. II. "0.3 worm, 


. 


— 11 
"2.4 
7; 4 


Z 
£4 
# 
Aa - 


4 


, _ "+. "THE C O NT EN TS. 
worm, and ignis fatuus ; the pleaſures of the world, and 


| powers of unenlightened reaſon, 55—A comet; imagined 


to be the forerunner of judgments ; licentiouſneſs abound. 


ing in a nation, a much more formidable omen; the diften. 


per among the cattle, 57—Northern lights; the panic 
ue occaſion; the general conflagration, 59—The moon 


ring; brightens as ſhe advances ; fuch ſhould be dur 
moral conduct, 61—Moon opens a majeſtic ſcene; hoy 


worthy our admiration, ibid. — Moon, a moſt ſerviceable 
appendage to our globe, 64 Moon ſhines with derivative 


. tight; Chriſtians receive their all from their Saviour, 6; 


Moon always varying; Me things of this world liable 
to perpetual vicifſitudes ; our ewn righteouſneſs unequal 


and imperſect, our Redeemer's complete, and alway; the 


fame, 66— Moon under an eclipſe; gazed at by multi- 


tudet; the faults of eminent perſons ſeldom eſcape cbſer. 


vation, 70—Moon reflected by the ocean; the virtues if 


perſons in diſtinguiſhed ſtations, influential on others, 


72 Moon actuates the ſea; the everlaſting joys of bea. 


ven attract and refine the affefisns, ibid,—Prayer a * 
reaſonable ſervice ; praiſe a delightful duty; with devout 


recollections proper for the night, 73. 
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immemoria 
The conſcious moon, through ev'ry diſtant age, 


Has held a lamp to Wiſdom. 


Night is fair Virtues 
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0 ON THE 


us buſineſs of the day diſpatched, * tire 
ſultry heats abated, invited me to the recrea- 
tion of a walk : a walk, in one of the Aineſt 
receſſes of the country; and in one of the molt plea» 
ſant evenings, which the ſummer-ſeaſon produced. 
The limes and elms, uniting their branches over 
my head, formed a verdant canopy, and caſt a moſt: 
refreſhing ſhade. Under my feet lay a carpet of na- 
ture's velvet; grails intermingled with mols, and em- 
broidered with flowers. Jelinines, in conjunction 
wich woodbiges, twined around the trees; dilplaying. 
their artie/s e to the eye, and diffuſing their 
delicious fweets through the air. Oa either fide, the 
boughs, rounded into a ſet of regular arches, opened 
a view into the diſtant fields, and preſented me with a. 
a proſpect of the bending ſkies. The little birds, all 
Pyous and grateful for the favours of the light, were: 
paying their acknowiedgments in a tribute: of harmas» 
95 and ſoothing themſelves to reſt with ſongs. While: 
a French. horn, from a neighbouring ſeat, ſent its. 
mclodious accents, ſoftened by the length of their pal: 
g. to complete the concert of the grove. | 
Roving in this moſt agrecable manner, my thoughts; 
vere exerciſed on a ſubject, more delightful than cae: 
8 3 | | 3 
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2 CONTEMPLATIONS 
fJeaſon, or the ſcene, I mean our late ſignal vi 
over the united forces of inteſtine treajon, and foreign 

invaſion. A victory, which pours joy through the 

preſent age, and will tranſmit its influences to genera- 
tions yet unborn, Are not all the bleſſings, which 
can endear ſociety, or render life itſelf deſirable, cen- 
tered in our preſent happy conſtitution, and auſyicin 
government? And were they not all ſtruck at, by 
that impious and horrid blow, meditated at Name; 
levelled by France; and ſeconded by factious ſpirits 
at heme? Who then can be ſufficiently thank1ul, for 
the gracious interpoſition of Providence; which has 
not only averted the impending ruin, but turned 
it, with aggravated confuſion, on the authors of our 
troubles? | | | 
Mi-ethinks, every thing valuable, which I poiſcſs 
every thing charming, which I behold 3 conſpire to 

enhance this ever-memorable event. To this it i 

- owing, that I can ramble unmoleſted along the vale of 
Frivate life, and taſte all the innocent ſatisfactions of 

à contemplative retirement. Had rcbellion* ſucceed 
ed in her deteſtable defigns :. inſtead of walking with 
| e and complacence in theſe flowery paths, I wigh 
have met the ain with his dagger: or have beet 

- obliged to provide for my fafety, by abandoning m 
babitation,—Farcwell then, ye fragrant ſhades ; ſcat 

of meditation, and calm repoſe} 1 thould have beet 

driven from your ved retreats, to make way 10 
ſome inſulting vifior, — Farc well, then, ye pleaſing toll 
and wholeſome amuſc ments of my rural hours 
mould no more have reared the tender wer to tl 
= fun; no wore have taught the e/palier to cxpand be 
= boughs; nor have fetched, any longer, from my 4 
= chene garden, the pureſt ſupplies of health. 

Hlad rebellion ſucceeded in her deteſtable defigns 

"Inſtead ot being regalcd. with the mic of the wi 


* Referring to the rebellion, ſet on foot in the year 17455 
4 . hich, for teveral months, made a very alarming picgret- in 
. N but was happily extinguiſlied by the glorious aud d 
| Ave. batus. of Calladen. . = ol 
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ON THE NIGHT. 13 


[might have been alarmed with the ſound of the trum» 
pet, and all the thunder of war, Inſtead of being en- 
tertained with this beautiful landſtip, I might have be- 
held our houſes ranſacked, and our villages plundered ; 
| night have beheld our fenced cities encompaſſed 
with armies, and our fruittul fields“ clothed with 
deſolation;“ or have been ſhocked with the {till more 
rightful images of * garments rolled in blood,” and 
of a ruffi in's blade recking from a brother's heart. 
Inſtead of peace, with her chearing olives, ſheltering 
our abodes; initcad of juice, with her impartial tcale, 
ſecuring our goods; perſecution had brandiſhed her 
ſword, and la very clanked her chains. ns 
Nor are theie miſcrics imaginary only, or the 
creatures of a groundleſs panic. There are, in a 
neigubouring kingdom, who very lately experienced 
them in all their rigour “. And, if the malignant 
ſpirit of Popery, had forced itſelf into our church; 
it an abjured Pretender, had cut his way to our throne; 
ve could have no reaſon toexp:cta mitigation of their 
verity, on our behalf. But, ſuppoſing the ten- 
er mercies of a bigotted uſurper, to have been ſome- 
phat leſs cruel; yet where, alas l would have been 
the encouragement, to cultivate our little portion; or 
what pleaſure could ariſe, from an improved ſpot; if 
both the one and the other lay, every moment, at 
lie mercy of laue Fower his embittering cir- 
wnttance would ipoil their reliſh; and by rendering 
hem a precarzous, would render them a 7oylejs ac- 
Wuilition, —— In vein, might the vine tpread her 
purple cluſters; in vain, be laviſh ot her generous 
Juices ; it Zyranny, like a ravenous harpy, ſhould be 
Ways hovering over the bowl, and ready to tuatch it 
dom the lip ot indir. „ 15 . 
Liberty, that dearcit of names; and property, that 


* ee a pamphlet, intitled, Popery always the ſame. V hich con- 
Ws narrative of, the per/ecutions, and ſevere haidiliyps, lately 
Mettau by the Proteſtorts, in the ſouthern parts of France; and cloics 
Ma moſt ſegſonable, ular ming 
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g, and /piricd adare/s to the inhabitants. 
| eat Bain. Printed 1746. 1 TOUS 
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0 0 NTEMPLATIONS 
beft of charters; give an additional, an iuexpreſfible 
- Charm, to every delightful obje&t.——See how the 
\, declining ſun has beautified the weftern clouds ; his 
arrayed them in crimſon, and ſkirted them with gold. 
Such a refinement of our dameſtic bliſs, is property; 
ſuch an improvement of our public privileges, is liber. 
ty. — When the lamp of day ſhall entirely with. 
draw his beams, there will {till remain the farne col. 
lection of floating vapours ; but O how changed, 
tow gloomy ! The carnation bluſhes no more; the 
3 edgings are gone; and all the lovely tinges are 
Toft, in a leaden coloured louring ſadneſs. Such would 
be the aſpect, of all theſe ſcehes of beauty; all theſe 
- abodes of pleaſure; if expolcd continually to the 
Caprice of arbitrary ſway, or held in a ſtate of abj.& 

and eringing dependence,  _ 

Ihe light of heaven has almoſt finiſhed his day 
race, and haſtens to the goal. He deſcends lower 
and lower ; till his chariot wheels ſcem to hover on 
| the utmoſt 'verge of day. And, what is fomewhat 
remarkable, his orb, upon the point of fetting, grows 
broader: the ſhadows, juſt before they are loſt in 
- Uadiſtinguiſhed darkacls, are ſurprifingly lengthened ®, 
ke bleſſings, little prized, while p/c/ed : but 
highly eltcemcd; the very inſtant they ave preparing 
for their fight; bitterly regretted when once tnc) are 

gone, and to be {cen no more. | 
II! be radiant globe is, now, halt immerſed beneath 
the duſky carth. He is taking his leave of our hemib 
phere, and gilds the plains with a languid luſtre.— 
t, could I view the a, at this junéture, it would 
yield a moſt amuſing and curious ipectacle. Ib 
rays, ſtriking horizontally on the liquid clemcnt, 
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ive it the appearance of floating glals: or, 16 
Recke in many a different direction, form 4 
beautiful multiplicity of colours. — A ranger, 
as he walks along the ſandy beach; and, loſt in pen. 
= five attention, liſtens to the murmurings of dhe, 
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reſtleſs flood 3 is agreeably alarmed by the gay decora- 
tions of the ſurface. With entertainment, and with 
wonder, he fees the curling waves, here gliſtering 
with white, there glowing with purple; in one place, 
wearing an azure tincture; in another, glancing a 
caſt of undulating green; in the whole, exhibiting a 
piece of Nuid ſcenary, that may vie with yonder penſil 
tapeſtries, though wrought in the loom, and tinged 
with the dyes of heaven J 
But, while I am tranſported by fancy to the ſhores 
of the ocean, the great luminary 1s ſunk beneath the 
horizon, and totally diſappears. The whole face of 
the greund is overſpread"with ſhades; or with, what 
one of the fineſt painters of nature calls, a dun chſcu- 
rity, Only a few very ſuperior eminences .are tipt 
with ſtreaming filver. The tops of groves, and lofty 
towers, catch the /aft ſmiles of day *; are ſtill irradia- 
ted by the departing beams.—But, oh | how tranfient 
z the diſtinCtion 1 how momentary the gift! Like all 
the blefſings, which mortals enjoy below, it is gone, 
aimoſt as ſoon as granted. Ste! how languiſhingly it 
trembles on the leafy ſpire; and glimmers, with a dy- 
ing faintneſs, on the mountain's brow. The litile vi- 
racity, that remains, decays every moment. It can no 
longer hold its ſtation, While 1 ſpeak, it expires ; 
and reſigns the world to the gradual approach of night. 
twilight grey _ | 6 
Has in her ſober liv'ry all things clad ?. > 


Every object, a little while ago, glared with light; 
tot now, all appears under a more qualified luſtre. 
Ihe animals harmonize with the inſenſible creation; 
ind what was gay in thoſe, as well as glittering in 
this, gives place to an univerſal gravity. In the ma- 
Sus, all was jocund and ſportive: but now the 
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* Fee this remarkable appearance, delicately deſcribed, and 
moveht into a compariſon, which, in my opinion, is one of the 
act juſt, beautiful, and noble pieces of imagery, to be found in 
koern poetry. | N'ght- Thoughts, No II. p. 42 4to Edit. 
H f Milt. Par. Left, B. iv. J. 398. F LESS das 5 FA Ang 
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gameſome lambs are grown weary of their frolice, 
and the tired ſhepherd has impoſed filence on his pipe, 
. In the branches, all was ſprightlineſs and ſong: but 
F now the lively green is wrapt in the deſcendin 
glooms; and no tuneful airs are heard, but only the 
plaintive ſtock· dove, cooing mournfully through the 
groove. Should I. now be vain and trifling, the 
= heavens and the earth would rebuke my unſeaſonable 
H1levity. Therefore, be theſe moments devoted t 
thoughts, /edate, as the cloſing day; /olemn, as the 
face of things. And, indeed, however my focill 
hours are enlivened with innocent pleaſantry, let every 
evening, in her ſable habit, toll the bell to /erizus con- 
ſideration. Nothing can be more proper, for a crea- 
ture that borders upon eternity, and is haſting conti. 
- nually to his final audit; than daily to ſt away from 
the circle of amuſements, and frequently to relinquiſh 
the hurry of buſineſs, in order to conſider and adjuſt 
the things that belong to his peace.“ 


Sic the ſun is departed, from whence can it 
proceed, that I am not involved in pitchy darkneſs? 
Whence theſe remainders of diminiſhed brightneſs? 
which, though ſcarcely forming a refulgence, yet 
ſpoothe the rugged brow of night. I fee not the his 
ning orb, and yet am cheared with a portion of his 
ſoftened ſplendors. Docs he remember us, in his 
progreſs through other climes; and fend a detachment 

of his rays,'to 2/cort us in our further motions ; or ce. 

ver (if I may ule the military term) our retreat, tro 

the ſcene of action? Has he bequeathed us a dividend 
of his beams, ſufficient to render our circumſtances 
3 . eaſy, and our ſituation agreeable ? till {l:ep pours Its 
ſoft oppreſſion on the organs of ſenſe; till fl-ep ful 

pends all the operations ot our hands; and entire!) 
tuperiedes any more occaſion for the light. | 

No: it is ill judged and uareatonable, to aſcribe 

1 this beneficent conduct to the un. Not unto him 
not unto him; but unto his Almighty Maker, we abe 
= _ obliged, for this noble preſent, this valuable * 
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The gracious Author of our being, has ſo diſpoſed 
the collection of circumambient air, as to make it 
productive of this fine and beneficial effect. The ſun- 
beams, falling on the higher parts of the aerial fluid, 
inſtead of pailing on in ſtrait lines, are bent inward, 
and inflected to our ſight. Their natural courſe is 
over-ruled, and they are bidden to wheel about; on 
purpoſe to favour us wich a welcome and ſalutary vi- 
fit By which means, the bleſſing of light, and the 
ſeaſon of buſineſs, are conſiderably prolonged. And, 
what is a very endearing circumſtance, prolonged 
moſt conſiderably ; when the vehement heats of ſum- 
mer, incline the /udent to poſtpone his walk, till the 
temperate evening prevails; when the important la- 
hours of the harveſt, call the Hu/bandman abroad, be- 
fore the day is fully riſen. FR 


AFTER all the ardors of the ſultry day, how revi- 
ving is this coolneſs /—This gives new verdure to the 
ading plants; new vivacity to the withering flowers; 
and a more exquiſite fragrancy to their mingled ſcent. 
By this, the air alto receives a new force, and is 
qualified to exert itſelf with greater activity: to brace 
tur limbs; to heave our lungs and co- operate, with 
tbriſker impulſe, in perpetuating the circulation of 
bur blood, — This I might call the grand alembic of 
tture ; which diſtils her moſt ſovereign cordial, the 
kircſhing dews. Iuceſſant heat would deſtroy. the 
early drops, or oblige them to evaporate in imper- 
lepuible exhalations. Turbulent winds, or even the 
gentler'motions of Aurora's tan, would diflipate the 
Ilng vapours, and not ſuffer them to come to a co- 
tion, But favoured by the ſtillneſs, and condenſed 
che coolneſs of the night, they form that finely-tems 
red bumidity, which chears the vegetable world, as 
ep exhilarates the animal. 


1 j 


ny duch are the advantages of falitude. The world is 
im roubled ocean; and who can erect ſtable purpoſes, 
2 iuttuating waves? The world is a ſchool of 


ug; and who does not feel himſelf warping to its 
_ . | pernicious 
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1g CONTEMPLATTIONS 
| ernicious. influences *? On this /ea of gla/; 12 ho 
inſenſibly we ſlide from our ſtedfaſtneſs! Some ſacrel 5 
truth, which was ſtruck in lively characters on our 
ſouls, is obſcured, if not obliterated. Some 500. 
reſolution, which Heaven had wrought in our breaſts, 
is ſhaken, if not overthrown. Some enticing vanity, 
which we had ſolemnly renounced, again practiſes its 
charms, and again captivates our affections. How 
often has an unwary glance, kindled a fever of irre. 
gular defire in our hearts? How often has a word of 
applauſe dropped luſcious poiſon into our cars; or 
ſome diſreſpectful expreſſion, raiſed a guſt of paſſion in 
our boſoms ? Our innocence is of ſo tender a comfplitu- 
tion, that it ſuffers in the promiſcuous crowd; our 
purity of ſo delicate a complexion, that it ſcarce touches 
on the world, without contracting a ſtain, We (ce, 
we hear, with peril, 
But here ſafety dwells. Every meddling and in- 
truſive avocation is ſecluded. Silence holds the door 
againſt the ſtrife of tongues, and all the impertinences 
of idle converſation. The buſy ſwarm of vain image: 
and cajoling temptations; that beſet us, with a buzzing 
importunity, amidſt the gateties of life; are chai: 
by theſe thickening ſhades, Here I may, without 
diſturbance, cofamune with my own heart; and learn! 
that bet of ſciences, to know myſelf. Here the ſou |; ; 
may rally her diſſipated powers, and grace recovcy:. 
its native energy.— This is the opportunity to rcCtii) 2 
the evil impreflions, and expel the contagion of cor ino 
rupting examples. This is the place where I may er 
with advantage, apply myſelf to ſubdue the e 
within; and be maſter, not of a /ceptre, but of we 
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hong then, ye ambitious, the levees of nſ bl 
powerful; I will be punctual in my af1gnations vi... 
ſolitude. Toa mind intent upon its own 1nprovl, ;. 
ment, ſolitude has charms incomparably more egg 
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compoſut, turtatur : aliguid, ex his gue fugavi, redit. Jnimica eſt mul 
rum con ver ſatio. | 5 | SELEC» 


* Nunguam a turba mores, 2. extuli, refero. Aliquid, ex en 9 
: 7 Rev. XV. 2. 5 ; 7 
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Peing, than the entertainments preſented in the 


Weatrez or the honours conferred in the drawing room. 


acquaintance are at a diſtance, 1 hive ſtole away 
Fom company, and am remote from all human obſer- 
vation, --— But that is an alarming thought, 


Millions of ſpiritual creatures wk the earth _ 
Unſeen, both when we wake, and when we ſleep &. 


Perhaps there may be numbers of thoſe invi/ible be- 
bros, patrolling this fam? retreat; and joining with me 
n contemplating the Creator's works. Perhaps, thoſe 
mini/ering ſpirits, who rejoice at the converſion of a 
mer, and hold up the goings of the righteous, may 
follow us to the loncly receſs; and, even in our moſt 
tary moments, be our conſtant attendants. —What 
y pleaſing awe is awakened by ſuch a refl-Qtion! How 
venerable it renders my retired walks! 1 am ftruck 
th reverence, as under the roof of ſome ſacred edi- 
fie; or in the preſence- chamber of ſome mighty mos 
urch. O!] may I never bring any pride of imagina- 
bm, nor indulge the leaſt diſſolute affection ; where 
Ich refined and exalted intelligences exerciſe their 
Patch ! 9 
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"R:f0v an, before whom all the angelic armies bow 
err heads, and veil their faces, ſurrounds me ; ſap» 


pris me; pervades me. In HIM U live, move, and 


Kore his adorable Majeſty, no lefs than when 1 wor- 


lrcfore, let me pay him the homage of a heart 
kanicd from idols, and devoted to his ſervice. In 


1 


Fit. Por. Loft, B.- IV. I. 677. 
1 OL. II. S 


[5419 ſolitude. —But am I then alone Alt is true, 


It is poſible, that I am encompaſſed with ſuch a 
loud of witnefſts 3 but it is certain, that Gop, the 
faite and eternal Gop, is ever with me. The great 


have my being.“ The whole world is his auguſt 
ple; and in the moſt ſequeſtered corner, 1 appear 


I» in his houſe, or kneel at his altar. la evcry place, 1 


N circumſtance, let me feel no ambition, but to 
e him; nor covet any happineſs, but to enjoy him. 
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% CONTEMPLATIONg 


How ſublime is the deſcription, ' and how ſtrikjr 
the ſentiment, in that noble paſſage of the Pfalms] 
"Fhrther ſhall I go from thy Spirit, or whither ſhall [ 

Mee from thy preſence ? If 1 climb up into the heiphts of 
- heaven, thou art there inthroned in light. If Ig 
down to the depths of the grave, th art there al; in 
thy pavilion of darkneſs. F 7 retire to the remoteſt 
eaſtern climes, where the morning firſt takes wing, if, 
ſwifter than the darting ray, I paſs to the oppoſite 
regions of the weſt, and remain in the uttermoſt parts 
gf the ſea * : ſhall I, in that diftant fituation, be beyond 
thy reach; or, by zhis ſudden tranſition, eſcape thy 
notice ? So far from it, that could I, with one glance 
of thought, tranſport myſelf beyond all the bounds 
oOotlk creation, I ſhould ftill be incircled with the immen- 
5) ot thy gence; or rather, ſtill be incloſed in the 
=_ - /ollow of thy hand. Important and delightful truth! 
let it be interwoven with every thought; and become 
one with the very conſciouſneſs of my exiſtence ! that 
I may continually walk with Gor, and conduct my- 
ſelf in every ſtep of my behaviour, © as /ezing HY 1M 
% inviſible, . _ . 
Tbey are the happy perſons; Velicity, true felicity, 
is all their un; who live under an habitual ſenſe of 
_ Gop's omnipreſence, and a ſweet perſuaſion of his ſpe- 
cial love. If dangers threaten, their impregnable de- 
fence is at hand; nothing can be ſo near to terrify, as 
their almighty Guardian to ſecure them. — To theſe, 
the hours can never be fedious; and it is impoſſible 
For them to be alone. Do they ſtep aſide from the 
occupations of animal life? a more exalted ſet of em. 
ployments engage their attention: They addreſs theme 
. ſelves, in all the various acts of devotion, to their 
beavenly Father, who now /ees in ſecret, and will here- 
after reward them vpenly. They ſpread all their wants 


39 
* 


2 Pal. exxxix. 7. 8. 9. There is, I think, an addition:l ſtrength 

and beauty in the thought; if, with the learned Mr Maude, we 

ſuppoſe an antitheſis between tbe two clauſes of this laſt verle, as 
there evidently is between thoſe of the preceding ; and that they 

— Expre(s, in a poctical ſtile, the extremities of the Et and 10 45 
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before his indulgent eye, and diſburden all their ſor- 
rows into his compaſſionate boſom. —— Do they with- 
draw from human ſociety ?-they find themſelves under 
the more immediate regards of their Maker. If they 
 rcſign the ſatisfactions of focial interccourie it is to 
cultivate a correſpondence with the condeſcending 
Deirr, and taſte-the pleaſures of divine ſriend/hip. 
— What is ſuch a fate, but the very ſuburbs of 
| heaven? What is ſuch a conduct, but an antipaſt of 
ciernal bleſiedneſs ? | | E: 


Now, my ſoul, the day is ended. The hours are 
all led; they are fled to the ſupreme Judge, and have 
given in their evidence. An evidence, regiſtered in hea- 
yen, and to be produced at the great audit, =Happy i 
they! whoſe improvement has kept pace with the 
flecting minutes. Who have ſeized them, as they ad- 
yanced ; and engaged them in the purſuit of wiſdom, or 
the ſervice of virtue. 5 | 
How is the day gone, almoſt as ſoon as it dawned ! 
—The ſilent moments ſlip away inſenſibly. No thief 
ſteals more unperccived from the pillaged houſe. 
Where-ever we are, however employed, time purtues 
bis inceſſant courſe. Thougb we are liſtleſs and dila- 
tory ; the great meaſurer ot our days preſſes on; ſtill 
prefies on, in his unwearied career; and whirls our 
weeks, and months, and years away.] s it not then 
hepriſingly ſtrange, to hear people complain of the 
Iedcuſneſs of their time, and how Heavy it hangs upon 
ldtzir hands? Lo tce them contriving a variety of a= + : 
nuſing artifices, to accelerate its flight, and get rid 
tits burden ?—Ah! thoughtleſs mortals! Why need 
Ju urge the headlong torrent? Your days are /wifter. 
Wan a pot ; which, carrying diſpatches of the latt im 
3 with unremitted ſpeed ſcours the road, 
bey pals away like the nimble ſbips; which have the 
Find in their wings, and {kim along the watery plain, 
hey baſten to their deſtined period, with the rapidity 
Man eagle; which leaves the ttormy blaſt behind her, 
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And now it is gone, how bort it appears! When 
my fond eye beheld it in p erſpective, it ſeemed a very 
conſiderable ſpace. Minutes crouded upon minutes 
and hours ranged behind hours, exhibited an exteg. 
ſive plan, and flattered me with a long progreffion of 
pleaturcs, But upon a retroſpeftive vic w, how won. 
derfully is the ſcene altered ! The landſkip, large and 
ſpacious, which a warm fancy drew, brought to the 
teſt of cool experience, ſhrinks into a ſpin. Juſt ag 
the ſhores vaniſh, and mountains dwinile to a ſpot, 
when the ſailor, ſurrounded by ſkies and occan, 
throws his laſt look on his native land. How clearly 
do F now diſcover the cheat! May it never im poſe 
upon my unwary imagination again! I find there is 
nothing abiding on this fide eternity. A long dura. 
tion, in a ſtate of nite exiſtence, is mere illiſion. 
Perhaps, the heaithy, and the gay, may not rezdily 
credit the ſerious truth z efpecially from a young pen, 
and new to its employ, Let us then refer ourſelves 


to the deciſion of the ancient. Aſk ſome venerable 


3 


old perſon, that is juſt marching off the mortal ſtage; 
How many have been the days of the years of thy life f! 
It was a monarch's queſtion, and therefore can want 
no recommendation, to the faſhionable world. 
Obſerve, how he ſhakes his hoary locks, and, from! 
deep -- felt conviction, replics: © Four/core years have 
„ finithed their rounds, to furrow theſe cheeks, and 
« clothe this head in ſnow. Such a term may fee 
« lang and large, to inconſiderate youth. But, oh! 
„how ſhort, how ſcanty, to one that has made the 


* Job ix. 28. 26. By theſe three very expreſſive images, the in 
ſpired poet repreſents the unintermitted and rapid flight of lime. Ih 
paſhge is illuſtrated with great judgment, and equal delicacy, in Þ 
Grey's moſt 1ngenious abridgment of Schaltens. Dre titusmt 
mentis veliciſſi ma, hic admirabili cum emphaſi congeruntur. In te i, 15 
pernicius curſore, & guidem leti quid ferente. Kapidius tamen abu U 
dat, non ſecant, ſed ſaper volanti, navigiola papyro cuntexta. Cn 
rapidiſſime derem graudiius alis per metitur aquila, Ppiæcipili lopſu rueui | 
prædam. . „ 


k 1 Gen, Avi. 8. 0 * 5 | 


| $E- experiment 


„ 


« experiment ? Short, as a gleam of tranſient ſunſhine; 
« ſcanty, as the ſhadow that departeth.” Methinks, 
« jt. was but yeſterday, that I exchanged my childiſh. 
« ſports, for manly exerciſes; and now, I am reſignin g 
« them both, for the fleep of death. As ſoon as we 
& are born, we begin to draw to our end; and how 
„ ſmall is the interval, between the cradle and the 
tomb O] may we believe this teſtimony of ma- 
ture age! May every evening bring it, with clearer 
evidence, to our minds! And may we form ſuch an 
eſtimate of the little pittance, while it is upon the ad. 
vancing hand; as we ſhall certainly make, when the 
fands are all run down ! N 

Let me add one reflection on the work to be done, 
while this ſhuttle is fly ing through the loom . A 
work of no ſmall difficulty, and yet of the utmoſt con- 


of the excellent of the earth; who were living images. 
of their Maker? His divine likeneſs was transfuſed 
into their hearts, and beamed forth in all their con- 


purity of affection; in all the tender offices. of love, 


ti. On the accompliſhment of this, thy eternal a/, 
depends, And will an affair of ſuch unſpeakable: 


tbe leaſt remiſſneſs?— Elpecially, fince much of thy 
pointed time is already clapſed; and the remainder: 
k all uncertainty; ſave only that it is in the very act 
0 fly. Or ſuppoſe, thou hadſt made a covenant with. 


Extend it, if you pleaſe, till farther 3, and let it be 
wextfient with nature itſelf: yet, how ſpeedily will. 
we contummation of all things commence ! For, yet 


| . . ; ; 5 «© 4 Mu WY 3 p 2 * 9 ? 
* My days are ſwifter than a weaver's ſhuttle, Job vii; 6. 
VP KS $0 4 F 
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ON THE NIGHT 2 


ſequence. Haſt thou not ſeen, haſt thou not heard 


duſt, Beamed forth in the meekne/s of wiſdom, and 


ad all the noble efforts of zeal. To be ſtampt with 
tbe ſame beautiful ſignature, and to be followers of 
bem, as they were of CHRIST; this, this is thy b. 


veight, admit of a moment's delay, or conſiſt with 


be grave, and waſt aſſured of reaching the age of 
lethuſelah; how ſoon would even /uch & leaſe expire |: 


Wery Iiucle while, and the commiſſioned archangel 
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we 


= 


lifts up his hand to heaven, and ſwears by the almighty 
Name, That time ball be no langer . Then, abuſed 
opportunities, will never return; and new oppollu— 
vities, will never more be offered. Then, ſhould ne. 
oligent .mortals wiſh, ever ſo paſſionately, for a few 
— -a few moments only; — to be thrown back 
from the opening eternity; thoufands of warlds would 
not be able to procure the rant. | | 
Shall 1 now be induſtrious to Herten, what is ng 
longer than a pan; or to guicken the pace, of what 


| 
is ever on the wing ? Shall I fquander away what is 
* This alludes to the beginning of Revel tions the xth; which, 
abſtracted from its ſpiritual meaning, and conſidered only as i ſtates 
ly piece of machinery, well deter ves our atten;icn; and vill vca- 
ture to Tay, has not its ſuperior, perhaps not its equal, in auy of the 
moet celebrated maſters of Greece and Reme.—— All th t is gloomy 
er beautiful in the atmoſphere, all that is ſtriking or maęnificcut f 
in every elen ent, is taken in to heighten the idea. Yet nothirg is p 
-di/propartionate ; but an uniform air of ineffable Majchy, greatens, f 
Exal*s, cnnubles the whole. | be plcaſed tO obſcrve the ajpett of n 
this auguſt perſonage, All the brightneſs of the ſun ſhincs in his 
countenance, and all the rage of the tire burns in his teet. dee 0 
his app«ret; the clouts compole his robe, and the drapery of tie ſky D 
float upon bi: ſhoulders. The rainb w forms his diadem ; and tb 
that which “ compaſſeth the heaven with a glorious cre,” is the 1 
Ornament of his head.— Behold his attitude. One foot ſtind on, 
the occan, and the ther cis on the land. Ihe widc-txkecd al 


Earth, and the world of watcrs, ſerve as pedeſtals fur th ſe mighty 
columns.—— Conſider the ci 
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Fn THENIGHT. - Wm. 
anutterably important, while it laſts; and, when onde 
departed, is altogether irrevocable ? Ol my ſoul, 
ſorbear the folly; forbear the deſperate extravagance. 
Wilt thou chide as a /oiterer, the arrow that boundeth 
from the ſtring ; or ſweep away diamonds, as the re- 
fy of thy houſe ? —Tbrow time away! aſtoniſhing, 
ruinous, irreparable profuſencſs! Throw empires as, 
way, and be blameleſs. But O! be parfimunious of 
thy days; huſb ind thy precious hours. They go con- 
nected ; indiſſolubly connected, with heaven or bell “. 
Inproved, they are a ſure pledge oi everlaſting glory; 
ud ed, they are a fad pretace to never-ending contus 
fon and anguiſh. e 


WHAT a profound ſilence has compoſcd the world! 
ſo profound is the ſilence, that my very breath ſeems 
a noile] the ticking of my watch is diſtinctly heard ; 
if do but ſit, it creates a ditturbance.— There is, 
now, none of that contuled din, from the tu- 
multuous city: no voice of jvvial ruſtics, from the 
neighbouring meadow: no cnirpiug melody, from 
the ſhady thicket, — Every lip is lealed 3 not the leaſt 
whiſper invades the air; nor the leaſt motion ruſtles 
among the boughs. Echo herſelf ſleeps unmoleſted. 
The expanded ear, though all attention, catches no 
ſound, but the liquid lapſe of a murmuring ſtream. * 


All things are huſb d, as nature's. ſelf lay dead, &: 


It, in the midſt of this deep and univerſal com/ofurd, 
ten thiuſand bellow ing thuuders ſhould burſt over my 
bead; and rend the 1kics with their united vollies 304 | 


* I remember to have ſeen, upon a ſun-dial 4a a phyſician's gar 
len at: Northampton, tlie following 1NSCRIPTION; which, | think, 
b the moſt proper mocto, tor the inſtrument that meaſures our time 3 
and the moſt, ſtriking admonitton, which can poſſibly be given, to 6 
wry eye that glances upon it; — Ab. hoc Momente gende! AEternitats 
Ihe weighty ſcnie of which, I know not how to EXPTELS in 
Ile, more happily than in thoſe words of Dr Watts, © 


_ Good God! on what a ſlender tht ead 125 
lr, on what a moment of time 


| Bang excrlatiing in. 
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how ſhould I bear fo unexpected a fbock ?- It would ſtun 
my ſenſes, and confound my thoughts. 1 ſhould 
ſhudder in every limb; and, perhaps, ſink to the 


wound the ear oi the. ungodly; and affright, even to 


peal will {ound through the vaſt of heaven; will {bake 


mendous /ummons, to a more tremendous tribunal ?— 


lee, to the haraſſed fave, This, this ſhall be ns 


- 


earth with terror. Conſider then, O mortals | con- 
ſider, what a much more prodigicus and amazing call, 
will, ere long, alarm your ſleeping bones. When the 
tenants of the tomb have ſlumbered, in the moſt un. 
diſturbed repoſe, for a multitude of ages; what an 
inconceivable conſternation muſt the bout of the arch. 
angel, and the trump of Gop, occaſion! Will it not 


diſtraction, the impenitcut ſinner? Ihe ſtupendous 


the foundations ot nature; and pierce even the deep. 
eſt receſſes ot the grave And how, O! how will the 
Priſaners of divine juſtice, be able to endure that tre- 


Do thou, my {oul, liſten to the Hill voice of the go- 
ſpcl. Attend, in this thy day, to the gracious invits- 
tions of thy daviour. Ihen, ſhall that great wid- 
night- cry loſe its horror, and be muſic to thy cars. It 
Mall be welcome to thy reviving clay, as the tidings 
of liberty to the dungeon-captive; as the year of jubi- 


charming import, Awake, and ſing, ye that dwell 


ua auft*.” Be 
| 5 Vat 
 2Wurar a general ceſſation of affairs, has this Culky L 
hour introduced“ A line while ago, all was buiry, Wil x, 
hurry. Lite and activity exerted themteives, in a thou- WW pc: 
| Lang buly forms The city ſwarmed, with pafüugf 
and repafſing multitudes. All the country was west 
and guilt. The air floated in perpetual agitation, n. 
the flitting birds, and humming bees. rt ſat prying” 
with her piercing cycs; while mdiſiry plied her reſt . 
leis hands. Bur ſce; how all this fervent and im 
petuous buſtle, is fled with the ſetting fun, Ihe beat! 
are flunk io their grafly couch; and the wing Bi, | 
DE” | Lane] | # , 
II. xavi 18. N . „ # 
4 | 


* — 


ne NI. 
people are retired to their downy neſts, The hammer 
bas reſigned its ſounding taſk, and the file ceaſes to 
repeat its flying touches. Shut is the well- frequented 
ſhop, and its threſhold no longer worn by the feet of 
numerous cuſtomers. The village-ſwain lies drowned 
jn ſlumbers; and even his truſty dog, who, for a con- 
| fderable time, ſtood centry at the door, is extended 
at his eaſe, and ſnores with his maſter, In every 
place, roi reclines her head, and application folds her 
arms. All intereſts ſeem to be forgot; all purſuits 
are ſuſpended 3 all employment is ſunk away; ſunk 
away, like the fluttering myriads, that lately ſported 
in the ſun's departing rays, It is like the Sabbath of 
univerſal nature; or, as though the pulſe of life 
ſtood ſtill. 1 e 
Thus will it be with our infinitely momentous con- 
cerus; when once the ſhadows of the evening, that long 
evening which follows the footſteps of death, are 
firetched over us, The dead cannot ſeck unto GoD 
the living, the living alone, are poſleſſed of this in. 
eſtimable opportunity . "There is no work or de- 
vice, no repentance or amendment, in the grave 4, 
| | | & whither 
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* MNunc, nunc properandus, & acri 
Fingendus fine fine eta. Pers. | 3 

ſchold ! now is the accepted time. Behold! now is the day of ſal - 
vation, 2 Cor. vi. 3. VV Ck, 

They who are gone down to the grave, are repreſented (If, 
ul. 11.) by the phraſe, ne rendered by Vitria- 
$4, Thoſe that inhabit the land of inter miſſion or ceſſation, Which 
prevents all appearance of fautoligy in the ſentence; and is, I think, 
valuable improvgment of the tranſlation ; as it conveys an idea, not 
puly diſtinct from the preceding, but of a very poctical and very 
al. ting nature; ſuch as was perfect y natural for the roy il Goger, 
ud royal ſuff:rer, to dwell upon, in his detponding moments.—— - 
Thus interpreted, the ſenſe will run; „1 ſhall fee man no more; I. 
ſtall be cut off trom the chearful ways of men, and all the ſweets _ 
l of human ſociety. And what is a farther ien of the 
threatened ſtroke, I tall, by its taking place, be numbered with 
g thoſe, that inhabit the land of entire ion and inactivity : where 
j there will be no more poſſibility, of contributing to the hap» 
| pinets of my kingdom; no more opportunity, of advau- 

ing my Creator's glory, or of making my own final ſalvation 

. i * e 
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„ whither we are all haſting.” When once that ch. 


ing ſcene is advanced, we ſhall have no other part to 
act on this earthly theatre. Then the {lugeard, who 
has flumbered away life in a criminal inactivity, muſt 
Jie down in hopeleſs diſtreſs, and everlaſting forrgy, | 


Then that awful doom will take place, „He that; WMWn 
. holy, let him be holy ſtill; and he that is ,, let 2 
him be filthy for ever.” x 5 / 

Is it fo, my foul ? Is this the only, only time allot. WW" 

= ted, for obtaining the great reward, and making thy F 
& ſalvation ſure? And art thou lulled, in a vain ſecuri- f 
ty or dreaming on, in a ſupine inadvertency ? Start, 
O! ſtart from thy trance. Gird up the loins of thy 4 
mind, and work while it is day. Improve the pre. 
ſent ſeed - time, that eternity may yield a joyful har- 
veſt.—— We eſpecially, who are watchmen in Ifraeh 
and mini/ers of the glorious goſpel ; may we be awa- 


holy office. Some or other of our people, are ever 
and anon departing into the inviſible {tate ; all our 


home; and we ourſelves ſhall very ſhortly be trant- 
mitted to the confiovement of the tomb. This is the 
favourable juncture, wherein alone we can contribute 
to their endleis welEre. This is the criſis, the all 
important criſis, of their final felicity. Inſtantly, there. 
fore, let us pour in our wholeſome inſtfuctions; in- 
ſtantly let us ply them with our carneſt exhoptations, 
A moment's delay may be an irreparable lots; may be 
an irretrievable ruin, While we procraſtinate, a fatal 
ſtroke may intervene z and place ws beyond tae power 
of adminittering ; or place them beyond all potlivilty 


; of receiving any ſpiritual good “. 
| T4 | | How WR 
3 I ſeatiment like this, is grand and important; full“ 
44 - piety, and full of benevolence ; removes all ſuſpicion ot enbeco 
ming puſillaninuty, and does the higheſt honour to the incnatch? 
aer. 8 
The caſe repreſented hy the prophet, (1 Kings xx. 40.) ſeemae 


perfectiy applicable, on t is occaſi n. A erbt Wis by) te 
2a there, be was gone. So while we are Either remis in out tuuchan 
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E NIA r. 29 
How frequently is the face of nature changed! 
Land, by changing, made more agreeable !/—The long. 
continued glitter of the day, renders the ſoothing 
ſhades of the evening doubly welcome. Nor does the 
morn ever purple the eaſt with ſo pleaſing a luſtre, as 
after the ſullen gloom of a dark and black night.— 
At preſent, a calm of tranquillity, and nadiſturbed 
repoſe, is ſpread through the univerſe. The weary 
winds have forgot to blow. The gentle pales have 
fanned themſelves aſleep. Nothing ſtirs. Not fo much 
3a fingle leaf nods. Even the quivering aſpin reſts, 
fnd not one breath curls oer the tream. —— Sometimes 
the tempeſt ſummons all the forces of the air; and 
yours itfeit, with reſiſtleſs fury, from the angry north. 
The whole atmoſphere is toſſed into tumultuous con- 
ſuſion, and the watery world is heaved to the clouds. 
he aſtoniſhed mariner, and his ſtraining veſſel, now 
ale the rolling mountain, and hang dreadfully viſible 
n the broken ſurge : now ſhoot, with headlong im- 
uolity, into the yawning gulph; and neither hulk, 
or maſt, is ſeen. The ſtorm ſweeps over the conti- 
kent; raves along the city- ſtreets; ſtruggles through * 
nne e foreft-boughs; and terrifics the lavage nations, 
ih a howl, more wildly horrid than their own. The 
lotty oaks bend before the blaſt; their iron-trunks 
ran; and their ſtubborn limbs are daſhed to the 
found, The lofty dome rocks; and even the ſolid 
vcr totters on its baſis. Fe 
duch variations are kindly contrived, with an evi- 
at condelcenfion to the ſickleneſs of our taſte. Be- 
ule, a perpetual /milarity of objects would create a 
M di/puſt ; therefore, the indulgent Father of our 
Ke has diverſified the univerſal ſcene, and bid every 
pearance bring with it the charm of novelty.— But 
arcumſtance is as, beneficial as it is entertaining. 
dence, ever gracious to mortals, ever intent up- 
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or ling ourſelves out upon inſer ior cares, the people of our charge 
Wo [be gone gone beyond the influence of our counſels; be- 
6h the reach of our prayers; gone into the unchangeatle and e- 
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on promoting our felicity: has taken care to mingle, gd 
in the conſtitution of thipgs, what is pleaſing to or to 

' Imagination, with what is ſerviceable to our iuteteſts. *. 
The piercing winds,” and rugged aſpect of winrr, h 
render the balmy gales, and flowery ſcenes of {pring, 701 

\ peculiarly delightful. At the ſame time, the keen fi 
froſts meHow the toil, and prepare it tor the hang ne! 
of induſtry. The ruſhing rains impregnate the plche, ant 
and fit it for a magazine of plenty. Ihe earth is a Th 
great laboratory; and December's cold collects the * 


groſs materials, which are ſublimated by the retining oh 
" warmth of May. The air is a pure elajic fluid; 
and was it always to remain in %ig motionlels tereniiy, 
it would loſe much of its acbive /pring ; was it n.vcc N 
agitated by Zho/e wholeſome concuf/icns, it would con- 
tract a noiſome, perhaps, a peſtilential taint. Inſtead 
of purityipg, it would corrupt the vital juices; and, “ 
inſtead of inhaling refreſhments, our reſpiration WP: 
might be a ſource of diſeaſes; or every gaſp we draw 
might be death *.— How then ſhould we zdmire! 
Oh! how ſhould we adare that happy union of benig - 
nity and wiſdom ; which, from a variety of dilpenla- 
tions, produces an uniformity of good; a perpetual 
ſucceſlion of delights, and an uninterrupted {cries of 
advantages! gs 


* 


The darkneſs is now at its height: and I cannot but % 


Conſiderirg the immenſe quantity of coals, and cher com- 5 
buſtible materials, that are daily conſumed, and evaporate nie the 
air. Confidering the numberleis ſtcams, ard clouds of ſmeke, t at 
 , almoſt continually overwhelm populous cities the noiſom e c- ble: 
balations that ariſe from thrunged infirmaries, and loathſome jails} 


from agnating lakes, and putiid fens ;—— the variety of offentive F 
and unwloleſume eus ia, that proceed trom other cauſcs;—!t 
is a vy ictvarkable inſtance of a providence, at Once tender) kind, ha 
and inhuitcly powerful, that markind is not ſuffocated with ſerch; that Ir | 


the air is not hooked with lib. —— The air is the common fewer, int abo 
v bich ten thouſand times ten thouſand nuiſar.ces are inceſlant j dit. 
© charged; and yet is preſerved ic thoroughly clear, as to afford the well 
tanſf tent medium tor vifiong lo delicately undulatory, as to tranſ⸗ 
mit; vith all imaginable diſtit d neſs, every diverſity of ſound; WS 

© = perfectly pure, as to be the conſtant refiner of the fluids, in ce 
nimal that breathes, BITE Þ | J 
WW 40 


| SN THE.LNIGHT.; '-. $4 
amire the obliging manner of its taking place. It 
domes not with a blunt and abrupt incivility, but 
makes gentle and reſpectſul advances, A precipitate 
ranfition, from the ſplendors of day, to all the hor- 
ors of midnight, would be both inconvenient and 
fiightful, It would bewilder the traveller in his jour» | 
ney; it would ſtrike the creation with amazementyz  - 
1nd, perhaps, be pernicious to the organs of fight, 
Therefore, the gloom ruſhes not upon us inſtan- 
uneouſly, but increaſes by flow degrees; and, ſending. 
twilight before as its harbinger, decently advertiſes us 
of its approach. By this means, we are neither alarm- 
ed, nor incommoded, by the change; but are able to 
take all ſuitable and timely meaſupes for its reception. 
—Thus graciouſly has Providence regulated, not on- 
lj the grand viciſſitudes of the ſeaſons, but alſo the 
cmmen interchanges of light and darkneſs, with an 
apparent reference to our comfort. 5 
Now, the fierce inhabitants ot the fore/? forſake their 
dens. A thouſand grim forms, a thouſand growling 
monſters, pace the deſart. Death is in their jaws, 
while, ſtung with hunger, and athirſt for blood, they 
roam their-nightly rounds.——O ! unfortunate tra- 
wller, overtaken by the night, in thoſe diſmal wilds! 
How muſt he ſtand aghaſt, at the mingled yell of 
rayenous throats, and lions roaring after their prey! 
Defend him, propitious Heaven! or elſe he muſt ſee 
bis endearing ſpouſe, and hail his native home, no 
more !—— Now, the prowling wolf, like a murderous 1 
nthan, dogs the ſhepherd's footſteps, and beſets his = 
Heating charge. The fox, like a crafty felon, ſteals to . 
lhe thatched cottage, and carries off the feathered booty. 
Happy for the world, were theſe the only deſtroyers 
hat walk in darkneſs, But alas! there are ſavages - 
n human ſbape; who, muffled in ſhades, inteſt the 
Wodes of civilized life. The ſons of violence make 
loICe of this ſeaſon *, to perpetrate the moſt out- 


1 — — hen Night „„ es oh _ 
Darkens the ſtreets, then wander forth the ſons es #5 ay 
Of Beltal, flown with inſolence and wine, Milton. "WI 1 


5 frageoug 
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l. zevii. 2. 


miliarh, or intimately, acquainted with all my ways. The tome 
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rageous acts of wrong and robbery. The adulterer wait. 
eth for the twilight; and, baſer than the villain on 
the highway, betrays the honour of his boſom- friend 
Now, faction forms her cloſe cabals, and whiſpers her 
traiterous inſinuations. Now, rebellicn plans heraccurſed 
ng and prepares the train to blow a nation into ruin. 
Now, crimes, that hide their odious heads in the da 
haunt the ſeats of ſociety, and ſtalk through the gloom 
with audacious front. Now, the vermin of the fut 
c awl from their lurking holes, to wallow in fin, and 
feed on the venom of the night. Each ſoothing himſclf 
with the fond notion, That all is ſafe; That ns eye ſees, 
And are they then concealed ? Prepoſterous mad- 
men! To draw the curtain between their infamous! 
practices, and a little ſet of mortals; but lay them 
open, to all theſe chaſte and wakeful eyes of Heaven *, 
Are they then concealed ? No, truly; were theſe vi- 
gilant luminaries cloſed ; an eye keener than the light nn 
ning's flaſh, brighter than ten thautand ſuns, beholds 
their every motion. Their thickeſt ſhades are beaminꝗ nor 
day , to the jealous Inſpector, and ſupreme Judge of 
human actions. Deluded creatures! have ye noi pain 
Heard, have ye not read, * That clouds and darkneſ ur- 
are his majeſtic reſidence 17“ In that very glom vo. 
to which you fly for covert, he erects his throne nor 
What you reckon your /creen, is the bar of his tribu 
nal. O] remember this: ſtand in awe, and ſin not idr 
Remember, that the great and terrible Gop is aι¹ẽu u 
your path |, when you take your midnight range; | 
about your bed, when you indulge the looſe deſire be 
| E (AF 


wi Sed luna videt, ed ſidera teſtes 
| Intendunt oculos. 


I This is finely and very forcibly expereſſed, by the Pſalmiſt: J Fe ro 
. I fey, Peradventure the darkneſs ſhall cover me, then ſpall ny night 0 ſs ci 
Zarned into day: or, as it may be rendered ſomewhat more emphat ily 
cally, Even the night ſpall be broad day-light all arcund we, Pla 


I The original words are much ſtronger than the tranflauol 
TY and nR20n ſignify, Thou ſifteſt my path; and art 
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ind ſpies out all your ways, be they ever fo ſecretly- 
tondufted, or artfully diſguiſed, 


gon minutes ago, a paſſenger croſſed along the 
md, His horſe's foot ſtruck the ground, and fetch- 
od fire from a flint. My eye, though at a diſtance, 
atched the-view; and ſaw, with great clearneſs, the 
bright ſparkles: of which, had I been ever fo near, x 
ſhould not have diſcerned the leaſt glimpſe under the. 
gaze of day.— 80 * when ſickneſs has drawn a veil 
ger the gaiety of our hearts; when misfortunes have 

wlipſed the ſplendor of our outward circumſtances 3 
how many important convictions preſent themſelves 
WT vic the brighteſt evidence! Under rhe ſunſhine of 
A proſperity they lay undiſcovered ; but, when ſome in- 
trvening cloud has darkened the ſcene, they emerge 

cut of their obſcurity, and even glitter upon our 
minds, Then the wor/d,. that deluſive cheat, con- 
keles her emptineſs: but J=sUs, the bright and 
norning ſtar, beams forth with inimitable luſtre. 
Then vice loſes all her fallacious allurements ; that 
janted ſtrumpet is horrible as the hags of hell: but 
vrtue, deſpiſed virtue, gains lovelineſs from a louring 
providence, and treads the ſhades with more than 
mortal charms. May this reconcile me, and all the 
nt of ſorrow, to our appointed ſhare of ſuffering l If 
ulation tend to diſſipate the inward darkneſs, and 
jour heavenly day upon our minds; welcome di- 


prehend, denoting the exact cognizance which the Almighty tas 
bib; the latter implying the conſtant iuſpection which he exerci» 
kth; over all the circuraſtances of our conduct, Pſal. cxxxix. 2. 
' I beg leave to inform the young gentleman, whoſe name dignifies 
ly dedication; that this was a remark of his honoured father, when 
* rode together, and converſcd in a duſky evening, I, meotion- 
lis cireumſtance, partly, to fecure the paragraph from contempt z: 
unly, to give him, and the world, an idea of that eminently ſerious 
Wile, which diſtinguiſhed my deceaſcd friend. —— The l/ obvious 
ſk refleFion, the more dewly it diſcovers a turn of mind remarka- 
bv ſpiritual.; which would ſuffer nothing to eſcape, without yield- 
g ſome religious improvement: and the meaner the incident, the 
te admirable was that fertility of imagination, which could de- 
Ke the nobleſt truths from the moſt trivial occutreuces. 
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ſtreſs; welcome diſappointment; welcome whatever 


f 
our froward fleſh, or peeviſh paſſions, would mic! 
calamities. Theſe light” affitftions, which are but fir a 
moment, ſhall lit eaty upon our ſpirits; ſince they he. 
friend our knowledge; promote our faith; and fo, d 
% work out for, us, a far more exceeding and eternal | 

', © weight: of glory #." 3 [ 
: | at | 5 
How has this darkneſs ſnatched every ſplendid and WY t! 
graceful object from my fight! It has daſhed the WM al 
ſponge over the pictures of ſpring, and deſtroyed i n: 
all the delicate diſtinctions of things, Where are now 
the fine tinges, that ſo lately charmed me from the WW x; 

glowing parterre ? The bluſh is ſtruck out, from the 

cheeks of the roſe ; and the ſnowy hue is dropt from 
the lily. 1 caſt my eyes toward a magnificent ſeat ; Wil © 
but the aſpiring columns, and fair-expanded front, WW þ 
are mingled in rude confuſion, Without the ſun, all iN 17 
"the elegance of the blooming world is a mere blank ; aH jr: 
the /ymmetry of architecture a /hapeleſs heap. pu 
© _ Is not this an expreſſive emblem of the hvelineſtii va 
which the Sun of righteouſne/5 transfuſes into all that of 
zs amiable Was it not for Jrsus, and his merit, dil 
I ſhould figh with anguiſh of ſpirit; even while I rove | 
through ranks of the moſt beautiful flowers, or breath« the 
amidſt a wilderneſs of ſweets. Was it not for Jess fat 
and his merits, I ſhould roam like ſome diſconſlatę ¶ dia 
 ſpeftre, even through the ſmiles of creation, and th i 
careſſes. of fortune. My converſation, in this world 

2 Cor. iv. 1% The great Stephens, that oracle of Grecian learn 

ing, tranſlates our a poſtle's phraſe a v7:ipConnv, 2:0 nibil ma 

"fas dici aut ſingi poteſt. But how does the ſenſe rife ! how is the ide 
enlarged, under two ſuch. forcible ex preſſions U he whole verſe 1 Wh, 


a maſterpiece of the beautiful autitheſts, the lively 4% ription, and 
the nervous diftion. It is one of thoſe noble paſſages in the infj1red 
writings,. Which, like ſome rich. aromatic plants, cannot be teausice 
red from their own generous and native ſoil, without being imp 
ed in their vivacity, and loſing much of their delicacy. Perbaps 
the following verſion may be tomewhat leſs injurious to the ſacred 
original, than the common tranſl.tion ;—0wur. vey lig Micki 


- which is but juſt for the prefent moment, warketh out a far more ea 
1 5 ceeding, an incompar 40% great, and eternal 101. of glory. 
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tough dreſſed in the moſt engaging forms of exter- 
pal pleaſure, would be like the paſſage of a condemned 
nalfafor, through enamelled meadows, and bowers 
of bliſs, to be broke upon the wheel, or tortured to 
death upon the rack. But a daily reflection on the 


ſoul is reconciled through this glorious expiation; this 
s the ray, the golden ray, that irradiates the face of 


il things, wear a chearful aſpect; and the oil of glad- 


nature. in all her operations, ſo exquilitely to pleaſe. 


till the evening.“ But then his ſtrength. fails; his 
ſpirits flag; and he ſtands in need, not only of ſome 


„ite from til, but of ſome kindly and.fovereign re - 
ments. — What an admirable proviſion for this 


purpoſe, is /leep.!- Sleep introduces a moſt welcome 
yacation, both for the ſoul and body, The exerciſes. 


ue the brain, and the labours of the hands, are at once 
[8 diſcontinued. So that the weary limbs repair their 
„e exhauſted vigour : while the penſive thoughts drop 


their load of ſorrows, and the buſy ones reſt from the 
fatigue of intenſe application. Moſt reviving cor- 


7 


hen emperor, is ſtrickly and literally. true. 


Vultus ubi tuus 
Afulfu populo, gratior it dies, 
Et ſoles melius nitent. Hor. 
Which I would caſt in a Chriſtian mould, and thus tranſtate: 


When faith preſents the Saviour's death, : 
And whiſpers, *% This is thine;“ 


aur Sweetly my riſing hours advance, 
aps And peacefulſy decline. Ted L 

hs While ſuch my. views, the radiant ſun: 8 
thy Sheds a mote ſprightly ray; 
& Bach object ſmiles; all nature charms $5 | 

F lag my cares away. | 5 1 


LixcB's atoning blood; a comfortable truſt, that my 
the univerſe. This is the oil of beauty, which makes 
get, which diſpoſes the ſpectator to behold them with 


delight“. This, this is the ſacred charm, that teaches. _ 


„Max goeth forth to his work, and to his labour, 


dial! Equally beneticial to our animal and intellectual 
Thus applied, that fine piece of flattery, addreſſed to the Hege 
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35 CONTEMPLATIONS 
| wers. It ſupples the fe/by machine, and keeps aff 
$ Nice movements in a proper poſture for eaſy play, 

It animares the thinking faculties with freſh alacriry 
and rekindles their ardour for the ſtudies of the dave 
Without theſe enlivening recruits; how ſoon wouldthe 
moſt robuſt con ſtitution, be waſted into a walking 
Beleton ; and the moſt learned ſage, degenerate into x 
hoary idiot !-=Sometime ago, I beheld: with ſurprize, 
® 0 Florio. His air was wild; his countenance meagrez 
his thoughts roving, and ſpeech diſconcerted. Inqui. 
ring the cauſe of this ſtrange alteration, Ewas informed, 
that, for ſeveral nights, he had not cloſed his eycs in 
fleep. For want of which noble reſtorative; that! 
- fprightly youth, who was once the life of the diſcourſe 
and the darling of the company; is become a ſpectacle 

ol miſery and horror, 

Ho many of my fellow. creatures are, at this very 
inſtant, confined to the bed of languiſbing; and com- 
plaining, with that illuſtrious ſufferer of old, Vea- 
= ' riſome nights are appointed to ne Inftead of in- 
E . dulging ſoft repoſe, they are counting the tedious 
Hours; telling every ſtriking clock; or meaſuring the 
5 very moments, by their throbbing pulſe. How many, 
furaſſed with pain, moſt paſſionately long to obtain 
fome little truce from their agonies, in peaceful {lum- 
ders! How many, /ick- with diſguietude, and roſtleſs 
oven on their downy pillows, would purchaſe this tran 
Kent oblivion of their woes almoſt ac any rate — That 
Which wealth cannot procure, which multitudes figh 
For in vain, thy Gop has beſtowed on thee times out 


of number. The welcome viſitant, punctual at the 
needed hour, has entered thy chamber, and poured Y 
his poppies: round thy couch; has. gently cloted tity Mug 


eye-lids, and ſhed his lumbrous dews over all thy} 
ſenſes. 1 | | 8 
Since ſleep is ſo abſolutely neceſſary; ſo ineſtioably 
valuable; obſerve, what a fine apparatus almiguty 
_ _ goodneſs: has made, to accommodate us with the 
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n bleſſing. With how kind a precaution, he re- 
moves whatever might obſtruct its acceſs, or impede 
* iofluence ! He draws around us the curtain of 
darkneſs ; which inclines us to a drowſy indolence; 
and conceals every object that might too ſtrongly agi- 
nate the ſenſe. He conveys peace into our apariments; 
and impoſes. filence on the whole creation. Every 
animal is bidden to tread ſoftly, or rather to ceaſe . 
rom its motion, when man. is. retiring to his repoſe. 
May we not diſcern in this gracious diſpoſition of 
things, the Fender cares of a nur/mg-mather ; who 
zuſhes every noiſe, and ſecludes every diſturbance, 
when ſhe has laid the child of her love to reſt ? Se, by -- 
fuch ſoothing circumſtances, and gently working 
plates, He giveth-to-his beloved ſleep “s. 
Another fignal inſtance of a Providence intent upon 
our welfare, is, that we are preſerved /afe in the hours 
of ſumber. How are we then loit to all apprehenſion 
of danger; even though the murderer be at our bed. 
fide, or his naked ſword at our breatt ! Deſtitute of 
all concern for ourſelves, we are unable to think , 
nuch more to provide for, our own ſecurity. At thete 
moments. therefore, we lie open to innumerable 
gerils: perils from the reſiſtleſs rage of flames perils 
rom the infidious artifices of thie ves, or the outrageous 
nolence of robbers; without either vigilance to ob- 
lerve the foe, or ſtrength to reſiſt. the aſſault: perils, 
tom the irregular. workings f of our own thoughts, 
3 0 | — | and. 


* 


pal: exxvii. a. | Ty Eo, 5 
| I thiok, it is referable only to a ſuperintending and watchfu!l! 
Nmidence, that we are not hurried, when our imagination is heated;, MM 
ud our reaſon ſtupificd by dreams, into the moſt pernicious actions. A 
Me have ſometimes heard of unfortunate perſons, who, walks 
ly in their ſleep, have thrown themſelves headlong from a window, 
ud been * daſhed to death on the; pebbles. And whence is it, that 
h diſaſtrous accidents are only related as pieces of news, not ex- 
enced by ourſelves, or our families? Were our minds more ſober. 
their operations, or. more circumſpect᷑ in their” regards? No, ves. 
Wl); nothing could be more wild, than their ercurflons; none more 
lentive to their own welfare. Theretore, if we. have laid as 
Wn, aud ſept in peace.;. it was, becauſe. the LoD vouchilafed 7-0 
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3 CONTEMPLATIONS 
- 1 . 1 a : Ps 
and eſpecially from the incurſions of our ſpirit 
| e eee 
© © enemy. What dreadful miſchief might that reſtleſs, 
chat implacable adverſary of mankind work, were there 
not an inviſible hand to coniroug his rage, and pro. 
tect poor mortals? what ſcenes of horror might he 
repreſent to our imaginations, and. “ ſcare us with 
„ dreams, or terrify us with viſions *!“ But the 
Keeper of Hrael, who never umbers nor ſleeps, inter- 
poles in our behalf; at once to cheriſh us under his 
wings, and to defend us as with a /bield. It is ſaid of 
 Solemon, © That threſcore valiant men were about his 
s bed; all expert in war; every one with his ſword 
upon his thigh, becauſe of fear in the night +,” But! 
one greater than Solomon; one mightier than myriads 
of armedhoſts ; even the great JERoyan, in whom 
- Keverlaſting ſtrength; he vouchſafes to watch over 
Hur il:eping minutes, and to ſtop all the avenues of 
III. —— Oh! the unwearied and condeſcending gud: 
neſs of our Creator! who lulls us to reft, by bringing 
on the ſilent ſhades ;, and plants his own ever-watch- 
me ſweet refreſhment; if we roſe again in ſafety; it was, becau{ 
the LORD ſuſtained us with his unrewitted protection. 

Will the candid. reader excuſe me, if I add a ſhort ſtory, or ras 
ther a matter of fact, which 1 know to be true? — Two perions tha 
Dad been hunting together in the day, flept together the following 

night. One of them was renewing the purſuit in his dream; and 
having run the whole circle of the chace, came, at laſt, to the fil 
of the ſtag. Upon this, he cries out with a determincd ardor; 1! 
kill bim : PII ki: him and immediately feels for the knife, whic 
de carried in his pocket. His companion, happening to be awake 
and obſerving what paſſed, leaped. trom the bed; and being ſecure 
from danger, ſtood (for the moon. ſhincd into the room) to vie! 
the event, When, to his inezpreſſible ſurpriſe, the intatuates 
ſportiman gave ſeveral deadly ſtabs, in the very. place, where, 
moment before, the throat and the life of his friend lay.— Thi 
I. mention, as a proof, that nothing hinders us, even trom be 
jg afafſins. of otbers; or muderers of ourjelves 5 amidſt the tas 
ſallies of ſleep; only the preveniing care of our heavenly Father. | 
What a complete maſter that malignant fp:git is, in exhibitin 
| e ee appear: trom his conduct towards CHRIST 
on the high mouu an; and that he is tov ready, if not 1«ſirane 
by an over-culing power, to employ his dexterity in allicting ma 
© kind, is evidewt from his treatment of Job, Sec Luke iv. z- Job vi! 
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ON TH E NIG HT. 30 | 
ful eye as our centinel, while we enjoy the needful = 
repoſe. „ 


REASON, ne reſigns her ſedate office and 
extravagant fancy, leads the mind through a 

maze of vanity. The head is crowded with falſe 
images, and tantalized with the moſt ridiculous miſ- 
zpprehepfions of things. Some are expatiating amidſt 
fary-fields, and gathering garlands of viſionary bliſs ; 
while their bodies are ſtreiched on a wiſp of ſtraw, 
and ſheltered by the cob-webs of a barn. Others, 
vite inſenfible of their rooms of ſtate, are mourmng 
in a doleful dungeon, or ſtruggling with the raging. 
tillows. Perhaps, with baſty ſteps, they climb the 
crapgy cliff; and, with real anxiety, fly from the ima. 
ginary danger. Or elſe, benumbed with ſudden fear, 
ad finding themſelves unable to eſcape, they give up 
u once their hopes, and their efforts; and though re- 
ined on a couch of ivory, are ſinking, all helpleſs and 
diſtreſſed, in the furious whirlpool. So unaccount- 
able are the vagaries of the brain, while ſleep main⸗ 
hins its dominion over the limbs] . lh 

But is this the only ſeaſon, when abſurd and inco- 
erent irregularities play their magic on our minds? 
Are there not thoſe who dream, even in their waking 
moments? - Some pride themſélves in a notion of ſus 
terior excellency, becauſe the royal fayour has annex» 
«da few ſplendid titles to their names; or becauſe the 
dying ſilk- worm has bequeathed her fineſt threads, to 
cover their nakedneſs.— Others congratulate their own 
gal happineſs, becauſe loads of golden lumber are 
maſſed together in their coflers ; or promiſe them: 
klves a moſt ſuperlative felicity indeed, when ſome 
luuſands more are added to the uſeleſs heap.—Nop 
ue there wanting others, who gape after /ub/tantial 
Witaftion from airy applauſe ; and flatter themſelves 
Mh, 1 know not what, immortality in the momenta» 
bus of renown. Are any of theſe a whit more 
Mlonable in their opinians, than the poor ragged _ 
Mich in his reveries ; who, While ſnoriog under a4 
1 g 5 | hegge, 
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„ CONTEMPLATYONS 


and ſumptuous furniture? lf perſons who zn 
very vaſſals to their own domineering paſſions, and f 
captive by numberleſs temptations : if theſe perſons 
992 pique themſelves with a conceit of their /iberty, and 


for bliſs in the blandiſhments of ſenſe, or in. any thing 
mort of the divine favour, and a well- grounded hogs 


- 


but dreamers with their eyes open; delirious, thouph 


and the ſucceſs of their /chemes calculated with the u 


but he awaketh, and his foul is empty: or as wheni 


_ Awaken us, while conviction may turn to our advat 
tage, and not ſerve only to increate our torment. 0 


hat are excellent;” and no longer be impoſed uf 


+ ® Theſe give a ſacred, and bome - felt delight. 
A /ober certaiuty ot Waking bliſs, | Milt. Conus. 
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hedge, exults in the poſſeſſion of this ftately pala 


ancy themſelves the generous and gallant ſpirits oi” 
the age; where is the difference between theirs and 
the madman's phrenſy ; who, though chained to th 
floor, is zhroned in thought, and wiclding an imagj 
nary ſceptre ?—In a word, as many as borrow thei 
dignity from a plume of feathers, or the gaudy trap 
pings of fortune; as many as fend their fouls to ſk 


of the incorruptible inheritance *; what are they 
in health? N . 
Would you ſee their picture, drawn to the very le 


moſt.exattneſs 3 caſt your eye upon that fine repr 
ſentation, exhibited by the prophet : It /hall be ena 
.as when a hungry man dreameth, and, beheld, he eateth 


Shirſty man dreameth, and, behzld, he drinketh ; but! 
awaketh, and behold he is faint, and his ſoul hath aj} 
kite . Such is the race, and ſuch the prize, ot 1 
thoſe candidates for honour and joy; who run wide o 
the mark of the high calling of Gop in CRHRIS I Ji 
sus. They live in vanity, and die in woe, — Awake 
us, merciful Loxp, from theſe noon-tide trance 


Jet our eyes be enlightened, to diſcern the thing 


on by fantaſtic appearances, which, however foul 
they may ſcem, will prove more empty than the f 
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ons of the night, more tranſient than the dream that 
forgotten. 9 


Having mentioged /leep and dreams, let me once 
pin conſider thoſe remarkable incidents of our 
ame; fo very remarkable, that I may venture to call 
gem a kind of experimental myſtery, and little leſs 


inflitution, when ſtretched on the bed of eaſe, and 
dtally reſigned to the ſlumbers of the night. Its acti- 
ty is oppreſſed with fetters of indolence; its ſtrength 
conſigned over to-a temporary annihilation z the 
erves are like a bow unſtrung, and the whole animal 
tem like a motionleſs log. —— Behold a perſon of 
he moſt delicate ſenſations, and amiable diſpoſiticnss 


iſual ray, at leaſt, diſtinguiſh not objects. His ears, 
ih the organs unimpairec, and articulate accents 
eating upon the drum, perceive not the ſound ; at 
aſt, apprehend not the meaning. The ſenſes, and 
teir exquiſitely fine feelings, are overwhelmed with 

unaccountable ſtupefaction. You call him a ſocial 
reature; but where are his ſocial affections? He 
nows not the father that begat him; and takes no 
otice-of the friend, that is as his own ſout. The 
ite of his boſom may expire by his fide, and he lie 
nconcerned as a barbarian. The children of his 


en in the ſame chamber, remain untouched with 


ws ſcholar : whoſe judgment is piercing, and able 
trace the moſt intricate dificultics of ſcience; "his 


Konomy quite diſconcerted. Inſtcad of- cloſe con- 


ing but a diſorderly jumble ot crude conceptions, 
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ON THE NIGH 1 . 


an a ſtanding miracle. Behold the moſt vigorous 


is eyes, though thrown wide open, admit not the 


ddy may be tortured with the ſevereſt pangs ; and he, 


ie leaſt commiſeration. - Behold the moſt in ge- 


ſte refined, and quick to reliſh all the beauties of”. 
atiment and compoſition, Yet, at this juncture, the 
king faculties are unhinged, and the intellectual 


ed reaſonings, nothing but a disjointed huddle f 
lurd ideas; inſtead of well: digeſted principles, no- 


LY 


be moſt palpable deluſions, impoſe upon his imagi - 
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„ CONTEMPLATTIONS 


nation. The whole night paſſes, and he frequently | 
, miſtakes it for a ſingle minute: is not ſenſible of the 
tranſition, hardly ſenſible of any duration. | 
F  _' Yet, no ſooner does the morning draw back his | 
curtain, and day-light fill the room, but he awakes, i # 
and finds himſelf poſeſſed of all the valuable endow. WW 
ments; which, for teveral hours, were ended or 7 
_ loſt. He feels his finews braced, and fit for action: k 
his ſenſes are alert and keen. The frozen affections e 
melt with tenderneſs : the romantic viſionary brightens e 
into the maſter of reaſon, And what is beyond mea WW 
ſure ſurpriſing, the intoxicated mind works itſelf ſo. WW)! 
ber, not by /low degrees: but in the twinkling of a 
eye, recovers from its perturbation. Why does 
not the numbneſs, that ſeizes the animal powers, 
continue; and chain the limbs in a perpetual liſtles 
_ "Inability? Why does not the ſtupor that deadens al 
the nice operations of the ſenſes, hold faſt its poſſcl. 
ion ? When the thoughts are once diſadjuſted, vy P 
are they not always in confuſion ? How is it that the * 
are rallied in a moment; and, from the wildeit irre 
| "el reduced to the moſt orderly array? Wn) 
From an ina#ivity, reſembling death; and from e 
__ _Fravagancies, little differing from madneſs; bow | fur 
the body fo /uddenly reſtored to vigour and agility iſ 
How is the underſtanding infantaneouly re- eſtablii e 
ed, in ſedateneſs and harmony? — durely, . this Pt 
„the Lok p's doing, and it ſhould be marvellous i. 
1 our eyes ; ſhould awaken our gratitude, and inſpirti de 
our praiſe. 10 
Tuts is the time in which ghoffs are ſuppoſed t lbe 
make their appearance. Now the timorous imag inatii be 
teems with phantoms, and creates numberleſs terro 100 

to itſelf, Now dreary forms, in ſullen ſtate, ftv 
along the gloom 3 or, ſwifter than lightning, glid . 


àcroſs the ſhades. Now voices more than mortal * at 


1 2 Vox quogue per lutos vulgo exaudita filentes | 
Mens, & ſimulacra modis pallentia miris ses 
Jia ſib oofrum abe. wu 


he; 
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+» ON THE NIGHT. 43 
ward from the echoing vaults, and groans iſſue 
om the hollow tombs. Now melancholy ſpectres 
viſit the ruins of ancient monaſteries, and frequent 
the ſolitary dwellings of the dead. They paſs and re- 
paſs in unſubſtantial images, along the forſaken galle- 
lies; or take their determined ſtand over ſome lament- 
ed grave, —How often has the ſchoolboy fetched a 
bag circuit, and trudged many a needleſs ſtep, in 
order to avoid the haunted church-yard? Or, if ne- 
eflity, ſad neceflity, has obliged him to croſs the ſpot, 
where human ſhulis are lodged below, and the baleſul 
eus ſhed ſupernumerary horrors above; a thouſand 
F hideous ſtories ruſh into his memory: fear adds wings 
to his feet; he ſcarce touches the ground; dares not 
pace look behind him; and bleſſes his good fortune, 
if no frightful ſound purred at his heels, if no ghaſtly 
ape bolted upon his fight # _ : ; 
It is ſtrange to obſerve the exceſſive timidity, that 
poſſefles many peoples minds on this fanciful occaſion s 
yhile they are void of all concern on others of the 
not tremendous import. Thoſe, who are ſtartled, in 
wy dark and lonely walk, at the very apprehenſion of 
WF: fiogle ſpectre, are nevertheleſs unimpreſſed at the im 
ſure proſpect of entering into a whole world of diſemm Wl 
bodied betngs. Nay, are without any emotions o 8 
we, though they know themſelves to be haſtening in... 
bthe preſence of the great, infinite, and'eternal Spis ' 
it—»hould fome pale mefl:nger from the regions of + 
fie dead, draw back our curtains at the hour of mid. 
night; and, appointiag ſome particular place, ſay, as 
he horrid apparition to Brutus, 1 meet thee there + : 
believe, the boldeſt heart would feel ſomething, like 
panic; would ſeriouſly think upon the adventure, 
Jad be in pain for the event. But when a voice from 


ee that valuable poem, ſtiled THE crave. 1 

Tbe ſtory of Brutus, and his evi! genius, is well known. Nor 
uſt it be denied, that the preciſe words of the ſpectre to the hero 
dee, II meet. thee ot Philippi. But, as this would not anſwer my 
Aupoſe, | was obliged to make an alte; ation in the circumſtance of 

ile, | | | : | | | . 
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44 CONTEMPLATIONS 

' heaven cries, in the awakening language of the prophet 
Prepare to mert thy GOD, 0 Gael *; how little l 
the warning regarded! how ſoon is it forgot! Pre. 
poſterous ſtupidity ! To be utterly unconcer ned, where 

it is the trueſt wiſdom to take the alarm; and to be 
all trepidation, where there is nothing really terrible} 
Do thou, my fonl, remember thy Saviour's ad- 
monition ; © I will forewarn you, whom you ſhall 
« fear. Fear not theſe imaginary horrors of the 
& night; but fear that awful Being; whoſe revelation 
of himſelf, though with expreſſions of peculiar 
« mercy, made Maſes, his favourite ſervant, tremble 

« exceedingly : ' whole manifeſtation, with purpoſes 
t of inexorable vengeance, will make mighty con. 
« querors, that were familiar with dangers, and 

- & eſtranged to diſmay z call upon the mountains to 
« fall on them, and the rocks to cover them: the 
©& menace of whoſe majeſtic eye, when he comes at. 
*& tended with thouſand thouſands of his immortal 
40 
40 


« hoſts, will make the very heavens. cleave aſun- 
« der, and the world flee away. O! dread his 
dic diſpleaſure ; ſecure his favour; and then thou 
, mayſt commit all thy other anxzetzes to the wind; 
e thou mayſt laugh at every other fear.“ 
> © This brings to my mind a memorable and amazing 
occurrence, recorded in the book of Job + : which 1s 
I 1 think, no inconſiderable proof of the real exi/en 
of apparitions 4, on ſome very extraordinary emer 

e „„ e gencies 


%, 


Amos iv. 12. f Jobiv. 22. 14. &c. 1 

F Proof of the real exiſtence of apparitions, if the ſenſe in lic 

I have always underſtood this paſſage be true. ——E:iphaz, [apps 

bend, was neither in a trance, nor in a dream, but perfectly awake 

N Though he ſpeaks of ſleep; he ſpeaks of it, as fallen 80 

upon bhiniſelf, but upon other men. He does not mention dream 

though DIL Somnia, would have ſuited the verſe (if the book 

be in metre jaltogether as well as HN Viftones It could not 

I think, be a wind, as ſome tranſlate the word IV- Becauſe, tht 

circumſtance of /tanding ftill, is not ſo compatible, with the nato 

of a wind; and a wind would have paſſed above him; all ro 

bim, as well as before him; not to add, how low a remark it 5 
and how vn wortchy of a place in ſo auguſt a deſcription, that 
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tales, which ſuperſtition has raiſed, and credulity re- 
ceived. Since it teaches us, that if, at any time, thoſe 
fiſitants from the unknown world, render themſelves 
perceivable by mortals, it is not upon any errand of 
frivolous conſequence ; but, to convey intelligences: 
of the utmoſt moment, or to work impreſſions of the 
higheſt advantage. 2 8 

It was in the dead of night. All nature lay ſhroud» 
ed in darkneſs. Every creature was buried in ſleep. 
The moſt profound filence reigned through the uni- 
verſe, In theſe ſolemn moments, Eliphaz alone, all 
wake ful and ſolitary, was muſing upon ſublime and 
heavenly ſubjects.— When, lo! an awful being, 
from the invifible realms, burſt into his apartment *. 
4 ſpirit paſſed before his face. Aſftoniſbment ſeized the 


trembled all over him; and the hair of his head ſtood 
erect with horror, —— Sudden, and unexpected, was: 
the appearance of the phantom; but not ſuch its de- 
farture. It ficod ſtill, to preſent itſelf more fully to- 


themſclves to Abraham reſting at the door of his tent, and to Lat 
being in the gate of Sodom; or elſe, the ſpitit of ſome departed ſaint, 


Myes and E'ijob on the mount of transfiguration,— 
Muming ſome vebicle, in order to become viſible to the human 
ge. Which, accordingly, Elpbaz ſaw, exhibiting itlelt as an 


idle, either to detcribe its afpett, or to diſcern whom it teſembled. 
have given this folemn pifture a ndern areſi, rather for the ſake 


Gſcription, in Eiiph.z's own language, is awful apt affecting to the 
degree. A Night-picce, dreticd in all the circumſtances of the 
epeſt horror, 1 8 


Wy thing ſuperior or comparable to this. The judges of five com- 


— 


ud in his mind, 
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” ; while it diſcountenances thoſe legions of idle 


dcholder. His bones ſhivered within him; his fleſh” 


his view. It made a folemn pauſe, to prepare his 


aul not diſcern the form of a wind,——1t ſeems, therefore, to have 
been a real ſpirit; either angelical, as were thoſe, which preſented 


uin the caſe of SamurP's apparition, or the famous appearance of 
A ſpirit, . £4 


dj: of Hght. But ſaw ſo o!/cu'ely and inciſtindtiy, as not to be- 


df variety and illuſtration, han from any apprehenſion of impro- 5 
ung the admirable original. Such an attempt, 1 am fenfible, would 
t more abſurd, than to lacqucr gold, or paint che diamond. Tlie. 


p ion, whether Shak-/peare him felt, though ſo 
ſeculiaily happy, for his gieat command ot terrifying images, has 


we the maſterly ſtrokes; and, 1 belicve; the moſt ordinary | 
Rader feels them, chilling bis blood, and awakening emotions g 


mind 


5 . 10 ed man, be juſt before the mighty G J D e Shall 


© ounces its own attainments; and, conſequently, fub- 


=  inculcate this leſſon, the Son of the Ble fed came down 
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mind for ſome momentous mefſige, —— After which, 
a voice was heard. A voice, for the importance of its 
meaning, worthy to be had in everlaſting remem- 
brance; for the ſolemnity of its delivery, enough to 
alarm a heart of ſtone. It ſpoke; and this was the 
purport of its words:“ SH man, rail and wretch. 


t even the moſt upright and accompliſbed of mortals be 
pure in the fight of his Maker * ?\" Beh:[d, and con- 
„ ſider it attentively He put no ſuch fraſt in his moſt 
© exalted ſervants, as ſhould beſpeak them altogether 
* ©« incapable of defect or authoriſe them to arrogate 
- © any honour to themſelves. And his very angel, 
without the leaſt injury to their character, he char. 
% g with folly ; as ſinking, even in the higheſt per- 
« tection of their holineſs, infinitely beneath his 
, tranſcendent glories; as falling, even in all the fide- 
« lity-of their obedience, inexpreſſtbly ſhort of the 
% homage due to his moſt adorable Majeſty, And, 
«it angclic natures muſt not preſume to juſtify either 
* themſelves, or their ſervices, before immaculate 
es and uncreated purity; how much le/s doth ſuch a 
carriage become them, that dwell in houſes of cliy; 
e whole original is from the duſt, and whole ſtate is 
F „„ | 

I would obſerve from hence, the very fingular ne- 
ceſſity of that poverty of Spirit, which entirely re- 


mies to the righteouſneſs. of the incarnate Gop. To 
from heaven; and preſſed no other principle, with fo 


i There. ſcems to be a fgnificant and beautiful gradatigy in the 
Hebreu words VN and D, uv hich I have endeavoured to pres 
ſer ve. by a ſort of para phraſtic verſion, —The reader will obſetve 4 #W 


turn given to the ſentiment, and much neblcr than that which ove 
* Engliſh tranſlation <xhibits. The paſſage, thus rendercd, pc ks 
2 truth incomparably more weighty, and needful to be inc ulcer 1 
ted. A truth, exactly parallel to that humbling confeſſion of the U. 
Prophet, Ve are l. as an unclean thing ; and to that ſolemn wy hy 
ration of the Pſalm.ſt, In thy ſight ſna'l no man ting be | J aſtibed. id. by 


Schult. in loc. 
iz $ 24 | wo. . I epeated 
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———wwNTHE NIGHT; - 47 
woeated ® an importunity, on his hearers. To inftil 
the ſame doctrine, the Hol. v GnosT touched be 
lips of the apoſtles with ſacred eloquence; and made 1 
it an eminent part of their commiſſion, ** to bring 1 
down every high imagination.“ That no expedient 

night be wanting, to give it a deep and laſting effica- BY. 

cy on the human mind; a phantom ariſes from the 
valley of the ſhadow of death, or a teacher deſcends: 
| from the habitation of ſpirits, 


Whatever then, we: 
negle&t; let us not neglect to cultivate hig grace, 
which has been. ſo. variouſly taught, ſo powerfully; 
eoforced.. / > | | e | 


Hank H a doleful voice—With ſudden ſtarts, and 
lideous ſcreams, it diſturbs the ſilence of the peaceful 
vight, It is the /creech-owl, ſometimes. in frantic, 
ſometimes in diſconſolate accents, uttering her woes . 
dhe flies the vocal grove, and ſhuns the ſociety of all. 
the feathered choir, The blooming. gardens, and 
flowery meads, have no charms for her. Obſcure 
ſhades, ragged ruins, and walls overgrown with ivy, . 
ae her favourite haunts. Above, the moulderin 
precipice nods, and threatens a fall; below, the 5 
crawls, or the. poiſonous adder hiſſes. The ſprightly- 0 IM 
morning, which awakens other animals into joy, ads 2 
miniſters no pleaſure to this gloomy recluſe. Even the 1 
Iniling face of day is her averſion; and all its lovely 
kenes create nothing but uncaſineſs. | — 
So, juſt ſo, would it fare with the ungedly; were it: 
ſpolſible to ſuppoſe their admiſſion, into the chaſte and 
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*Itis well worthy of our obſervation, ſays an excellent com- 
tentator, That no one ſentence uttered by our Lo xb, is fo fre- 
ently repeated as this; Whojoever ſpill exalt himſelf, ſhall be abaſed ; aud 

Ft Mell bumble himſelf,” ſpall be  cxaited ; which concurs at leaſt ten 
We in the Evaugelilts.. 1 . | 

S ague culminibu, ferali car mine bulo+ - a 1 

Sepe gueri, lung que in flctum ducere voce. 3 | 

Thus ſung that charming genius, that - prince-of the ancient pocts-. 
dt moit conſummate maſter of cleganie and accuracy; all whoſe: 

ments arc nature, whoſe every uc/crip,ion is a picture, whole-whole:: - 
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438 ,CONTEMPLATIONS 
bright. abodes of endleſs felicity. They would fad 
nothing but difappointment and ſhame, even at the 
.  fountain-head of happineſs and honour. For how 
could the tongue, habituated to profaneneſs, taſte any 
— 8 in joining the harmonious adorations of hea. 
ven? How could the lips, cankered with flander, 
.rehſh the raptures of everlaſting praiſe? Where 
would be the fatis faction of the vain beauty, or the 
fupercilious grardze ?” Since, in the temple of the ſkics, 
no incenſe of flattery would be addrefled to the one; 
nor any obſcquious homage paid to the other. The 
tranſcendert and immaculate purity of the bleſſed 
Gop, would flaſh confuſion on the laſcivious eye, 
And the envious mind, muſt be on a rack of ſelf. 
tormenting paſſions ; to obſerve millions of happy 
beings, ſhining in all the perfections of glory, and 
mo themſelves in the fulneſs of joy. In ſhort, 
the unſanctified foul, amidſt holy and triumphant ſpi- 
Tits ; even in the refined regions of bliſs and immor- 
tality; would be like this melancholy bird, diſlidged 
from her darkſome retirement, and impriſoned under 
— 4.2 oo Se ES 
The voice of this creature, ſcreaming at our wins 
dows, or of the raven croaking over our roof, is, 
"they lay, a ren of approaching death; There are per- 
fons who would regard ſuch an incident, with no 
ſmall drgree of ſolicitude. Trivial as ir is; it would 
— , g 1 2 2 1 ; 1 
„Inno forberr taking notice, with what adwir: ble enplaſi 
and. propriety dur Lo xD touches this important point, in his meme: 
table conference wih Nirodemns. Verihy, verily, I ſoy wits thee, Ei 
nl man be born again, he cannot eater iulo ibe king lem of be- ven; q. d. 
„ I wave the authority. of the ſupreme Judge, and ſpeak with the ine 
« ſtructive condeſcenſion of a maſter in Th ach Though | might, wu 
« out being liable to the leaſt conticul, paſs it into a forcre!ga de 
_ W cree; that unrenewed mortals, who are flaves to corrupt aj 15 
, tte, SHALL NOT enter the habitatians of the juſt; I rat 
„ chooſe to repreſent it, as a caſe uitir;y impoſſib'es ard charge the 
« calamity, not upon bine /evirity, But: human fi Such perſons 
1 from the very nature of things, preelude- therwſelves ; they ing 
A pacitate their own mind; and contrarieties muſt be recynciled, 
before ih, in theit unregenerate condition, can be pa: takers 0 
© pole ſpiritual and ſublime delights,” John iii. 3% 
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dump their ſpirits, and perhaps break their reſt, — Oe 
einnot but wonder, that people ſhould ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be affrighted at ſuch fantaſical, and yer be 
quite unaffected with real preſages of their diſſolutiag. 
Real preſages of this awful event, addreſs us from 
every quarter. What are theſe incumbent glooms, that 
overwhelm the world, but a kind of pall provided for 
nature 3 and an image of that long night, which will 
quickly cover the inhabitants of the whole earth? 
| What an affinity has the ſleep “, which will very ſoon 
veigh down my drowſy eye-lids, with that ſtate of 
entire ceflation, in which all my ſenſes muſt be laid 
afide | The filent chamber, and the bed of flumber, 
are à very fignificant repreſentative of the land where 
all things are buſhed ; all things are forgotten, — ._ 
What meant that deep death. bell note, which the 
other evening, ſaddened the air? Laden with heaviet | 
accents, it ſtrack our ears, and ſeemed to knock at 
the door of our hearts, Surely, it brought a meſfage 
to ſurviving mortals, and thus the ridings ran: 
„ Mortais, the deſtroyer of your race is on his 
" way. The laſt enemy has begun the chalez ©» IM 
and is gaining ground upon you every moment. 
„ His paths are ftrewed with heaps of lin. Even 
„ now, his javelin has laid one of your neighbours in 
the duſt; and will ſoon, very ſoon, aim the inevi- 
* table blow at every one of your lives.“ ö 
We need not go down to the charnel houſe, nor 
carry our ſearch into the repoſitories of the dead; in 
order to find memorials of our impending doom. K 
multitude of thele remembrancers are planted in all 
our paths, and point the heedleſs paſſengers to their 
| lonp-home. I can hardly enter a conſiderable town, 
but [ meet the ftuncral-proceflion, or the mourners 
poing about the ſtreets. The atchievement ſuſpended 
en the wall, or the erape ſtreaming is. the air, are 
vlent intimations ; that both rich and poor have been 
fMptying their houſes, and repleniſhing their fe» 
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en, that have juſt left their clay amidſt Weeping 


all the earth. There is not a newſpaper comes to my 
hand, but, amidft all its entertaining narrations, reads 
ſeveral ſerious lectures of mortality. What elſe are 
the repeated accounts, of age, worn aut by ſlow conſu- 


ſudden ſtroke of caſualty ? Of patriots, exchanging 
> * their ſeats in the ſenate, for a lodging in the tomb; 
_ of miſers, reſigning their breath, and (O! relentleſs 


deſtiny I) leaving their very riches for others ?—Even 
"theſe vehicles of our amulement, are regiſters of the. 


_ decorations. of our public buildings, and the moſt 


death, and trophies of the tomb? That marble buſt; 
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E . ownl—lſce; 1 hear; and Oh ! 1 feel, this great truth. 
II is interwoven with my. conſtitution. The frequent 


limbs; what every diſeaſe, that has aſſaulted my health; 


Which are ture as. oracles, awaken our attention, and: 


being warned f GOD, prepared an ark, O! imitate 
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pulchres. I can ſcarce join in any converſation, but 
mention is made of ſome that are given over by the 
pbyfician, and hovering on the confines of eternity, 


ends, and are gone to appear before the Judge of 


ming ſickneſſes; and of youth, daſhed to pieces by ſome 


deceaſed; and the voice of fame ſeldom. ſounds, but 
in concert with a knell, 5 1 | 

- Theſe monitors croud every place; rot ſo much as 
the ſcenes. of our diverſions excepted. What are the 


elegant furniture of our parlours ; but the imagery of 


and thoſe gilded pictures; how ſolemnly they recognize. 
the fate of others, and ſpeakingly remind us ot our 


decays ot the ſtructure, forctel its final ruin. What. 
are all the pains, that have been darted through my 


but the advanced guards. of the foc?: What are the 
Ianguors and wearinelſs, that: attend the labours of 
each reyolving day; but the more ſecret practices of 
. ſlowly undermining the earthly taber- 
nacle. | EO Rs 
- Amidft ſo many notices, ſhall we go on thought» 
leſs and unconcerned? Can none of theſe prognoſtics, 


engage our circumipection? Noah, it is written, 


of, 


this excellent example, Admoniſhed by ſuch a cloud 
26555 # 4 | W : | Dion 


—— | 


FIN THENIGHT ww 
| of vitnefſes, be continually putting thyſelf in a readi- 
neſs for the laſt change. Let not that day, of which 
thou haſt ſo many infallible ſigns, come upon thee 
noawares._— Get the ivy untwined, and thy affec- 
tions diſentangled from this enchanting world; that 
thou mayſt be able to quit it without reluctance. Get 
the dreadful handwriting cancelled, and all thy fins 

blotted out; that thou mayſt depart in peace, and 
have nothing to fear at the deciſive tribunal, Get, 
0! get thy foul intereſted in the Redeemer's merits, 
and transformed into his ſacred image; then ſhalt thou 
he meet for the inheritance of ſaints in light, and 
mayſt even deſire to be diſſolved, and to be with 

Cahgis r. - : i 1 

SOMETIMES, in my evening walk, I have heard 
. The wakeful bird _ 
Sing darkling, and, in ſhadiejt covert hid, 
Tune her "nocturnal note *. n 


How different the airs of this charming ſongſter, 
from thoſe harſh and boding ovtcries ! The little 
creature ran through all the variations of muſic; and 
ſhewed herſelf miſtreſs of every grace, that conſtitutes 
or embelliſhes harmony. — Sometimes the ſwells a 
manly throat, and her ſong kindles into ardour: the 
fone is fo bold, and ſtrikes with ſuch energy, that you 
yould imagine the ſprightly ſerenader in the very next 
thicket, Anon, the train languiſbes, and the mourn 
ful minſtrel melts into tenderneſs: the melancholy 
Notes juſt ſteal upon the ſhades, and faintly touch 
Jour ear; or, in ſoft and ſadly-pleafing accents, ſeem 
o die along the diſtant vale, Silence is all attemion; 
ad night liſtens to the trilling tale. 1 
Wha an invitation is this, to ſlip away from the 
bronged City ! This coy and modeſt minſtrel, enter- 
Uns only the lovers of retirement. Thoſe, that are 
kouhng over their bowls, or ranting at the riotous 
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* Mitt, Par. Loſt, Book III. I. 38, ch tat. 2 7 


ares not, or delights not, to retire into itſelf ,— 
Are we charmed with the nightingale's ſong? Do 


N 
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52 CONTEMPLATIONS 
club, loſe this feaſt of harmony.——In like manner, 
the pleaſures of religion; the joy of reconciliation 
with Gop; the ſatisfaction ariſing from the unbound. 
ed, raviſhing proſpect of a bliſsful immortality ; theſe 
are all loſt to the mind, that is ever in the croud; and 


we wiſh to have it nearer, and hear. it oftener? O! 
let us ſeek a renewed heart, and a reſigned will; 
aA conſcience that whiſpers peace, and paſſions 
that are tuned by grace: then, ſhall we never 
Want a melody in our own breaſts, far more muſically 
_ pleaſing than ſweet Philomela's ſweeteſt ſtrains. 
As different as the voices of theſe birds, are the cir- 
eumſlances of thoſe few mortals, who continue awake, 
Some are {quandering pearls, ſhall I ſay, or king. 
doms? No; but what is unſpeakably more precious, 
time. Squandering this ineſtimable talent, with the 


moſt ſenſeleſs and wanton prodigality. Not content ! 

with allowing a few ſpare minutes, for the purpoſe of ſro 
neceſſary recreation; they laviſh many hours, devote 

*awhole nights, to that idle diverſion of /bufling, ranging, 


and detaching, a ſet of painted paſte- boards. — Others, 
' Inſtead of this buſy trifling, act the part of their own 
tormentors. They even piquet themſelves “, and call 
it amuſement ; they are torn by wild horſes, and yet 
term it a ſport. What elſe is the game/ter's practice, 
while his mind is held in the moſt anxious ſuſpenſe, and 
agitated by the ferceſt extremes of hope and tar! 
While the dice are rattling, his heart is throbbing z 
His fortune is tottering; and, poſſibly, at the ve! 
next throw, the one finks in the gulph of ruin, the 
Other is hurried into the rage of diſtraction, 
* Some, ſnatched from the bloom of health, and the 
lap of plenty, are confined to the chamber of jichny's 
Where they are conſtrained (O fad alternative !) 
either to plunge into the everlaſting world, in 4 
unprepared condition; or elſe, to think over all thi 
In alluſion to a. very painful puniſhment, inflicted on deli 
. gents among the ſoldier j. „ SSF5, © li 
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es of a heedleſs life, and all the bittere of aps 
proaching death. The diſeaſe rages; it baffles the 
farce of medicine; and urges the reluctant wretch,. 
1 the brink of the precipice. While furies rouſe the 
coſcience, and point at the bottomleſs pit below.— 


the huſband of her boſom, and bereft of all her other 
offspring 3 is, even now, receiving the blow which con- 
hmmates her misfortunes . In vain, ſhe tries to 
fſuage the ſorrows of a beloved ſon: in vain, the 
ttempts, with her tender offices, to prolong a life, 
learer then her own, He faints in her arms; he 
hows his head; he drops in death. The laſt pang, 
which diſlodges the unwilling ſoul, rends an only. 
hild, from the yearning embraces of a parent; and 


tars away the ſupport of her age, from a diſconſolate 
widow. | e 


jience, . they ſigh for a diſſolution. Some pining a- 


- In inundation of dropſical waters. On tome a relentleſs 
cer has faſtened its envenomed teeth ; and is gnaw- 
oy; them, though in the midſt of bodily vigour, in 


wt carried out, the only ſon of fis mother, and ſuc wes a widow, — What 
beautiful gradation is here l every freſh circumſtance is an addi- 
nal aggravation of the calamity : till, at length, the deſcription is 
Miked up into the molt finiſhed picture, of exquiſite and incon- 
able diſtreſs. He was a young man e cut off in the flower of life, 
dſt a thouſand gay expectations, and ſmiling hopes. He was an 


landoned to her woes, without any to ſhare her ſorro ws, or com- 
1 er under her misfortunes.— 1s not this a fine ſketch of the 
ae? Who can confider the narrative, with any attention, 


| Mi, 13. a 5 


Perhaps, his drooping mother, deprived long ago of 


While heſe long for a reprieve; others invite the 
troke, Quite weary of the world, with a reſtleſs im- 


my under the fediaus decays of an incurable conſump- 
hin; or gaſping for breath, and almoſt ſuffocated, amidſt 


This brings to my mind one of the deepeſt and moſt affecting 
nurntug-pieces extant in writing. The facred hiſtorian paints it in 
ll the ſimplicity of ſtile; and yet in all the ſtrength of colouring. _ 
When [es vs came nigh to the gate of the city, behold! there was a dead - 


ſen; the afMicted mother's all: ſo that none remained to pre- 
Me the name, or perpetuate the family. And, what rendered the 
le ſtill more deplorable;- ſhe was 4 widow t left entirely deſolate, 


er feel his heart penetrated with a tender commiſeration? 


I -  flone. Oh! how the pain writhes her limbs; bow 
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the midſt of pitying friends, gradually to death, Other 


_ Jy roll! Methinks, the night condoles with theſe he 
diiſtreſſed children; and ſheds dewy tears over thei 

- forrowful abodes.— But, of all mortals, 7hey are 
the moſt exquiſitely miſerable, who groan beneath the 


_ chained to the gallies, or of an exile condemned to the 
mines, is a perfect paradiſe compared with theirs, 


one ſcrious reffection on this variety of human woes ! 


vale of tears, and are environed with ſuch a multitude 
of ragged thorns. It might teach them, no long: 


: ey ; but ro aſpire, with a determined aim, atter tho 
_ happy regions, where delights abundant and unim 
bittered flow. | | 


dom would more earneſtly deprecate, than theſe ſcve 
ral caſes of grievous tribulation ? IJbere are; and 
What is very aſtoniſbing, they are frequently the dee 


laaunching out into the depths of extravagance, an 
their reputation, and ſacrificing their peace, to thel 


in debauchericsz and ſhipwrecking the intereſts c 

their tamilics, in their bowls; and, what is worl A 
are for feiting the joys of an eternal heaven, for ti 

_ fordid ſatisfactions of the beaſt 3 for the tran/itory ſet 

- Jations of an hour. 

_ how far am 1 from envying your inordinate revel 
(1 8 | OY, 


at 
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are on a rack of agonies, by convulſiue fits of the 


the ſweat bede ws their flcſh; and their eye- balls wild. 


preſſure, of a melancholy mind; or ſmart under the 
laſhes, of a re/entful conſcience. Though robed in 
ermine; or covered with jewels; the ſtate of a ſlave 


O!] that the vefaries of mirth; whoſe life is a cons 
tinued round of merriment and whim ; would beſtoy 
It might render them leſs enamoured with the fe 


languid- ſweets that are thinly ſcattered through thi 


to dance away their years with a giddy rambling in 


Can there be circumſtances, which a man of vis de 


fire and the choice of thoſe, who fancy themſclve 
the ſole heirs of happineſs: thoſe, I mean, who a 


running exceflive lengths ot riot; who are proſtitutin 


luſts: who are ſapping the foundations of their bealt 


0 ye {lives oft appetit 
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In! little are you ſenſible ; that while voluptuouſneſs C 
Gowers her roſes, and luxury diffuſes her odours ; 
they ſcatter poz/ons alſo, and ſhed unheeded bane *, 
Frils incomparably more malignant, than the worm- 
wood and gall of the ſharpeſt affliction.— Since death 
bin the drunkard's cup; and worſe than poniards ia 
the barlot's embrace; may it ever be the privilege of 
the man whom I tove, to go without his ſhare of theſe 
whilent ſweets |! | „ 


ABUNDANCE of living ſparks glitter in the lanes, 
4nd twinkle under the hedges. I ſuppoſe they are 
he glow-worms ; which have lighted their little lamps, 
1nd obtained leave, through the abſence of the ſun, 
o play a feeble beam. A faint glimmer juſt ſerves 
o render them perceivable z without tending at all to 
liſſipate the ſhades, or making any amends for the de- 
parted day,—dhould a traveller, dropping with wet, 
nd ſhivering with cold, hover round this mimicry of 
fre; in order to dry his garments, and warm his be- 
wmbed limbs: ſhould ſome unfortunate rover, gro- 
ping kor his way in a black and dark night, take ene 
bf theſe languid tapers, as a light to his feet, and a 
kntern to his paths: how certainly would both the 
Ine and the other be fruſtrated of their expeQation ! 
And are they more likely to ſucceed, who neglect- 
by that ſovereign balm, which diſtilled from the 
mots; fly to any carnal diverſion, to heal theanxiety of 
be mind? Who, deaf to the infallible deciſions of re- 
Khtion ; reſign themſelves over to the erroneous con- 
Aures of reaſon, in order to find the way that leadeth 
to life! Or, laſtly, who apply to the /70th of this 


es; in the flow'rs that wreathe the ſparkling bowl, r 
Fell adders hiſs, and pois'nous ſerpent, roll. Priar's Sol. 


Nen ſurve eſt ſuavitatibus iſtis carerel — In this fine ſentence 
Jed trom St Auguſtine, there is much the ſame beautiful turn, aud 
olle ſentiment, as in thoſe lines of Mr Pope, „ 


Count all th' advantage proſp'rous vice attains, 5 "hr I 
Tis but what virtue flics om, and diidainss LR 25 | 
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vain world, for a ſatisfactory portion, and a ſubſtin. 


tial happineſs? Their conduct is in no degree 
> Fifer ; their diſappointment equally ſure; and their f 
| | miſcarriage infinitely more diſaſtrous. To (peak u 
the delicate language of a ſacred writer, “ They ſow n 
the wind, and will reap the whirlwind *.“ n 
Io fay the truth; the pleaſures of the world, which, 
we are all fo prone to dote upon; and the powers of i 0 
E.. - fallen reaſon, which /ome are 10 apt to idolize +; arc 
pot only vain, but treacherous. Not only a painted f. 
= flame, like theſe ſparkling animals; but much like ( 
thoſe unctuous exhalat ions, which ariſe from the marin 
ground, and often dance before the eyes of the be- es 
nighted wayfaring man. Kindled into a fort of fre f 
they perſooate a guide, and ſeem to offer their ſervice Wi 
but blazing with deluſive light, miſlead their follover ur 
into hidden pits, headlong precipices, and unfathom Jer 
Able gulfs; where far from his beloved fricnds, fu nc 
from all hopes of ſuccour, the unhappy wanderer iii or: 
 Iwallowed up, and loſt. | 6 x 
I Nor long ago, we obſerved a- very ſurpriſing ap un 
| ; | © Hoſ. viii. 7. N * | | | ; 0 
I I hope it will be obſerved, that I am far from dectying thi 1 1 
_- noble faculty of reaſon, when exerted in her proper ſphcre; and yl 
3 Acting in a deferential ſubo r dina tion to the revealed will ot Heave 
While ſhe exerci es her powers within theſe appointed limits, ſhe ; 
A unſpeakably ſerviceable, and cannot be too induſiriouſly cultivate; the 
gut, when ſhe ſets up herſelf in provd contradiſtinſtion to the face 
- , gracles; when all-arrogant and felf-ſufficient, fhe ſay: to the word 0 pla 
ſcripture, I have ng need of thee; ſhe is then, I muſt he bold ro mail tor 
.. tain, not only a glow-worm, but an ignis fatuus; not only a bubbi 
but a ſaare, 526 | | , 
lay not this remark, with the ſtricteſt propriety; and witho 
the leaſt limitation; be applied to the generality ot ove modern 19 
mantes, novels, and too many of our theatrical cntertaz-menty 1 
5 "Theſe are commonly calculated, to inflame a wanton fancy, et, 
conducted with fo much mudeſty, as not to debauch the echten 
3 mary pervert the judgment, and bewilder the taſte. By their ner T 
= _dible adventures; their extravagant parade of gallantry ; aid is C5 
1 characters, widely different from truth and nature; th:y 1p.” 
4 fooliſh conccits; beget idle expectations; introduce a diiguſt ot g b 5 
„ nuine kiſtory; and iudiſpolſe their. admirers, to acquicſce in the dice i 5 
_ <jvilities,. or to reliſh the ſober ſatisfactions of common lite. 0 
. i . pearang | 
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PRLoON THE NIGHT: - 57 
jearance in the weſtern ſky, A prodigious flar took 
its flaming rout through thoſe coaſts; and trailed, as 
it paſſed, a tremendous length of fires, almoſt over = 
half the heavens: Some, I imagine, viewed the por- [i 
teatous ſtranger with much the fame anxious amazes . 3 
ment, as Belſbaz zar beheld the handwriting upon the 
wall. Some looked upon it as a bloody Hag, hung 
out by divine reſentment over a guilty world. Some 
xead, in its glaring viſage, the fate of nations, and the 
fall of kingdoms . To others it ſhook, or ſeemed to 
ſhake, peſtilence and war from its horrid hair. For 
my part, I am not ſo ſuperſtitious, as to regard what 
every aſtrologer has to prognoſticate upon the acceſ- 
lion of a comet, or the awful projection of its huge 
papoury train. Nothing can be more precarious and 
unjuſtifiable, than to draw ſuch concluſions from ſuch 
events: fince they are neither preternatural effects, 
nor do they throw the frame of things into any di- 
order, I would rather adore that omnipotent Being, 
who rolled thoſe ſtupendous orbs from his creating 
hand; and leads them, by his providential eye, through 
unmeaſurable tracks of æther: who bids them now 
approach the ſun, and glow with unſufferable ardors t 
now retreat to the utmoſt bounds of our planetary 
yſtem, and make their entry among other worlds. 


» w<{ CCD JW Ho TS kD 


Takx are harmleſs viſitants. I acquit them from 
the charge of cauſing, or being acceflary to deſolating 
plagues, Would to GoD there were no other more 
formidable indications of approaching judgments, or 


F : ——Liguida fi quando notice comets. | oy” 

| Sanguine lugubrei rulent, 28 Virgo 
t —Crinemque timendi DOS, | | 5 

Stderis & terris mutantem regna cometem, 7 Lucan. 


7 The comet in the year 1680, according to Sir Jace Newton's 

, ©omputation, was, in its neareſt approach, above 166 times 

| Vearer the fun than the earth is. Conſequently, its heat was then ; 

1 25009 times greater than that of ſummer, 80 that a ball of iron „ 

* big as the carth, heated by it, would hardly become cool in 15 

* 3» - 
$0000 Years.” Der. Aſtr. Theol ps 237. We, 
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38. CONTEMPLATIONS 
impending ruin! But, alas! when vice becomes pre- 
dominant, and irreligion almoſt epidemical : when 
the Sabbaths of a jealous God, are notoriouſly pro 
faned; and that * name, which is great, wonderful 
„ and holy,” is proſtituted to the meaneſt, or abuſed 
to the, moſt execrable purpoſes : when the worſhip of 
the great Creator and Preſerver of mankind is baniſh 
ed from many of the moſt conſpicucus families; an 
it is deemed a piece of rude impertinence, ſo much 2 
to mention the gracious Redeemer, in our genteel in 
ferviews ; when it paſſes for an elegant freedom of 
bebaviour, to ridicule the myſterics of Chriſtianity 
and a ſpecies of a refined converſation, to taint thi 
Mm air with laſcivious hints; when thoſe that fit in the 
= ſcarner's chair, fin with a high hand; and many o 
Z thoſe that wear the profeſſor's garb, are deſtitute 0 
the power, and content themielves with the mer 
- Form df godlineſs: when ſuch is the ſtate of a com 
"munity, there is reaſon, too apparent reaſon, to b 
'Horribly afraid. Such phanomena, abounding in th 
moral world, are not fanciful, but real omens. Wi 
not an injured Gop © be avenged on ſuch a natio 
as this?” Will he not be. provoked, to “ ſwee 
„ them with the beſom of deſtruction * 2?” | 
! that the inhabitants of Great Britain, wou 
lay theſe alarming conſiderations to heart |. The Lo 
of hoſts has commanded the ſword of civil diſcord t 
return into its ſheath ; but have we returned eve 
one from his evil ways ? Are we become a renews 
people; devoted to a dying Saviour; and zealous « 
good works? ——— What mean thoſe peals of { 
which burſt from the expiring cattle *—— Wh 
mean thoſe melancholy moans, where the luſty drov 


—= 


I xiv. 23. The eternal Sovereign, ſpeaking of BH, 
nmounces this threatening, I will ſweep it with the beſom of dejiruti 
What a noble, but dreadful image, is here! how ſtrongly 2 

| _ "awfully pourtraycd ! how pregnant alfo in its ſignification! int 
= " ting at once the vile nalure, the total extir pation, of this wick 
people; and the perfect eaſe, with waich the righteous C99 vo! 
- Igxccute bis intended vengeance. 4 
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ON THE NIGHT. xo» 
pere wont to low *? What mean thoſe arrows of 

untimely deaths, diſcharged on our innocent and uſe- 

ful animals? Are not theſe the weapons of divine 
difplealure, and manifeſt chaſtiſements of a ſiaful ge- 
neration T? His not Gop, the © Gop to whom. 
« yengeance belongeth,” {till a controverſy with our 

und? And who can tell where the viſitation will end 2. 1 
What a ſtorm may follow theſe preluſive drops? O! 
that we may hear the rod, and who hath appointed = 
6 it!” Taught by theſe penal effects of our diſobe- bl 
fence, may we remove the accur/ed thing |, from our 3% 
tents; our practices; our hearts! May we turn "1 
from all ungodlineſs, before wrath come upon us to. | 

the uttermoſt; before iniquity prove our ruin! -i 


— 
— 


SOMETIMES, at this hour, another moſt remark- 
dle fight amuſes the curious, and alarms the vulgar. 
A blaze of lambent meteors is kindled; or ſome very 
eraordinary lights are re fracted, in the quarters of 
the North. Sometimes the radiant ſtreamers meet 
nd mingle, inſomuch, that the air ſeems. ro be all 
wnflicting fire: at other times, they fart from one 
mother; and like legions in precipitate*flight, ſweep 
ich a ſeparate way, through the tirmament. Now, 
ley are guieſcent; anon, they are throkn into a 
uvering motion; preſently, a nimble glance diffuſes MM 
bem over the whole hemiiphere. Sometimes, with WM 
aſpe&t awfully ludicrous, they repreſent extravagant 
0d antic vagaries z at other times, you would ſuſpect, 
ut ſome inviſivle power was playing off the artillery . 


\ _ 


* If thefe papers ſhould be ſo fortunate, as to outlive their au- 
ir, perhaps it may be necdfal to inform poſterity, that the above- bo 
kitioned hints, allude to a molt terrible, contagious, and mortal — 
ener; raging, at the time of writing them, among the barned“ 5 
im various parts of the kingdom. 0 | «2 


15 Hine letis vituli vulgo moriuntur in herbis, . 

1 Et ddces animas plena ad preſepia reddunt. ; 

ti Bulitu hinc pecorum, & crebris mugitibus amnes, hy pa | 
id drenteſque ſonaut ripe, colle/que Julie Virg, j 


| Joſh. vi. 18. : nt 7 
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666 CONTEMPLATIONS 
of the ties, and giving us the flaſh without the noiſe. 
I be villagers gaze at the ſpectacle, firſt with won. 

der, then with horror. A general panic ſciaes the 

country. Every heart throbs, and every face is pale, 
The crowds that flock together, inſtead uf diminiſh. 
ing, increaſe the dread. 'Fhey catch contagion from 
each others looks and words: While fear is in every 
eye, and every tongue {peaks the language of terror. 
Some ſee hideous fbayes, armies mixing in fierce en- 
counter, or fields ſwimming with blood. Some fore. 
Tee direful dvents, ſtates overthrown, or mighty mo- 
narchs tottering on their thrones, Others, ſcarcd 
with ſtill more frightful apprehenſions, think of no. 


— 


thing but the day of de m. Sure,“ ſays one, „the pr 

„ unalterable hour is ſtruck, and the end of all things fo 
come.“ —“ See,” replics another, © how the blaſt- e 

. ed ſtars look wan l Are not theſe the ſigns of the i: 
Son of man, coming in the clouds of heaven! 
Jus us, prepare us” (tries a third, and lifts hill — 
eyes in devotion). “ for the Archangel's trump, 21488 u. 


— the rest tribuoal PP + | 
| If this waving brightne/5, which plays innocently 
over our heads, be fo amazing to multitudes what 
ine xpre ſſible conſternation muit overwhelm unthink 
iog mortals, when the general comflagratica con 
mences? Ihe day, the dreadtul day, is approaching 
In the which the heavens ſhall paſs away with a greal 
Anale * and the elements ſball melt with 1 
„ e «* hea 


1 1 .. iii. 10. T have often thovght-this vere an eminent in 
=. HLanceof tbat kind of beautiful writing, in uchich the very ſou 
bears a ſort of figntficarcy; at leaſt, carries an exact correlp. nucnd 
=. with the ſcaſe The original exprefſion——porgudor—ris one of iii 
boarſeſt and deepeft words in language. Nothing could be mol 
- PR exquiſitely adapted to zfiet the ear, es well as impreſs the, 2 
tin, with the Wreck of nature, and the craſh of a falling Wolle, | 
I ſcarceever read this clauſe, but it brings to my mind dat a 
ted deſcription in Milton, = | . 
Don; ſudden open fly, RPE Pk 
6 Wich in petuous recoil, and jarring ound, 
TH" i»fcrnal doors, and on their hinges grote 
> Harſh thunder womens 3 Book II. I. 979, 


* — 


= 
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ON THE Neur. 
« heat ; the earth alſo, and all the works that are 
« therein, ſball be burnt up.” That mighty hand, 
which once opened the windows from on high, and | 
broke up the fountains of the great deep, will then | 
volock all the magazines of fire, and pour a ſecond ds W 
ige upon the whole earth. The vengeful flames, Þ} 
kindled by the breath of the Almighty, ipread them- | 
keives from the centre tothe circumference. Nothing 
co withſtand their impetuoſity; nothing can eſcapes 4 
their rage. Univerſal defolation attends their pro- 
greſs. Magniticent palaces, and ſolemn temples, are 
laid in aſhes, Spacious cities, and impregnable towers, . Wh 
re mingled in one ſmoking mals. Not only the 
productions of h:man. art, but the works of almighty 1 
peer, are fuel for the devouring element. Thee: 
verlaſting mountains melt, like the ſnows which eder Wo 
their ſummit, Even vait oceans, ſerve only to aug, 1 
ment the inconceivable rapidity and fury of the blaze. 
0! how ſhall I, or others, ſtand undiſmayed a- 
midſt the glare of a burning world ; unleſs the Lo 
J:8ovVAan be our defence? How ſhall we be upheld- 
h ſecurity, when the globe itſelf is ſinking in a fiery- 
juin; unlets the Rock of ages be our ſupport? 


BenoLD ! a new ſpectacle of wonder! The mon: 
b mikiog her entry into the Ry. See her rifing in 
couced mafeſly : all grand and ſtately, but ſomewhat - 
ſulſied in her aſpect. However, the brightens as the 1 
atvances ; and grows cleaver, as ſhe climbs higher: 
till, at length, her ſilver loſes all its droſs; ſhe unvails. 9 
ber peerlets light; and becomes “ the beauty of hea= * 
ven, the glory of the ſtars *;“ delighting every j 
dye, and chearing the whole world, with the bright- 


huis a pleaſing employ, and one of the nobleſt offices of true criti». 
wm, to point out cheic inferior recommendations of the fucred claſs 
7 Though, | bcheve, the inſpired writers themſelves, amidſt all 
he elevation and magnificence of their divine ideas, diſdained a 
ſuupulous attention to ſuch little niccties of Atile, | | 


* Keeliis xlivi 9. 
woo Ly Cid un cali decus. 7 


— 


= Jenc us their aid. This ſerved to alleviate the frown 
ok night; not to recover the objects from their ob/cu- 


-”  Afatisficd viſion. 
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„ CONTEMPLATIONS 
"neſs of her appearance, and the ſoftneſs of her ſplen- 
dors - O] thou gueen of the ſhades ? may it be my 
ambition, to follow this thy inſtructive example! 
While others are fond to tranſcribe the fa/tion; gf 
» Gittle courts, and to mimic perſonages of inferior ſtatez 
be it mine, to imitate thy improving purity ! My my 
conduct become more unblemiſhed, and my temper 
more refined; as I proceed, farther and farther, in 
my probationary courſe! May every ſordid "dcfire 
wear away, and every irregular appetite be graduill 
loſt, as I make nearer approaches to the celeſtial man- 
fions ! Will not this be a comfortable evidence, that | 
too ſhall ſhine, in my adored Redeemer's kingdom! 
Shine with a richer luſtre, than that which radiates 
from thy reſplendent orb: thine, with an un/ading 
Juſtre, when every ray, that beams from thy bcautcous 
_ ſphere, is totally extinguiſhed, 


Taz day afforded us a variety of entertaicing 
fights. Theſe were all withdrawn at the approach of 
darkneſs, The ſtars, kindly officious, immediately 


rity. A faint ray, ſcarcely reflected, and not tro 
the entire ſurface of things, gave the ftraining eye: 
very imperfect glimpſe; ſuch as rather, mocked, than 
| But now the moon is riſen, and 
has collected all her beams, the veil is again taken 0 
from the countenance of nature. We once again be 

"hold the world's great picture: not indeed in its late 
lively colours, but more delicately ſhaded, and arrayte 

in ſter charms *. . Ry | 
What a mazejiic ſcene is here! How incomperadly 
| . and exquiſitely fine! — The moon, like a 

unmenſe cryſtal lamp, pendent in the. magniticc 
" cieling of the heavens. The ſtars, like ſo many tho 
fands of golden tapers, fixed in their azure ſockcts 


bm Now reigns 3 
5 Full-orb'd the moon, and with more pleaſing lig 
Sbadewx tcts off the face of things. 


A 


s Milben. 
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mountains; glittering on the ocean ; gleaming on the 
veſt; and opening a prone wide as the eye can 
glance, more various than fancy can paint “.— We 
ire forward to admire the performances of human art. 


z maſterly hand; a piece of ſtatuary, that ſeems, 
amidſt all the recommendations of exact proportion, 
d graceful attitude, to ſoften into fleſh, and almoſt 
breathe with life; theſe little imitations of nature, we 


fected, leſs delighted, with the inexpreſſibly noble, 
md completely finiſhed original? — The ample di- 
menfions of Rane/agh's dome; the gay illuminations 
of Vaux-Hatl grove; I ſhould ſcorn to mention on 
ſuch an occaſion, were they not the objects of general 
admiration. Shall we be charmed with thoſe puny 
h, of finite ingenuity z and touched with no tranſ- 


it the auguſt grandeur, and ſhining ſtatelineſs, of 
land worlds, and is ornamented with myriads of ever. 


only a fetal want of religion; but the moſt abject litile- 
nels of mind, and the utmoſt poverty of genius. 


A when the moon, refulgent lamp of night; 

Oer heav'ns clear azure ſpreads her ſacred light; 

When not a breath diſturbs the deep ſerene, 

And not a cloud o'ercaſts the ſolemn ſcene ; 

Around her throne the vivid planets roll, 

And ſtars unnumber'd gild the glowing pole; 

Oer the dark trees a yellower verdure ſhed, 

And tip with ſilver ev'ry mountain's head. 

Then thine the vales ; the rocks in proſpe riſe ; 

A flood of glory burſts from all the ſkies; _ 

The conſcious fwains, rejoicing in the fight, ee 
De the blue vault, and bleſs tbe victul light. Tliad VIII. 


Wipinal, the fineſt night piece in poetry. And, if they are ſo beauties 
bl in Homer's language, who. can ſuſpect their ſuffering any diſad- 
putage krom the pen of his admirable tranſſater? | 


— 
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il pouring their luftre on ſpacious cities, and lofty. 


(hold with a pleafing ſurpriſe. And ſhall we be leſs 


the firmament ? that forms an alcove for ten thou- 
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4 laddſkip, elegantly deſigned, and ſketched out wit! 


port, at this Atupendous diſplay of om nipotent ſkill ? 


kſting luminaries. — Surely, this muft betray, not 


— 


Ianſeribe theſe lines, becauſe Mr Pope ſays, they exhibit, in the 
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Tux moon, is not merely. “ an ornament in the ſis 
„high places of the Lox D;“ but of fignal ſervice tg he 
the inhabitants of the earth, —How uncomfortable is WM ap 
deep, pitchy, total darkneſs | eſpecially, in the long do 
ablence of the winter's ſun. Welcome, therefore, Wi vi 
- thrice welcome, this auſpicious gift of Providence, toni: 
enliven the nocturnal gloom,” and line with ſilver the xr: 

raven- coloured mantle of night. How deſirable 
to have our ſummer-evenings illuminated ! that we 
may be able to tread the dewy meads, and breathe the a1 
delicious fragrancy of our gardens: eſpecially, when « 
the ſultry heats render it irkſome and fatiguing, tog. 
walk abroad by day. How chearing to the ſhe an 
herd, the uſe of this univerſal lantern; as he tends high f 
Heecy charge, or late conſigns them to their hurd!:diMtir 
— 1 How pleaſing to the mariner, as he ploughs th d 
midnight main; to adjuſt the tackling, and explore hi fg 
way, under the influence of this beaming ſconce! Re 
For theſe, and other beneficial purpoſes, the hand oe 
the ALM1GHTY has hung the /fatzly branch on high WW hi 
and filled it with a ſplendor, not confined to a ſing n. 
- .cdificc,' or commenſurate to a particular ſquare, bull al 
_ diffuſive as the whole extent qf the hemiſphere, for 
©, The moſt faithful of our inferior ſervants are ſome th; 
times tardy in their office; ſometimes negligent off in 
their duty: but this celeſtial attendant is moſt exact! in 
punctual, at all the ſtated periods of her miniſtration he 
If we chooſe to prolong our journey, after the lun Neu 
gone down; the moon, during her whole ncre-/4 ri; 
is always ready to act in the capacity of a guide. in 
we are inclined to ſet out very early in the morning hi: 
the moon in her decreaſe, prevents the dawn, in or 9 Win: 

to offer her aſſiſtance. And, becauſe it is ſo ple 
fant a thing, for the eyes to behold the light, 11] + 
moon, at her fu/l, by a courſe of nointermitted waitin, \ 
never fails to give us, as it were, a double day. % 
How apparently has the divine Wiſdom intereſt gn 
inſelf, in providing even for the pleaſurable «ci 
modat ion of man] How deſirous, that he thou!d val « 
no piece of commodious furniture; no kiad of oe 
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ſiphtful convenience ! And, in proſecution of theſe 
benevolent intentions, has annexed fo. valuable an 
appendage to the terreſtrial globe.— Juſtly, therefore, 
docs the Pſalmiſt celebrate that admirable conſtitution, 
which ordained the moon and the flars to govern the 
giebt, as an inſtance of rich goodneſs ; of mercy which + 
mdureth for ever *, . 3 


Taz. moon, it is confeſſed, is no luminous body, 
All the brightneſs, which beautifies her countenance, 
b originally in the fun, and no more than tranſmiſ- 
fvely in ber. That glorious orb is the parent of day, 
and the palace of light. From thence, the morning» 
ſtar gilds her hora +; from thence, ie planetary - 
tircles are crowned with luſtre; and om thence, 
the moon derives all her filver radiance.— Alt is plea- 
ſing to reflect, that ſuch is the cafe with the alli ſicient 
Redeemer, and his dependent people, We are repleniſh. - 
ed from his fulneſs. What do we poſſeſs, which we 
have not received; and what can we deſire, which we 
may not expect; from that never-failing ſource of, 
al good? He is the author of our faith, and the 
former of our graces. In his unſpotted life, we ſee . Li 
the path; in his meritorious death, the price; and '4 
in his triumphant reſurrection, the proof of blils and 
inmortality. If we offend and fall ſeven times a- day; | 
be is the LoxD our peace t. If we are depraved, and 
dur beft deeds, very unworthy; he is the LoRD our 
rphtcouſneſs ||. If we are blind, and even brutiſh, 
In heavenly knowledge; he is the LoxD our wiſdom F : 
bis word diſpels the ſhades; his Spirit ſcatters the 
ttellectual gloom 3; his eye looks our darkneſs into 


? 


Fl 


* Plal. exxxvi. 9. | Ba 

f 1 might, to juſtify this expreſhon, obſerve, that the planet V- 
, commonly called the morning-ſtar, is found, by our teleſcopes, + 
lequently to appear horaed 5 or to have a creſcent of light, ſome- 
Wat like the moon, a little before, or after her conjunction. But 
would be a remark, too deep and refined for my ſcheme ; which " 
poceeds only upon a /zuperficial knowledge, and the moſt ebvius ap- = 
Faances of nature. e „ . 1 8 N 
Judg. vi. 24. Jer. iii. 6. S1 Cor, i. 30 
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day. In ſhort, we are nothing, and“ CHRIS» is all! 
Worſe than deſective in ourſelves, “ we are complete in 
% him.“ So that if we ſhine, it is with delegated rays, 
and borrowed light. We act by a ſtrength, and glory in 
merits not our own,—O! may we be thorou ghly ſenſible 
of our dependence on the Saviour! may we conſtants 
J imbibe his propitious beams; and never, by indul. 
ging unbelief, or backſliding into fully, withdraw our 
fouls from his benign influences! Leſt we loſe our 
comfort, and our holineſs; as the fair ruler of the 
night loſes her ſplendor, when her urn is turned 
from its fountain “, and receives no more communica» 
tions of ſolar effulgence. 


/ 


Tun moon is inceſſantly varying, either in her . 
| 'Tpe&, or her ſtages.—Sometimes her face is all luſtre, 
Anon a radiant creſcent adorns her brow. Soon it 

dwindles. into a flender ſtreak. Till, at length, all 
her beauty vaniſhes, and ſhe becomes a beamlcts orb. 
Sometimes ſhe riſes with the deſcending day, and 
begins her proceſſion amidſt admiring multitudes, 
Ere long ſhe defers her progrets till the midnight. 
watches; and ſtcals, unobſerved, upon the flecping 
world.—Sometimes ſhe juſt appears, on the edges of 
the weſtern Horizon; and drops us a ceremonious vis 
=: fit. Within a while ſhe ſets out on ber nightly tower, 
from the oppoſite regions of the caſt; fraverſes the 
whole hemi/phere ; and never offers to withdraw, til 
= the more refulgent partner of her ſway renders he 
_ preſence unneceſſary.— In a word, the is, while 
converſant among us, ſtill waxing or waning, and 

« never continueth in one ſtay,” 


8 Suck is the moon; and ſuch are all lune. 
things, expoſed to perpetual viciſſitudes. How otien, 
ad tbow'ioon, have the taint echoes of renown llept! 


* 1 Fo Alluding to thoſe truly poetical lines in Millon, 
A 3 as to their fountaif, other ſtars 1 
Kepaiing, iu their golden urns draw light. | 
3 | . Par. L, B. VII. 36 
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Fence z or been converted into the clamours of ob- 


bquy ! The ſame lips, almoſt with the ſame breath, 


- 


iy, Hoſanna, and Crucify. Have not riches con- 


led their . notorious uncertainty, a thoufand and a 
thouſand times? Either melting away, like ſnow in 


our hands, by inſenſible degrees; or eſcaping, like a 


vioged priſoner from its cage, with a precipitate flight, 


tumber to che tomb; and heard the voice, that ſo 
liely pronounced the ſparkling pair huſband and 


tecree with that ſolemn affeveration z “ Afhes to 


Have we hot known the bridegroom's cloſet, an anti- 


ile, proclaim an everlaſting divorcez and ſeal the 


6 aſhes, duſt to duſt ?Y—Our friends, though the 
medicine of life; our health, though the balm of na- 


ure; are a- moſt precarious poſſeſſion. How ſoon 


may the one become a corpſe in our arms; and how 


ally is the other deſtroyed in its vigour |—You have 


ſen, no doubt, a ſet of pretty painted birds, perching - 
ao your trees, or ſporting in your meadows. You 
s pleaſed. with the lovely viſitants, that brought 

beauty on their wings, and melody in their throats. 
But could you enfure the continuance” of this agreeable _ 


entertainment? No, truly: at the leaſt diſturbing 


0 an inſtant, gone for ever. Would you choo 


nd expires at their departure? If you would not be 
tontent with a portion, that is ſettled only for ſuch a 
ſertuitous term, not of years, but of moments, O! take 
W with nothing earthly; ſet your affections on things 
dove; there alone is ** no variableneſs, or ſhadow 


oy 


70 B is not a more illuſtrious pattern of patience, 
View him in his | en eftate, he heaps up ſilver as 


be duſt; he waſhes his ſteps in butter; and the rock 
jours him out rivers of oil. — View him in his pu- 


"ha . 5 
3 , 


. 
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lie character, princes revere his dignity; the aged li 
ſn to his wiſdom ; every eye beholds him wick de-. 
Vox. II. e R 


floiſe, at the leaſt terrifying appearance, they ſtart 
from their ſeats ; they mount the ſkies; and are 3 3 
e 40 


ave a happineſs, which bears date with their arrival, I 


* 


ban an eminent exemplification of this remark. —— 
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© - light; every tongue loads him with bleſſings. Vie 
dum in his domeſtic circumſtances; on one hand, he i, 
© defended by a troop of ſons; on the other, adorncd 
F witha train of daughters; and on all fides, ſurround 
end by © a very great houſchold,”—Never was hum 
eie fo conſummate; never was arſaftrons revoluti; 
0 fo ſudden. The lightning, which conſumed his cattle 
was not more terrible, and ſcarce more inſtantaneous] 
The joyful parent is bereft of his offspring, and his 
children are buried in death.” The man of af. 
fluence is ſtript of his abundance; and he that was 
clothed in ſcarlet, embraces the dunghill. The vene 
Fable patriarch is the deriſion of ſcoundrels; and the 
late darling of an indulgent providence, is become 
a brother to dragons, a companion of owls.” 
Nor need we go back to former ages, for proofs of 
ttzis afflicting truth. In our times; in all times; the 
heel continues the ſame inceſſant whirl: and fre 
gently thoſe, who are friumphing to-day, in the 
'._- Higheſt elevations of joy, to-morrow are bemoaning 
the inſtability of mortal affairs, in the very depths of 
miſery . Amidſt ſo much fluctuation and uucer 
tainty, how wretched is the condition, which has ne 
anchor of the ſoul, ture and ſtedfaſt? May thy le 


II believe, I may venture to apply, what the Temanile ſays 0 
> > the affairs of the wicked, to all /ublunary thugs ; as a true deſcription 

of their very great in/tability. Job xxii. 16. LY py! ) rev 

ered by Schultens, Flamen fuſum fundamentum eorun“ Ihe foundg 

” , , Fiou (or what they reckon their moſt ſolid and ſtable poſieſſion) is 
uod poured oui. Which is one of the boldeſt images, and molt preth 

A cal beauties, I eyer met with in any language, ſacred or prapbaue 

Ins order to have a tolerable conception of the image, and a taſtc 0 

dis beauty; you muſt ſuppoſe a torrent of waters ruſhing in brokel 

-_ — eataraQs, aud with impetuous rapidity, from a ſteep and craggy 
 wountain. + They, imagine to yourſelf. an edifice, built upon the 

tofrge of this rolling precipice ; that has no other baſis than one 0 

hoſe whirling waves, which conſtitute ſuch a headlong ſtream, 

Was chere ever ſuch a repreſentation of trauſitory proſperity, tend 

ing, with inconceivable ſwiftneſß, unto ruin? Yet ſuch is e 

1 Ay ſorm of human felicity, that is nat grounded upon Jesus 

Aud a participation of his merits, who is the Rock of ages, 0 


„ 


| Jesus and his image, formed in our hearts, which. is the hop 


P * 


| ON THE NIGHT. 3 
ng kindneſs, O God, be our preſent treaſure 3. and 
by future glory our reverſionary inheritance ! Then 
all our happineſs not be like the full-orbed moon, 
which is © a light that decreaſeth in its perfection;“ 
hut like the fun, when he goeth forth in his ſtrength, 
ind knoweth no other change; but that of /bining 
ure and more unto the perfect dag. 


Ws 


Mergixks, in this ever - varying ſphere, I ſee a 
repreſenrarion, not only of our temporal advantages, 
but alſo. of our /piritual accompliſhments. Such, I am 
ſure, is what the kind partiality of a friend would 
all my righteouſneſs : and ſuch, I am apt to ſuſpect ®, 
$ the righteouſneis of every man living. Now we ex- 
exciſe it, in ſome few inſtances; in ſome little degrees. 
Anon, ſin revives, and leads bur fouls into a tranſient, 
though unwilling captivity, Now we are meek ; but 
loon a ruffling accident intervenes, and turns our 
compoſure into a fretful diſquietude. Now we are 
numble ; ſoon we reflect upon tome inconſiderable, or 
maginary ſuperiority over others, and a ſudden elate- 
neut {wells our minds. Now, perhaps, we poſſeſs a 


el would not be underſtood, as meaſuring in this reſpect, o- 
ters by myſelf 5 but as taking wy eſtimate from the unerring ſtand - 
ud of ſcripture. And, indeed, proceeding on. this evidence, ſup» 
potted by this authority, I might have ventured farther than a bare 
ſupicien. For, ** there is not a juſt man upon earth, that doth good, 
* and finneth not; ſays the Spirit of, inſpiration by Solomon, (Ecel. 
M. 20.)——Nay, ſuch is the purity, and ſo extenſive are the de- 
bands of the divine law, that an apoſtle makes a ſtill more hum | 
Mag acknowledgment, © In mai) things we offend all.” (Jam, iii» 
And the 8l-wiſe teacher, who moſt thoroughly knew our 
tame, directs the moſt advanced, moſt eſtabliſhed, and moſt watch · 
iu Chriſtians, to pray daily for the förgiveneſs of their daily treſpaſ+- 
þ——To which teſlimonics, | beg leave to add, an clegant patlage - 
tom the Centic/es; becauſe it not oply expreſſes the ſentiment 
this patagraph, but illuſtrates it, by the very ſame funilitude. 
& (the church) is Fair cs the meon, clear as the ſun. Fair as the moon, 
elelſet and changeable li, ut, in her ſanctiſication : clear as the ſun, 
Feater and in variable A in her jaſiſication. The inhe- 


* holineſs of believers being imperfect, and ſubject to many ine- 
qualities; while their imputed obegience is every way complete, 
Wi conſt-nily like utle:f, Cant, vi. 10. 5 5 


% 


- - What cannot be acquired by human works *® /— A uri. 
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- — SOMgTIMEs I have ſeen that reſplendent globe 


be. cepted the ſolar rays, and caſt its own gloomy ſhadow 


 - indifference; when, robed in glory, and riding in he 


„ CONTEMPLATFONS 
clean heart, and are warm with holy love : but, 0) 
how eaſily is the purity of our affections ſullicd ; hoy 


ſoon the fervour of our gratitude cooled | Ang h 
there not fomething amiſs, even in our beſt moment} of 
Something to be aſbamed of, in all we are; ſomething ai 
dio be repented of, in all wedd? 1 
With what gladneſs, therefore, and adoring grab e. 
tude, {hould we“ ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of our ſub 

E incarnate Gop;” and receive, as a divine pit, nd 


ter of the firſt diſtinction, and niceſt diſcernmen, 
. tiles the obedience of our glorious Surety, an ever. 
laſting righteouſneſs Þ. ' Such as was ſubject to no in- 
terruption, nor obſcured by the leaſt blemiſh; but 
proceeded always in the ſame uniform tenor, of tho 
_ moſt ſpotleſs perfection. This righteouſneſs, in angs 
ther ſenſe, anſwers the prophet's noble delcription; 
as its beneficial and ſovereign efficacy knows no end; 
but laſts through all our life; laſts in the trying hour 
of death; laſts at the decifive day of judgment; laſts 
= through every generation; and will laſt to all ctr» 


little 
it is 

duct 
liſcc 
10 di 


Aribt of her radiance-;' or, according to the ea 
Pbatical language of ſcripture, “ turned into blood. 
The earth, interpoſing with its opake body, inter 


on the moon. The malignant influence gained upon 
her ſickening orb; extinguiſhed, more and more, thq; 
remainders of light; till, at length, like one in a det 

ſwoon, no comelineis was left in her countenance; {hd 


Was totally over/pread with darkneſs. — At this junc 


ture, what a multitude of eyes were gazing upon the 
- rueful ſpectacle] Even of thoſe eyes, which ile 
garded the empreſs of the night; or beheld her vill 


_ triumphal chariot, ſhe ſhed a ofter day through the 
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nations. But now, under theſe circumſtances of diſ- 
grace, they watch her motions with the moſt prying - 
attention ; in every place, her misfortune is the object 
of general obiervation; and the prevailing topic of 
liſcourſe in every company. ns OE: EF 
Js it not thus, with regard to per/ons of eminence, in 
their reſpective ipheres! Kings, at the head of their 
ſubje&s z nobles, ſurrounded with their depengdents; 
and (after names of ſo much grandeur, may I be al- 
lowed to add) miniſters, in their pariſhes“; are each in 
a conſpicuous ſtation. Their behaviour, in its minu- 
teſt ſtep, eſpecially in any miſcarriage, will be narrow- 
5 ſurveyed, and critically ſcanned, Can there be a 
buder call, to ponder the paths of their feet, and to 
he particularly jealous over all their ways ?— Thoſe, 
that move in inferior life, may groſsly offend 3 and 
little alarm be given; perhaps no notice taken. But 
it is not to be expected, that the leaſt {lip in their con- © 
duct, the leaſt flaw in their character, will paſs un- 
diſcovered, Malice, with her eagle -· eyes, will be ſure 
o diſcern them; while cenſure, with her ſbrill trum 
bet, will de as far from concealing them; & calumuy, 
with her treacherous whiſpers, from extenuating them. 
A planet may ſink below the horizon; or a ſtar, for 
ſertral months, withdraw its ſhining ; and ſcarce one 
0 ten thouſand perceive the loſs. But, if the moon 
fers a tranſient ecliple, almoſt half the world are 
er of ber difbonour, oo oo ode 
| Very different was the caſe, when, at this late hour, 
bave taken a ſolitary walk on the Weſtern cliffs, At | mn 
be foot of the ſteep mountain, the tea, all clear and mm 
goth, ſpread- itlelt into an immenſe plain, and held +: ay 
Watery mirror to the ikies. Infinite heights abovgy 
ie firmament ſtreiched its azure expanſe; beſpangled - | 
ih unnumbered ſtars, and adorned with the moon, 
walkiog in brightneis þ.” She ſeemed to contem 
e herſelf, with a peculiar pleaſure; while the 
Je are the light of Ach that ſet , ot 
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%% CONTEMPLATIONS 
- Tranſparent ſurface,” both received, and returned, he 
1 filver image. Here, inſtead of being covered with 
flackcloth, ſhe ſhone with double luſtre; or rather 
„„ with a luſtre multiplied, in proportion to the number 
pf beholders, and their various ſituations. 
Such, methinks, is the effect of an exemplary be 
Ha viour, in perſons of exalted rank. Their courſe 
as it is nobly diſinguiſbed, ſo it will be happily influen 
” . $ial. Others will catch the diffuſive ray; and be am 
bditious to reſemble a pattern fo attracting, ſo com 
g manding. Their amiable qualities will not ferminatt 
in themſelves; but we ſhall fee them reflected from 
_ their families, their acquaintance, their retainers, uf 
nas we may now behold another moon; trembling iq 
the ſtream; glittering in the canal; and diſplaying it 
lovely impreſs, on every collection of waters. 
Tux moon, philoſophy ſays, is a ſort of gbvereig 
” Over the great deep. Her orb, like a royal ſceptre 
mos the ocean, and actuates the fluid realms. [ 
wells the tides, and perpetuates the reciprocal return 
pdf ſebb and flow. By which means, the liquid elemen 
pPourges of its filth; and is preſerved from being putr 
Bied'itſelf, and from poiſoning the world. — s th 
moon thus operative on the vaſt abyſs? And ſh; 
not the faith-of eternal and infinite delights to com 
be equally efficacious on this ſoul of mine ?-— F. 
above her argent fields are treaſures of happineſs, ut 
© cen by mortabeye; by mortal ear unheard ;, and ut 
E conceived by any human imagination.. In that de 
F able world, the moſt- diſtinguiſhed - honours allo a 
C  . eonferred; in compariſon with which, the thron 
And diadems of carthly monarchs, are empty pageant 
aud childiſh toys, Yonder arch of-iapphire, with : 
its ſpangles of gold, is but the floor of thoſe divine 
bdbodes. What then are the apartments; what is t 
eee! how. bright with glories ;, how rich 1 
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FON THENICHT M$ 1 
the vifible heaven; tranſmit your ſweet and winning 
wiſeations'ro wy heart. Attra?, and refine, all my. 

Actions. With- hold them from fagnating, on the 
ad ſhores of fleſh 3 never fuffer them to ſettle up- 
on the lees of ſenſe; but impreſs them with emotions: 1H 
of reftfeſs defire, after ſublime and celeftial joys.—_— ©. |} 
Joys, that will proceed on in one everlaſting flow, {| 

when ſeas ſhall ceaſe, to roll :—joys, that will charm 
gery faculty with unimaginable pleaſure z when the 
moon, with her waxing ſplendors, ſhall chear our 
bpht no More. : bo 5 9 gee £208 
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| Enoven for the preſent evening. My thoughts. 
have been ſuffictently exerciſed, and my ſteps begin 
to be attended with wearineſs, Let me obey the ad- 
nonition of nature; and give reſpite to my medita- 
tions, flumber to my eyes. But ſtay.— Shall 
| retire, to the bed of ſleep, with as little ceremony; 
ind with as much inattention, as the brutes to their 
ſordid lair? Are no achnouledgmenis due to that 
divine Being, who has been the ſupport of my life; 
ud the length of my days? Have I no farther need 
of his protecting eare; no more oecafion for the 
dleflings of his goodneſs ?—— Lepidus, perhaps, max 
hugh at the bended knee; and have a thouſand darts. _._ 1 hs 
of raillery, ready to be diſcharged on the practice of: ©. 
devotion. The wits, I know, are unmercifully ſevere a: 
on what they call, the drudgery of prayer, and the 
ſantaſtical rant of praiſe. Theſe they live to the 
liter ate labourer, and mean mechanic; or treat them, 
with a contemptuous ſneer, as the parſon's ignoble trade. Was 
Is it then an inſtance of ſuper/titious blindnels, to. ⁵ 
lſtioguiſh ; or, of whimſical zeal, to celebrate; the a 
molt ſupereminent merit? ls it an ungraceful buſineſs ; 
ir does it argue a grovelling diſpotition z to magnify TU 
podneſs, tranſcendently rich and diffuſive? Is it 
july tor the inferior herd, to admire the moſt conſume. 
ate excellence; only for puſſillanimous ereatures; to 
Mintain an affiance on Almighty power? — What 
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Mn CONTEMPLATIONS 
our adoring homage, to the Fountain of perfection; 


 , and profeſs. our devoted allegiance, to the ſupreme « 
|  Governerof the univerſe ? Can any thing more ſigni- Wiſh # 
ficantly beſpeak an ingenuous temper ; or adminiſter a 
more real ſatis faction to its fineſt feelings; than the exer. 1 
8 ciſes of penitential piety ? by which we give vent to a» N. 
EF honeſt anguiſh: or melt into filial forrow ; for cur 1 
inſenſibility to the beſt of friends, for our diſobedience WM « ; 
| «to the beſt of parents? — In a word; can there bea W« ; 
more /ublime pleaſure, than to dwell, in fixed contem, 1 { 
| plation, on the beauties of the eternal Mind; the WW, 
E. amiable Author of all that is fair, grand, and har. , 
monious ; the h-neficent : Giver of all that is conve- « f 
nmient, comfortable, and uſeful? Can there be 48 
more advantageous employ, than to prefent our re- 
” - queſts tothe Father of mercies; opening our minds e 
80 the irradiations of his wiſdom, and all the faculiics WW« þ 
pft our ſouls to the communications of his grace? k 
It is ſtrange, unaccountably ſtrange, that the notion WW þ 
pf dignity in ſentiment, and the purſuit of reid WM" t 
= enjoyment, ſhould ever be diſunited from devotion, Nen 
Phat perſons, who make pxetenfions to an improved ü 
ttaſte, and exalted genius, Nauid neglect this molt e 
 <ennoblipg intercourſe, with the wileſt and beſt ofen 
© _ Beings; the inexhauſtible ſpring of honour and joy. WM ir 
Shall I be deterred, from approaching this ſource of WW" n 
© . the pureſt delight ? Deterred, from purtning this d 
bdigheſt improvement of my nature :? Deterred from WW « 
+ all, by a formidable banter z, or confuted by one 1rr0- e 
Fagable ſmile No; let the moon, in her reſplen- WW" {: 
dent ſphere; and yonder pole, with all its ſtarry train uU 
Witnels, if I Le ſilent even or morn. If I retrain tog 
Kindle in my heart, and breathe from my lips, the el 
E reaſonable incenſe of praiſe. Praite to that greats b 
F and glorious Gop, who formed the earth, and built. 
=, ae | tk who poured. from his. hand the water n 
| world, and breathed the all. ſurrounding air abroad, n 
©, Thou allo made the night, Maker omniporcat WF þ 
e and thou, the day! which I, though leſs than the 
F leaſi ot all thy mercics, have paſſed in ſafcty, ang 
13 A ail 
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F ON THE NIGHT. 7s 
#-quillity, and comfort. When I was loft in the 
6 extravagance of dreams, or lay immerſed in the in - 
u ſenſibility of ſleep; thy hand recovered me from 
n the temporary lethargy, and ſtrung my limbs with 
« recruited. vigour : thy hand ſet a new, a delicately 
I fine edge, on all my blunted /en/es + and awakened 
« my thoughts, when benumbed, into alacrity; re- 
« duced them, when diſconcerted, into order: reſit- 
ting me, at once, to diſcharge the duties of my 
« ſtition 3 to reliſh the innocent entertainments of an 
u animal, and to enjoy the ſublime gratifications of a 
rational capacity. When darkneſs covered the 
face of the creation, at thy command the /un aroſe, 
and darted its beams; painted the flowers, and di- 
« ſtinguiſhed every object: gave light to my feet, gave 
dire tion to my hands, and gave nature, with all 
her beautiful ſcenes, to my eye.——To thee, O 
thou CoD of my life, I owe the continuance of my 
„being, and the vivacity of my conſtitution. By . 
"thy facred order, without any conſciouſneſs of 
u mine, the wheels of nature move within me, and 


the vital orig yo eee by thy power, the 


„ crimſon current lowsMhrough innumerable chan- 
# nels; and never once miſſes its way; never once is 
# interrupted in its courſe: when a ſmall obſtruttion - 


"my paths, in formidable ambuſh. But thy faith» - ' 
*fylncls and truth, like an impenctrable fhield, co- 
ered my head, and guarded me all around. Un- 
ber this divine protection, I walked ſecure, amidſt 
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„ 265 CONTEMPLATIONS 
e legions of apparent perils; and paſſed unhyy 
through an unknown multiplicity of unſeen evil, 
-« Not one of my bones was broken; nor a ſingle ſhift] 

4 grazed upon my eaſe; even when the eye tha 
1 watched over me, ſaw, in its wide ſurvey, thouſands 

%, falling beſide me in irrecoverable ruin; and ten thu, 

. /angs deeply wounded by the arrows: that flew 4 

© my right hand. If ſickneſs has, at any time, viſit. 
ed my chamber, or pain harrowed my fleſh; it 

e was a wholeſome diſcipline, and a gracious ſeverity, 

© The chaſtiſement proved a ſovereign medicine, to 


1 1 
cure me of an immoderate fondneſs for this im-. 8 
c perfect troubleſome ſtate z and to quicken my de-. 4 
fies after the unimbittered enjoyments of eternity. . © 
% —Has not thy munificence, unwearied and un. 0 
s bounded, ſpread my table ; and furnithed it with. 5 
the fineſt wheat, repleniſhed it with marrow and! 
* *fatne/f? While temperance ſweetened the bowl i m 
 » © appetite ſeaſoned the diſh ; contentment and grati, lk 
A tude crowned the repaſt.— Has not thy kindneſs, OWN ;; 

1 Gop of the families of //rael, preſerved my affee- 
= _ tionate relations; who fudy, by their tender off. 
e ces, to ſoften every caf® and heighten every joy Mili f 
e and given me valuable friends, whole preſence is . 9 
& cordial, to chear me in a dejected hour; and who © 
4 converſation mingles improvement with delight ! . _ 
When n lay lurking amidſt flowery ſcenes ont, 
. pleaſure; enlightened by thy wiſdom, I diſcerregg. ,, 
the latent miſchief ; made reſolute by thy grace, Hen 
e fbunned the luſcious bane, If, through the impulſ . d, 
ot ſenſuality, or the violence of paſſion, I hq. 
s been hurried into the ſnare, and ſtung by the ſer 4 
F* pent; thy faithful admonitions have recalled tha, - 
& © © fooliſh wanderer; while the blood of thy Son has ; 
. ealed his deadly wounds. Some, perhaps, have ti 
s been cutoffin the midſt of their iniquities; and, tc £ 
e theiv- inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment, tranſmitted fro N 
the thrillings of polluted joy, to the agonies of crer Wi © 
. nal deſpair; whereas, I have been diſtinguiſhed b « 


E  * loog-fuffering-mercy ; and inſtead of lifung vp u 
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eyes in torments, to behold a heaven irrecoverably 
«loſt; T may lift chem up under the pleaſing views 
V of being admitted, ere long, into thoſe abodes of 
s ynutterable felicity.—In the mean time thou haſt 
youchfafed me the'revelation of thy will; the in- 
* fluences of thy Spirit; and abundance of the 
# molt effectual aids, for advancing in knowledge, 
and growing in godlineſs; for becoming more con- 
formable to thy image, and more meet for thy 
6 preſence : for taſting the ſacred pleaſures of reli. 
gion, and. ſecuring the unſearchable riches of 
heaven. | © | 

« How various is thy beneficence, O thou lover of 
# ſouls! It has unſealed a thouſand ſources of good 
opened a thoutand avenues of delight, and heaped. 
" bleflings upon me, with' a ceaſeleſs liberality, If 
©] ſhould attempt to declare them, they would be 
more than the fars, which glitter in this uaclouded 
ky; more than the dewy gems, which will adorn 


the tace of the morning. 4 


" author of all my mercies ? Rather let my pulſe for- 
get to beat! Shall 1 render him no expreſſions of 
# thankfulneſs? Then might all nature reproach 
mp ingratittude, —Shall I reſt ſatisfied with the bare 


vocal, and {peak his praiſe, in that only genuine, 
"that moſt emphatical language—the language of 
" devout obedience, Let the bi be drawn upon my 
very heart; let all my affections acknowledge the 


in time, and through eternity, be continually pay- 
ing the debt the mighty debt of duty, venera- 
en, and ore. FT 
% And can I, O thou guide of my goings, and 
guardian of all my intereſts can I diſtruſt ſuch. 
lgnal, ſuch experienced goodneſs? Thou haſt been 
Y belper, through all the buſy ſcenes of day: there 
1 | | | V « fore, 


P 2 


1 


® Ax ſhall I forget th@Gop of my ſalvation, e 
U acknowledgment of my lips ? No: let my life be 15 


" draught; and let the whole tenor of my actions, 
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8 fare, under the ſhadow of thy wings. will 1 repo 
| Y myſelf, during the darkneſs, the danger, nd 
c death like inactivity of the night. Whatere 
S. defilement 1 have contracted, waſh it thorough! 
« away in redeeming blood; and let neither the ſinf 
, ſtain, nor the ſinful inclination, accompany me tc 
, my couch | Then ſhall 7 lay me down in peace 
ec and take my reſt ; chearfully referring it to thy all 
“ wife determination, whether I ſhall open my eyet 
4 in this world, or ne in che unknown regions 0 
23 — another.” 
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STARRY HEAVENS. 


There pelt a noble oben in the gien | 
ieh warms our paſſions, proſelytes eur hearts: 
How eloquently ſhines the glowing pole ! 

Vith what authority it gives its charge, 
n * truths in ile ſublime ! 
Te TRIO No IX. 
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CoNTEMPLATIONS on the STARRY HEAVENS, » 


LK on the ſummit of a hill. —The 2 1 


night withdraws the rural proſpects opens t 
luuties of the ſky, 81—Fragrance of the blooming © 
kans, 82 -The heavens a moſt noble field for the diſplay - 
of the divine perfections, 83—Folly of judicial aftrology z. 
the right uſe of contemplating the ſtars, ibid. A. ſteteb 
F the moſl remarkable diſcoveries of our modern aſtro- 
umy, 85—Religion, and neceſſary buſineſs ; religion, 
ond innacent pleaſure z as confiftent, as the annual and 
durnal motions of the earth, 86—The fun, its enormous 


2 
idea of the di. 


of 
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TT The CONTENTS . 
6” 116—The unmeaſurable dimenſions of the ſty; the greater 
= extent of the divine bounty and mercy ; the laſt if bloße 
= Jubjects being fo peculiarly comfortable to ſinners, enlarged} 
4 en, 119 - hut fuftains the arch of heaven, and ſupports 
the globes it contains; the ſame inviſible hand up 

the Chriftian in his courſe, 126 —The faithfulneſs if Goy. 
Pourtrayed, in the flability of the heavenly bodies, and 
- perpetuity of their. motions ; the unreafonableneſs if mu 
: unbeliq ; motives to an aſſured faith, 129=Variqs at. 
- = zributes of the divine nature appear, with a glim. 
miering ligbt, in the celeſtial luminaries; all ſbine forth, 
bl the fulleſt luſtre in CnhIAIsT Jxsus, 131-70 
F erpnity-of prayer, and happineſs of having Gon for 
=. cur portion, 136—The 'borrible ingratitude, and de. 
FfFructive ferverſeneſs, of living without Gop in the 
urid, 138 — All the rolling worlds on high, punftually WM thin 
obedient to their Maker's orders; are a pattern, in this conc 
-- ' reſpeet, and a provocation to the rational creation, 141M and 
ede gradual apfearance of flars ; and progreſive ne, 
fate a true converſion, 144 — The multitude of /tars ii ſtan 
1 eſpecially in the galaxy; the more attentively ſurveyed i ia? 
=o he greater number diſcovered; on the mot firift inſpec-· ¶ nen 
tien, appear no larger than glittering points; this ap Wi "una 
plied to the un ſcarchable treaſures of wiſdom in the ſcrip att 
= 7urcs, of merit in CnRISsT, of bliſs in heaven, 145 obri 
= - The cel-/tal bodies diſpeſod in ſuch a manner, as 10 b en 
2 deliphiful and ſerviceable to man; adern his abode, and ere 
_ meaſure his time; a ſilent admonition this, to improve have 
the talent, 148—Brightneſs of the ſtars; encourage Won! 
ment to-fidelity in the miniſterial office, tag Polar flar 

- ts invariable ſituation ; guide to the ancient mariners 
| fuch ib word Gop to our fouls; ferſuaſive to atten: 
KR its unerring diclates, 1 50 - Variety, in ihe magnitudl 
FER and ſplendor of the flars ; different degrees in the warl 
Projection and attrattion, the grand principles tha 
 aftuate the planetary item; faith and love bear much 
the ame proportion in the economy of Chriſtianity, 15 
. The admirable effefts and 0 influences of attrac 
tion; the agency'f the HoLT GanosT en the 2 
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| ee CONTENTS. 8 
mind, 155 Va gradat ion in the ſcale of univerſal 


te divine preſence, 158—The ſurpaſſing worth of an 
immortal-foul ; a ſolicitude for its final welfare urged, 
16z—An unthinking view of the ſkies is affefting ; much 
re a rational and devout one, 164—The ſcantineſ of 
wr knowledge, with regard to the celeſtial bodies; after 


all our ſearch, they are objects of admiration, rather than 
of ſcience 3 exhortation-to ſuch purſuits, as are of eaſy. 


attainment, and will be of everlaſting advantgge, 165 


Short recapitulation of the whole z and an hymn of 


praiſe, ſuited to the ſublime occaſion, 167. 


N. B. It may ſeem unaccountable to an unlearned 


concerning the diſtances and magnitudes, the motions 


ſtant of their beginning, and the time of their contie 
nuance, aſſigned; aſſigned, almoſt to the nicety of a mo- 
ment, and what is ſtill more ſurpriſing, for the ſpace of 


hundreds or thouſands of years to come: As this is a 


matter of fact, abſolutely indiſputable ; it is alſo a very 
obrious, yet ſolid demonſtration, that the principles of 


mere conjecture, or precarious ſuppoſition only; but 


donſtitution of things. 
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txiflence 3 all are objetts of the divine care, and Full of | 


reader, that aſtronomers ſhould ſpeak fuch amazing 
things; and ſpeak them with ſuch an air of afurancez 


od relations of the heavenly bodies. But the exact. 
rſs, with which EcLiPgEs are calculated; the in- 


ſcience, on which thoſe calculations proceed, are not. 


have a real, a certain foundation, in the nature and 
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STARRY HEAVENS. 
FIVHIS evening, I exchange the nice retreats o ß 
T art, for the noble theatre of nature. Inſtead 

of meaſuring my ſteps, under the covert of an 
rbour ; let me range along the ſummit, of this gen- 
tly ring hill.— There is no need of the leafy ſhade, 
lnce the fun has quitted the horizon, and withdrawn 
bis fcorching beams. But ſee, how advantages and 
inconveniencies are uſually linked, and chequer our af= _ 
fairs below ! If the annoying heat ceaſes, the landſhip, 
and its pleaſing ſcenes, are alſo removed — The majeſtic. 
caltle, and the lowly cottage, are vaniſhed together. 
| have loſt the aſpiring mountain, and its ruſſet brow 3... 
[look round, but to no purpoſe, for the humble vale, 
ad its lowery lap. The plains, whitened with flocks, 
ad the heath, yellow with furze, diſappear. - The ad- 
nancing night, has wrapt in darkneſs the long - extend. 
ed foreſt ; and drawn her mantle over the windings Ml 
pf the filver ffream. I no longer behold that luxu= 
Want fertility in the fields.z that wild magnificence of 
proſpect, and endleſs variety of images; which have 
ſo often touched me with delight, and ſruct me with 
ove, from this commanding'eminence, © 
The, lols, however, is ſcarcely to be regretted; - - 
lace it is amply compenſated by the opening beauties . 
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52 CONTEMPLATI ONS ON 


of te {ky. Here, I enjoy 4 free view of the whole fad 
| hemiſphere ; without any obſtacle from below, to cone jim: 
nne the exploring eye; or any cloud from above, te br. 
L overcaſt the ſpacious concave, It is true, the lively {ho 
_ vermilion, which ſo lately ſtreaked the chambers off Nip! 
the well, is all faded: but the planets, onc after an or 
other, light up their lamps; the ars advance in thei of tt 
| glittering train; a thouſand and a thoufand lumi cont 
j naries, ſhine forth in. ſucceſſive ſplendors; and the If 
i © whole firmament is kindling into the moſt beautiful on 
6. we: The blueneſs of the æther, heightened by the mf 
1 ' ſeaſon of the year, and ſtill more enlivened by the a uu 
1 ſence af the moon, gives thofe gems of heaven th blaze 
ſtrongeſt luſtre. . the 4 
Oe pleaſure more the iavading gloom has no lar 
been able to ſnatch from my ſenſe, The night rath<Mylor; 
= improves chan deſtroys the fragrance which exhale ne! 
from the blooming beans. With theſe, the ſides of thin Ax 
1 © floping declivity are lined; and with theſe, the bam bet 
Z2Zephyrs perſume their wings. Does Arabia, from ai bn 
ber ſpicy groves, breathe a more liberal, or a mor bei 
charming gale of ſweets? And what is a peculiar re her 
W-. c6mmendation of the rural entertainments, preſente kent 
in dur happy land, they are alloyed by no apprebenſmiai 
= ions of danger. No poiſonous ſerpent lurks unde m; 
dhe bloſſom; nor any ravenous. beaſt lies, ready t lry | 
_- ſtart from the thicket, —- But, I wander from a f ben 
more exalted ſubject, My thoughts, like my affe hebe. 
| 


II tions, are too eaſily diverted from the heavens, an 
' detained by inferior objects. Away, my attentio 
from theſe little bland: /bments. of the earth; tance 
5 Br ies of the 4 9 i invite Thy regard. 
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4 WI have ken a turn among the Tombs, and vie! 
1 : ed the ſolemn memorials of the dead; in ordef t 
1 learn the vanity of mortal things, and to break the 


be... 05 enchantment. We have ſurveyed the o namen W 
i of the Garden ; not that the heart might be planted Ae 
the parterre, or take root among the flowery race, 


2 that thele &cheaees of a 1 might tack . 
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"THE STARRY, HE AVENS. 83 


Bios and delight is ever in the bloon.—A third 
tne we lightzd che candle of meditation; and ſought 
br viddom, not in the crowded city, or wrangling 
ſchools, but ia the filzatand lonely walks of ancient 


ia, and raiſe our ſpeculations to thoſe ſublimer works 
of the great Creator; waich the regioas* of the they, 
contain, and this dulky hour unvails tr. 

If we have dilcerned the touches of his pencil, 
glowing ia the colours of ſpring; if we have leech a 
lnple of his benelicence, exhibited in the ſtores of .. 
nature; and a*ray of his brightneſs beaming in the 
blaze of day: O! what an iufinitely richer, tield for 


the d. i play of his perſeftions, are the 8 The 


levent, in the moſt emphatical manner, declare the 
gory of Gov. Vue heavens. are nobly eloquent of 
de Deity, and the moſt magnificent heralds of their 
Maker's praiſe. They ſpeak to the whole univerſe ;. 
for there is neither perch fo barbarous,- but their 
knzuage is underſtood; nor nation ſo diſtant, but 
heir voices are hear among them 4. — Let me chen, 
nden multitudes are buried in fleep, liſten to thęir 
lent lectures. Perhaps I may receive ſuch ce: 

manifeſtations of the eternal power and Godhead,” 


in ades; and m iy be a turelary friend to my virtue, 
Shen the call of buligeſs, and the retura of light, ex- 
ole me again to the inroads of temptation, = 

The. Jraelites, initigated by frenzy, rather chan 


deten ders to judicial afrology tals of, I know not 
ſat, mylterigus cifi-acy; ia the different aſp:& of 
I: ſtars, or the various conjunction and oppoſitioa 


1 Alluding to the ſeveral ſubjects of the three preceding e 


Night opes che nob leſt ſeenes, and ſheds an awe, „ 
Which gives thoſe venerable ſcenes full wag lt. 
Aud een ee ia ta'entcadgc'd heart. 
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0 after a better paradiſe z | where beauty never 


Night *,—Leet us once more iadulge the contemplative 


krotioo, worihipp:d the hoſt of heaven, And the 
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k may /bed-religion on my ſoul, while I walk the ſoli- * 3 
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| of the planets. Let thoſe who are unacquainte 
Vin the fure word of revelation, give ear to theſe 
3 ſons of deluſion, and dealers in deceit: for my Part 
| it is a queſtion of indifference to me, whether the 
© conſtellations ſhonewith (miles, cx loured in frowns 
on the hour of my nativity. Let CunrisrT be wy 
iq guard; and, fecure in ſuch protection, I would lavgh 
e their impotent menaces. Let CHRIST be my guijes 

And hall ſcorn to atk, as well as deſpair of reccivin 
any predictive information from ſuch lifeleſs maſſ.s, 


„„ > -- * . 
T ** It is moſt becoming (ſays a great author) ſich imperfed 
creatures as we are, to contemplate the works of GoD, with ih 
—_ * @cfign, at we may diſeern the menifeſtations of wiſdom i 
them z and there{y cxcite in cu ſelves, thoſe devout affect. on 
>< ard that ſuperlative reſpect, which is the very eflence of praiſe 
sit ie a teaſcnable and moral ſervice.” —— Abternethy on the Ait 
dus And, indeed, if we are fincerely diſpoſed to emplo 
= ourſclzes in this excellent, this delightful duty of praiſing the 184 
nite Cicator ;, the means and the motives, are both at hand. H 

Works, in a wonderful ard inſtuctive variety, preſent themiciveh 

With pregnant. nianiſcſtations of the moſt tranſcendent excellencies“ 
-, their Maker. Ihey pour their evidences from all quarters, and 
19 all the avenves of the mind. They invite us, expecially in d 
magnificent ſyſtem of the univerſe, to comtemplate——cu/cl, co 

ſummately wiſe; aud execution inimitably perfect, ;—-fowrr, 
which nothing is impoſſible 3 and grodnes, which extendeth to 
wich endurcth for ever. Fo give, not a fu. diſplay, but 01 
= 20 tome ſtiobFRriflares, cf theſe glorious truths, is the prine'pal co 
f ee, . i 
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nr STARRY HEAVENS. 5 


Au / \ e. Yi 
Tux vulgar are apprehenſive of nothing more, 


[Butdtudious minds, that carry a more accurate and 
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than a multitude of bright ſpangles, dropt over the 
ethereal blue. They have no higher notion of theſe 
fine appetrances, than that they are ſu many golden 
fuds, with which the empyrian arch is decorated. 


ſteict inquiry among the celeſtial bodies, bring back 
advices of a moſt aſtoniſhing import. Let me juſt re- 
colle&t the moſt material of thoſe ftupendous diſco- 
veries ; in order to furniſh out proper ſubjects for 
our. contemplation, And let the unlearned re- 
member, That the ſcene I am going to dif. 
play, is the workmanſhip of that incomprehenſible 


CoD, who is “ perfect in knowledge, and migh-»* . 1 


«ty in power: whoſe name, whoſe nature, 
and all whoſe operations, are © great and mar vel. 
bus:? who ſummons into being, with equal eaſe, a 
inple grain, or ten thouſand worlds. — To this it we 
continually advert, the aſſertions, though they will 
certainly excite our admiration, need nut tranſcend” 
bur belief, 1 | 6 
Taz earth is, in fact, a round body; however it 
may ſeem, in ſome parts, to be ſunk into vaſes, and 
rattled in hills *; in other parts, to be ſpread into a 


ſpacious plain, extending to the ' confines of the 8 


heavens, or terminated by the waters of the o- 
can, — —We may fancy, that it has deep /ouns 
tions, and reſts upon ſome prodigioully ſolid baſis: 
but it is pendent, in the wide tranſpicuous æther; 


A learned writer, 1 think, Dr Der bam, has ſomewhere an ob» + 
ſetvation to this purpoſe—— That the loftieſt jummits of ' bills, . and 
le moſt enormous :1dges of mountains, are no real objection to the 
lalulan form of the earth. Becauſe, however they way render it, to 
pour limited fight, vaſtly uneven and protuberant ; yet, they bear 
£00 more proportion to the entire ſw face of the terraqueous bali thats 
a paritele of duff, catually dropt on the mathematician's globe, bears 
Wits whole circumference. Conſequently; the rotund figure is no 
Note deſtroyed in the one caſe, than-in the other — On the 


kare principle, 1 have not thought it neceſſary, to take any notice | 
il he-con,paratively fall differezce, between the polar aud equate» 


M dillictcr of the carth. 
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= which means, the day dawns in one hemiſphere; 
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* with the other, but both are perfectly compatible, 


7 


Or 


without any viſible cauſe, to uphold it from above; « Fs, 
fupportait from beneath. It may ſeem to be ſedentary 
in its attitude, and eee in its ſituation: but ir f 
continually failing *, through the depths of the {ky 
and, in the ſpace of twelve months, finiſhes the migh. 
ie voyage. Which periodical rotation produces the 
aſons, and completes the year. —As it proceeds in 
the annual circuit, it /pins. upon its own centre; and 
turns its fides alternately to the fountain of light. By 


while the night ſucceeds in the other. Without this 
_ expedient, one part of its regions would, during halt WW” 
the great revolution, be ſcorched with exceſſive heat, Wy "* 
3 under an unintermitted glare: while the o- II 


ther, expoſed to the contrary extremes, would be fro. Jul 
Zen to ice, and buried under a long oppreſſion of dif- lol 
mal and deſtructive darkneſs. fac 


J cannot forbear taking notice, that, in chis com- er 
5 motion of the earth, the one in no wiſe inter- 


Is it not thus, with the precepts of religion, and the WO 
-needful affairs of the preſent life; not excepting even Wi #0 
the innocent gratifications of our appetites ? — Some, the 
1 believe, are apt to imagine, that they muſt renounce WW" 
: Hf they devote themſelves to CHRIST, and a- del 
Handon all the ſatisfactions of this world, if they once el 
become zealous candidates for the felicity of ancther. tex! 
hut this is a very miſtaken notion, or elſe a very in- | 
Jurious repreſentation, of the doctrine which is ac- 1 
LE N to godlineſs. It was never intended to drive the 
men into deſarts; but to lead them, through the * 
peaceful and pleaſant paths of wiſdom, into the bliſsful) 
vegions of lite eternal. It was never intended to ſtrike 
"off the wheels of bu/ine/s, or cut in ſunder the finevs 3 | 
of indufry ; but rather to make men induſtrious, fro * 
a principle of conſcience, not from the e of % 
4 
„With what amazing ene ab veſſel, (if I may carry. on the fVet 
alluſion , filled with a multitude of nations, and freight with al "Dc 
their poſſeſſions, makes her wet 8 wag #therial Sper) e , 
178 28 ir gots oF be „„ h 
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THE:STARRY HEAVENS. 2% 
rice; that ſo they may promote their immortal © 
happineſs, even while they provide for their temporal 
maintenance. It has no deſign to extirpate our paſ. 
bobs, but only to reſtrain their irregularities; neither 
yould it damp the delights of ſenſe, but prevent them 
from evaporating into vanity, and ſubſiding into gal,  - ml 
A perion may be chearful among his friends, and 
jet joyful in Con. He may taſte the ſweets of his 
earthly eſtate; and, at the ſame time, cheriſh his 
hopes of a nobler inheritance in heaven. The trader 
may proſecute the demands of commerce, without _ "= 
nepleting: to negotiate the affairs of his falvatiowm. » 
The warrior may wear his ſword; may draw, in a 
juſt cauſe, that murderous weapon; and yet be agood _ «ml 
loldier of JEs Us CHRIS 7, and obtain the crown that a 
fadeth not away. The parent may lay up a comp. a 
tent portion for his children, and not forfeie-'kis. - _ 
tile. to the treaſures, either of grace or glory. 80 far a 
þ Chriſtianity from obſtructing any valuable intereſt, an 
or with-holding any real pleaſure; that it evidently _- 
idyances the one, and improves the other. Juſt as 
the durnal and annual motions, are ſo far from cla/h=. 
ng, that they perfectly accord; and, inſtead of being 1 
beltructive ot each other, by mutually blending their 
effects, they give proportion and harmony to time, 
kriility and innumerable benefits to nature. 


55 


To us, that dwell on its ſurface, the earth is by far * 
the meßß extenſive orb, that cur eyes can any where 
behold. It is alſo clothed with verdure; ain _ 
trees; and adorned with a variety of beautiful de-. al 
torations. Whereas, to a ſpectator placed on one 
oi the planets, it wears an uniform aſpect; looks all ü 
um inous, and uo larger than a ſpot. To beings, who 
dvelFat till greater diſtances, it entirely diſappears.— 
That which we call, alternately, the morning, or the '- ml 
nening-ſtar; as in one part of her orbit, the rides fore: 
mit in the proceflion of night; in the other, vſhers _ ' wn 
end anticipates the dawn; is a planctary- bb. 
Which, with the four others, that ſo wonderfully vas 
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and ſhine only by reflectian: have fields, and ſeas, andi 7 
lies of their own: are furniſhed with all accomng WO 
_- dations for animal ſubſiſtence, and are ſuppoſed to E 


- _- the abodes of intellectual life. All which, together 


| with this our earthly habitation, are dependent on tha 1 
1 grand diſpenſer of divine munificence, the ſun; re- Ve, 
Cce.ive their light from the diſtriburion of his rays, andi 
: _ Qderive their comforts from his benign agency. wt 
Tas fun, that ſeems to perform its daily ſtages der 
= through the ſky, is, in this refpect e, fed and im- bt 
=— moveable, It is the great axle of heaven, about whict af 1 
the globe we inhabit, and ether more fpacious orbs u 

=—  whecl their ſtated gourfes.—— The ſun, though ſcem eur 
= ingly {naler than the dial it illuminates, is abundant) he 
4 * urge + chan this whole earth; on which ſo many Ai 
=_ - Jofty mountains riſe, and ſuch vaſt oceans roll. * 
Une, extending from fide to fide, through the centr de 
bdof that reſplendent orb, would meaſure more tha en. 
eeight hundred thouſand miles: a girdle, formed iq t 
30 round its circumference, would require a lengt ſand 
of millions: and were its ſolid contents to be compuf 
ted, the account would even confound our under AX 

ati 


ſtanding, and be almoſt beyond the power of language 
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” THE STARRY HEAVENS. T9. 
eto age, ſuch an enormous maſs of flame ?——Let 
end our  philoſophic guides, and we ſhall be 
Bronght acquainted with ſpeculations, incomparably 
Wore inlarged and amazing. - 
bis fun, with all its attendant planets, is but a ve. 
little part of the grand machine of the univerſe, 
Frery far, though, in appearance, no bigger than the 
diamond; that glitters upon. a lady's ring; is really a 
vaſt globe, like the ſvn in fize, and in glory; no leſs 
ſpacious, NO leſs luminous, than the radiant ſource of 
cur day. 80 that every ſtar is, not barely a world, 
hut the centre of a CLIN Fflem ; has a retinue 
of worlds, | irradiated by its beams, and revolving © 
round its attractive influence. All which are loſt to 
our ſight, in unmeaſurable wilds of ether, —— That 

the ſtars appear like ſo many diminutive, and Tcarce 
ditinguiſhable points, is owing to their immenſe, and 
inconceivable diſtance. Immenſe and incanceivable * 
Indeed it is; fince a ball, ſhot from the loaded can? 
don, and flying with unabated rapidity, muſt travel, 
at this impetuous rate, almoſt ſeven hundred thou. 
land years “, before it could reach the near of theſe | 
winkling luminariees. n 
Can any thing be more wonderful than theſe obſer= : 
rations ?* Tes: there are truths far more ſupendouss MM 
there are /cenes far more unbounded. As there is no 3 
end of the Almighty Maker's greatneſs; ſo no imagi: : = all 
nation can ſet limits to his creating hand. Could you 3% mY j 


ſoar beyond the moon, and paſs through all the pla- 
detary choir : could you wing Jour Way to the higheſt ISL =— by 
parent gr, and take your ſtand on one of thoſe laue. 
leſt pinnacles of heaven: you would, there, ſee ather 
ſhies expanded; another ſun, diſtributing his inex- 
luuſtible beams by day z ether lars, that gild the hor= * 3 
ſors of che alternate night, and other +, perhaps no- 
de Religions Philofopber, p. 81.9, Where the exact compute - 

un ie 691,690 years. V FFW 
(7 be #6-Tcology, book IL chap. II. Where the authorrr 
une abgned various rcaſons, to fupport this theory of our = — = 
JJ , PP ͤ 
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90 CONTEMPLATIONS ON. 
bler /ftems, eſtabliſhed; eſtabliſhed, in unknown 
profuſion, through the boundleſs dimenſions of ſpace, 
Nor does the dominion of the univerſal Sovereign 
terminate there. Even at the end of this vaſt tour 
- you would find yourſelf advanced no. farther than the 
k fuburbsof creation; arrived only at the frontiers of 
the great JeHovan's kingdomm. 


Ax we ſtruck with amazement, at this little etch 
of a very little part of his works? Ho then muſt we 
be loſt in wonder, at the conſideration of the CREA. 
TOR himſelf! Who is ſo high, that he looks down! 

on the higheſt df theſe dazzling ſpheres, and ſees even 
the ſummit of creation in a vale: fo great, that this 

8 - prodigious extent of ſpace, is but a point in his pre- 

fence; aud all this confluence of worlds, as the lighteſt 
a4 dom, that fluctuates in air, and diſports in the meri- 
8 SE 


gern aſtronomers, adds“ Beſides (the forementioned) ſtrong pro 
e babilities, we have this farther recommendation of ſuch an ac» 
e count of the univerſe, that it is far more magnificent, aud er 
&« thy of the infinite Creator, than any other of the narrower ſchemes. 
Job, after a moſt ſublime diſſertation, on the mighty works of 
GoD; as they are ſcattered through univerſal nature, from the 
heights of heaven, to the very depths of hell; cloſes the magniii 
cent account, with this noble acknowledgment; Lo! 2beſe are part 
_ of bis ways. Or, as the original word more literally fignifics, anc 
map, 1 think, be more clegantly rendered; Theſe are only the ſeu ts 
ieder utterme/t borders of his works, No more than a ſmall pre 
Face to the immenſe volume of the creation From the Hebre 
ye —ertremitates—1 cannot forbear thinking on the extreme anc 
very attenuated fbres of the root, when compared with the whole 
ſubſtance of the trunk; or, on the exquiſitely 1 ſize of the copiliar 
veſſels, when compared with the whole. ſtructure of the bod 
V Es 
This puts me in mind of a very fine remark on a ſcriptual bea 
19; and a ſolid correct ion of the common tranſlation ; made by tha 
© Jearned, ſagacious, and devout 'expoſitor Vitringa.— If. xl. 15. W. 
flak it written of the Supreme Being, that he ftaketh up-the iſles, al! 
very little thing. Which our critic obſerves, is neither anſwerable tt 
the import of the original, nor-conſonant to the ſlructure of the dit 
+ eourſe? The prophet had no intention to inform mankind, wh. 
e Almighty could do, with regard to the'iflands, if he pleaſed it 
1 tiert his power: but his deſigu was to ſhew, bow „ 
N 5 A of * e £2.54 
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THE STARRY HEAVENS. gr - þ ji 
l thou ſublime and incomprehenſibly glorious | | 1 
ob, how am Loverwhelmed with awe, and ſunk 13 
into the loweſt proſtration of mind ; when I conſider 
by © excellent greatneſs,” together with my own little- 
ges and inſignificancy /——lIs there not moſt abun - 
lt reaſon, to be even confounded at the remem- 
trance; that, exceſſively mean as I am, I ſhould ever 
mtertain one conceited apprehenſion of myſelf? ſhould 
gel the leaſt elatement of thought, in the preſence f 
bþ majeſtic and adorable a Being? Were I po 
ſed of all the high perfections, that accompliſh and ä 
vorn the angels of light; yet, amidſt all theſe noble 


% 


VN! 

-n Wltidowments, | would fall down in the deepet abaſement._ 
\is Wl thy feet. Loſt in the infinitely ſuperior blaze, of 
re. Wy uncreated glories; I would confeſs myſelf tobe 


t; than nothing, and vanity.— How much more 

woht 1 to maintain the moſt unfeigned humiliation, — - 
Flore thy Divine Majeſty ; who am not only duſt 

N * but a compound of imperfection and de- 
avity | 4 08 E 3 | 1 l 55 


Waite, beholding this vaſt expanſe, Ilearn my own 
cs. iieme meanneſs; 1 would alfo diſcover: the :abjet et- 
ks ont, which is in all Zerre/trial things. What is | 
le earth, with all her oſtentatious ſcenes, compared Mt 
th this aſtoniſhing furniture of the ſkies? What, 188 
ta dim peck, hardly perceivable in the map of the _ 
ci He e? It is obſerved, by a very judicious writer“, 
| phat if the ſun himſelf, which enlightens this part of 
„and creation, was extinguiſhed ; and all the hoſt of 
her what mere nothings bey are, in his eſtcem, and before his - tt 
Ieſly,— The iſlands, ſays he, though ſo ſpacious, as to afford room — 
the erection of kingdoms, and the abode of nations; though ſo 1 


Tr Ie, as to withſtand, for many thouſands of years, the rag: gand 1015 I | ö : 
- WW ned aſſaults of the whole watery world; are yet, before the _ = | 


Wi Wed [JEROVAH, ſmall as the mivuteſt grain, which the eye en © 
5 e diſtern; light as the feathered mote, which the- leaſt breath : 14 
A away like a tempeſt.- WY PNITINR Tnſule unt Ws | 
We quid, quod avelat, The deep-rooted iſlan?s are as. the volatile atam, 10 
we whe we gentleſt undulations of the air, i, waſted-to and fro in per" WM 
ld cpitation, . 5 „ 


ſet en vn. No 565. 
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3 planetary worlds, that move about him, were annihi 


lated; they would not be miſſed, by an eye that car 
| take in the whole compaſs of nature, any more than 
grain of ſand upon the ſea-ſhore, The bulk of which 
they conſiſt, and the ſpace which they occupy, is ſo ex 
ceedingly little in compariſon of the whole; that thei 
by would ſcarce leave a blank, in the immenſity of 
__Gov's works. ——If then, not our globe only, but 
this whole ſyſtem, be ſo very diminutive ; what is a 
kingdom, or a county? What are a few lordſbips 
or the ſo much admired patrimonies of thoſe, who arg 
tiled wealthy“? When l meaſure them with my ownlf 
little pittance, they ſwell into enormous dimenſions 
But, when I take the boundleſs univerſe for my ſtand! 
ard, how ſcanty is their fize, how contemptible theit 
figure! They ſhrink into proud and pompous ns 


3 Or anne 
MV When the keen-eyed eagle ſoars above all the feathe 
ed race, and leaves her very fight below: when ſl. 
wings het towering way up the ſteep of heaven; and 
 Readily gazing on the meridian fun, accounts it 
Seaming ſplendors all her own : does ſhe then regard 
with any ſolicitude, the mote that is fly ing in the air 
or the du which ſhe ſhook from her feet? Ani 
mall this eternal mind of mine, which is capable o 
©. contemplating its Creator's glory; which is intended t 
e.njoy the viſions of his countenance : ſhall this ezern, 
mind, endued with ſuch great capacities, and mad 
Far ſuch exalted ends, be fo ignobly ambitious, as 
; High for the tinſels of-ſtate ;\ or ſo poorly covetous, 
3 e ample territories on a ncedle's point 
. Ono: while ſuch my conſiderations, I tet 
muy ſentiments expand, and my wiſhes acquire a tur 
of lublimity. Such vaſt ſurveys aſſimilate the ſoul, an 
make her truly great. My throbbing defires afte 
- _werldly grandeur die away; and I find myſelf, if ne 


x * 


© * Tuvdt intcr fidera vagantem divitum pavimenta ridere, & totom (i 


| anro un terre m. Senec. 
reelle grandia inanis. Wan Hor. 5 
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THE STARRT HEAVENSG. 93 
wſeſed of power, yet ſuperior to its charms.— Too 
bug, muſt I own, | have my affections been pinioned 
by vanity, and immured in this earthly clod. But 
theſe thoughts break the ſhackles &: theſe objects open 
the door of liberty: my heart, fired by ſuch noble 
roſpects, weighs anchor from this little nook, and 
coaſts no longer about its contracted ſhores + dotes no 
boger on its painted ſhells. The immenſity of things 
k her range; and an ininity of bliſs is her aim. 


Benolp this immenſe expanſe, and admire the: 
unde ſcenſion of thy Gop.— In this manner, an in- 
ſpired and princely aſtronomer, improved his ſurvey 


wen the works of thy fingers, the moon and the lars 
which thou hajt ordained; J am ſmitten with wonder at. 
thy. glory, and cry out in a tranſport of gratitude, 
LORD, what is man, that thou art mindful of him? or. 
te ſon of man, that thou viſiteſ? him f „ How. 
amazing, how charming, is that divine grace, 
# which is pleaſed to bow down its ſacred regard;, to 
ſo fooliſh and worthle/s. a creature?! Yea, dildains. 
not, from the height of infinite exaltation, to ex- 
tend its kind providential care, to our moſt mivute 
# concerns !—— But that the everlaſting Sovei-'n 
# ſhould give his Son, to he our incar nate Ssviour 57 
* what a miracle is this of condeſcending gout os “ 


* ries, to this aneffable git!“ 


. « 


* The foul of man was made to walk the ſkies, 
Delightful outlet of her priſon here! We 
There, drfincumber'd from her chains, the ties 
Of toys terreſtrial, ſhe can rove at large: | 
There freely can reſpire, dilate, extend. e 
ln tull proportion let looſe all her powers. 
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if the noctürnal heavens. Ihen I confider thy heaven, 


* or rather, what are all miracles, what are all my#gs _ 


Had the brighte/t archangel been commiſſioned to 
tome down, with the olive-branch of peace in his 
und; and to fignify bis eternal Maker's readineſs to 
* reconciled: on our bended. knees, with tears of 


— — 


3 SO 


1 * 


- Night-Thougbts, No I. 
Joy; 
4 | 8 


joy, and a torrent of thankfulneſs, we ovght to have 
received the tranfporting news. But when, inſtead 
of ſuch an angelic envoy, HE ſends His only begotten 


robes of incomprehenſibſe glory, — 


2 throned, though adoring. 
Angels, but ſtooped incomparably lower. Aſſumed a body of ani- 
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Son; his Son beyond all thought illuſtrious, to make 
us the gracious overture :—ſends him from the“ ha. 
« bitation of his holineſs and glory,” to put on all 
the innocent” infirmities of mortality, and dwell in 
_ tabernacle of clay: — ſends him, not barely to make 
us a tranſfent viſit, but to abide many years in our in. i 
ferior and miſerable world: — ſends him, not to exer- 
vile dominion over monarchs, but to wear out his life 
in the ignoble form of a /ervant'; and, at laſt, to 
make his exit, under the infamous character of a male. 
Jactor! Was ever love like this? Did ever grace ſtoop 
10 lowW * ?—Should the ſun be fhorn of all his ra- 
diant honours, and degraded into a clad of the vallies; 
mould all the dignitaries of heaven be depoſed from 
their thrones, and degenerate into inſecls of a day; 
great, great would be the abaſement. But nothing tc 


This reminds me of a very noble piece of ſacred oratory, where 
in a fine ſeries of the moſt- beautiful gradations, the apoſtle diſplay 
the admirably condeſcending kindneſs of our Saviour. - He 
thought it no rovbery, it was his indiſputable right, to be equal will 
the inficite, ſelf-exiſtent, immortal God : yet, in mercy to ſinners 
he eniptied bim ſelf of the incommunicable honours, and laid aſide tlie 
When he entered upon his me- 
diatorial ſtate, inſtead of acting in the grand c=pacity of vniverſal 
Sovere'gn, he took upon him the form of a jervant. And not the form 
of thoſe miniſtering fpirits, whoſe ae Fo dignity itſelf; who ar 

He took not on him the nature 0 


mated duſt, and was made in the likeneſs of men; thoſe inferior and de 
aved creatures —Aſtoniſhirg condeſcenſion! but not ſufi:ient 
or the overflowing richneis of the Reticemer's love. For, being 
found in ſaſbion as a man, be bimiled himſelf farther ſtill. Occupie 
the loweſt place, where all was low and ignoble. He not only tubs 
mitted to the yoke of the divine law, but aifo bore the infirmiticst 
and miniſtered to the neceſhties, of mortals. He even wath'd the 
feet of others, aud had not where to lay bis own head. Yea, he 
carried his meritorious humiliation, to the very decpeſt degrees of 
poſſible abaſement. He became obedient unto death——and not to 4 
common or natural death, but x death more infamous than the gib 
bet more toctiious than the rack——ecrn the accuried death of 1 
"4 e ; 'F 


4 . 1 2 | 
groſs, Phil: ii. 6. 7. 8. bn wy - 
W | 55 , "+ thine 
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thine, moſt bleſſed Jesus; nothing to thine, thou 
prince of peace; when for us men, and for our ſal- 
nation, thou didſt not abhor the coarſe accommoda- 
tons of the manger; thou didſt not decline even the 
gloomy horrors of the grave. 

It is well the facred oracles have giyen this doctrine 
the moſt reiterated and inconteſtable evidence. Other- 
wiſe, ſo prodigious a favour muſt ſtagger our belief. 
Could nzz who launches all theſe planetary globes 
through. the iU/imitable void: and leads them on, from 
ige tO age, in their extenſive career: could ns reſign 
bis hands, to be confined by the girding cord; and his 
hack to be plowed by the bloody ſcourge Could WE, 
who crowns all the ftars with incxtinguithable bright- - 
w/s; be himſelf defiled with / ztting, and disfigured 
with the thorny fcar? It is the greateſt of wonders, 
and yet the ſureſt of ?ruths, __ 

Ol ye mighty orbs, that roll along the ſpaces of 
the ky; I wondered, a little while ago, at your vaſt 
limenfions, and ample circuits. But now my amaze- 
nent ceaſes; or rather, is entirely ſwallowed up by a 
nuch more ſtupendous ſubject. Methinks, your 
enormous balk is ſhrivelled to an atom ; your prodigious” 
revolutions are contracted to a ſpan; while I mule up- 
on the far more ele vated heights, and unfathomable 

depths; the infinitely more extended lengths, and uns 
limited breadths, gf this ove of GOD in CHR 4 S 7 
ESUS®. . 

While 1 behold this vaſt expanſe; I ſet a mirror, 
that repreſents,” in the moſt awful colours, the gredt= 
dels of the Creator's glory, and the heinoufneſs of hu. 
nan guilt.— Ten thouſand vo/umes ; wrote on purpoſe, 
lb ditplay the aggravation> of my various acts of diſ- 
Wedience 3 could not ſo effectually convince me of their 
neonceivable enormity, as the conſideration of that 
al-plorious Perſon +; who, to make an atonement _ 
lor them, (pic the laſt OE of his blood. eve br 


T Eph. wii, 18. 1 | Is: 
Vo guijque dies aſcendit i in agiton cus, ners, eo Hu be- 
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ſinned, may every child of Adam fay 3 and what, Ga 
Id unto thee, O thou obſerver of men * Shall I ge 
my firſt-boyo for my tranſgreſſion, the fruit of my 
body for the fin of my foul? Vain commutation 1 « 
and ſuch. as would be rejected by the bleſſed Go, 
with the utmoſt abhorrence.— Will all the gctentates WW b 
that ſway the ſceptre in a thouſand kingdoms, devoe . f 
_ their: ſacred and honoured: lives, to reſcue an ob- ti 
noxious creature from the ſtroke of vengeance? A 
Alas it muſt. coſt more, vaſtly more, to expiate the d 
malignity of fin, and fave a guilty wretch from hell 
*— Will all the principalities of heayen. be content tu tl 
aſſume my nature, and reſign. themſelves.to.death fo 6 
my pardon + . Even this would be too mean a (ai fe 
"TO PI, | 1 92 4 y | faction W. 
„Job vil. 20% Not preſerver, as it Nands in our verſion, but 7 
| ſiever of men. Which phraſe, as. it expreſſes the ſtrit.and inceſſan ſu 
| -  - Jnſpeftion of tke divide eye; as it intimates the abſolute impoſſbili ra 
ar - ty, that any tranſyrefſion ſhauld eſcope the divine. notice; is evident or 
ot y moſt propet, both to aflign the ren, and heighten the emp), 
F r 1 bc 
1 1 Milton ſets this thouglit in a very poœtical and (triking li- m 
u me ſanQities (f heaven, ſtand round the thone of th m. 
- © ſupreme Majeſty. Go p foreſees and toretels the fall of man; the rw de 
14 which will, unavoidably epfue on his tranſyrcfli.n ; and the u. 
q ' impoſſibility, of his being ever able to extricate bimſelf, from the 
dn of. © 3 
© Vi, wits whole poſterity, muſt an; 13 
3 Die he, or juſtice muſt; unleſs for him . 0 
1 Some other able, and as willing, pay. | | bai 
The, rigid ſatisfaction, death for death. 4 | | 
After which affecting repreſentation, intended to raife the moſt tet ( 
3 der emotions of pity:;.the. following irquiry is addtefſed to all nif 
net.. 10 
= x | Say,. beav'oly.powers, where ſhall we find ſuck: love? | FP 
Which of you will be mortal, to redeem. _ | ſtal 
Man's mortal crime? and die, the dead to ſave? 
Hie. aſſe'd; but all the heawaly.choir Rood mute, have 
4 Ty” nd ſilence was in Davin ——_ . 723 . the 
© - © There is, to meatleaſt, an inimitable ſpirit-and beauty its the. a8 
TT _ _, eircumſtance——That ſuch an innumerable multitude, of ge“ wh 
And compoſſionate beings, ſhould be ſtruck dams; with ſurprize and f ut 
© pot; at the very. mention uf {be deadly for ſeiture and ranſom ſet ! | "ght 
ugucge is ſa eloquent as. this /ilence.. Wordt could. not poll "ih + 
_ 5 ns 


THE STARRY HEAVENS. or * 
&ion, for incxorable juſtice z too ſcanty a reparation 
of God's injured honour. So flagrant is human guilt, 
mat nothing, but a victim of infinite dignity, could 
conſtitute an adequate propitiation, — He, who ſaid, 
« Let there be light, and there was light; Let chere 

be a firmament, and immediately the blue curtains 
| floated-in the fky; He muſt take fle ſh; HE muſt feel 
the fierce torments of crucifixion; and pour out his 
ſoul in ag6nies,. if ever ſuch. tranſgreſſors are par» 

V | | 3 wy "27 

How vaſt is that debt; which all the wealth of both 
the Indies cannot diſcharge !' How vitiated that habit 
of body; which all the drugs produced by nature her- 
ſelf, cannot rectify l But how much more ruined: 
was thy condition, O my ſoul! how much more þei- 
or were thy crimes? Since nothing leſs than the 
WM fuffcrings and death of Meſſiah, the Son of Gop, and 
radiant image of his glory, could fett thy recovery, 
or cancel thy iniguity.— Though, perhaps, thou art 
not ſunk ſo very deep in pollution, as ſome, of the 
moſt abandoned profligates; yet remember the ineſti. 
mable ranſom, paid to redeem thee from everlaſting: 
deſtruction, Remember this, and © never open thy. 

% mouth any more *, either to murmur at the divine 
chaſtiſements, or to glory, in thy own. attainments. 
Remember this; and even ** hath thyſelf +: for the 
4 multitude of thy provocations,” and thy great 


baſeneſs. 
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Once more: let me view this beautiful, this mag -- 
nificent-expanſe 3 and conceive ſome juſter apprehen- } 
lions, of the unknown riches of my Saviour's. atone- © 
ment. I am informed by a writer who cannot mi- 
ſtake, that the High Frieſt of my profeſſion, Who 3 


lave expreſſed, in ſo emphatical a manner, the dreadful nature ff. "mw 
the. taſk.; the abſolute inability of any or all creatures to execute. 
u; the ſuper-eminent and matchleſs love of the. eternal Son, in 
undertaking the tremendous work; not only. without reluQance, 
but unſought and uniwplored ; with readineſs, alaciity, and der 
lyhe. Paradiſe Left, Book III. line 20g. edit. Bent. 3 
Eck. Bi. 63, I Chap. zxxvi. 31. 


| 


+ >» 


& 


5 * 9 ; * 


6 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 
woas alſo the ſacrifice for my fins, is higher thay jj, 
. heavens * ; more exalted in dignity, more bright with 
glory, than all the heavenly' manſions, and all their 
| illuſtrious inhabitants. If my heart was humbled, at 
the conlideration of its exceſſive guilt ; how do all m 
drooping powers revive, at this delightful thought! | 
The poor criminal, that ſeemed to be fottering on the 
very brink of the infernal pit; is raiſed, by ſuch à 
belief, even to the portals of paradiſe. My ſelf abaſe- 
ment, I truſt, will always continue; but my tears, 
under the influence of ſuch a conviction, arc quite 
gone . I do not, I cannot, doubt the efficacy of 
this propitiation. While 7 ſee a glimpſe, of its march. 
lels excellency ; and verily believe myſelt, intereſted in 
its merits ; I know not what it is, to feel any miſvj. 
ving ſuſpicions; but am ſtedfaſt in faith, and joytul } 
oo ED AA TT 
Be my iniquities like debts of millions of talents, 
here is more than full payment for ali that mighty ſum, 
Let the enemy of mankind, and accuſer ot the bre. 
thren, load me with invectives, before the dreadtul 
tribunal; this one plea, A divine Redeemer died, moſt 
thoroughly quaſhes every indiftment. For, though 
= + lam forry to find, that ſome of my readers were a little diſ- 
- - goſiedat this expreſſion, My fears are quite gone.” As thinking, 
it diſcovered a tincture of ariogance in the Wiler, and tended io 
- dilcourage the weak Chriſtian. But 1 hope, a more mature ouſi- 
deratiou will acquit me, from beth theſe charges.—— For, what has 
the author ſaid ? Only, that at ſome peculi ng hippy moments, when 
te Holy Ghoſt bears witneſs of CHRA8 T in his Heart, and he is fas 
_. yourcd with a glimpſe of the Redecmer's matchleſs exceilercy, — 
that, in theſe (right intervals of lite, hi> trembling tears, wit regard 
to the deciſive ſentence of the great tiibunal, are turned into plea- 
ung expectations. And what s there in ſuch a declaration, affen, 
due to the rife} modeſty, or diſpiciting to the wer ft believer : 
= Inſtead of ſtiking terror, it points out the way to obtaining a feed 
E tranquillity. lis natural tendency is, to engage the ſerious mi: d 
Ain a wire ronſtunt and attentive meditations on the unknown merit 
bot the divine MEDiaTtoR And wire we more thoroughly ace 
= quaitted, more deeph affected, with his unuterabie dignity 3 L 
dl perſusded, our uncafy apprehenſions would proportics b va 
niſh ; our faith be eſtablliſhed, our hopes brightencd, and out Joys 
enlarged. 82 3 1 . | | I 5 o : 
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there be much turpitude, and manifold tranſgreſſions, 
a there is no condemnation to thoſe that are in CHRIS 
„les vs.“ —Nay, were I chargeable with all the vileſtt 
deeds, that have been commited in every age of the, _ ü 
world, by every nation of men; even in this moſt de- 
plorable caſe, I need not fink into deſpair. Even 
ſuch guilr, though grievous beyond all expreſſion, is 
not to be_compared with the abundance of grace and + 
riahteouſneſs, which is in the incarnate. Divinity, — 
How great, how tranſcendently ' glorious, are the 
enſections of the adored JeHovan! So great, ſo 
ſuperlatively precious, is the exyiation of the dying 
Jesus. It is impoſſible for the human mind to exalt 
this atonement *, too highly; it is impoſſible for the 
humble penitent to confide in it, too ſteadily. The 
ſcriptures, the ſcriptures of eternal truth, have ſaid it, 
ſezult, my ſoul, in the belief of it), that the blood 
on which we have to rely, is Go p's own bload ; and. 
therefore all- ſufficient to expiate, omnipotent to ſave. 
| David, that moſt egregious ſinner, but more- 
a exemplary ſaint, feems to have been well acquainted 
uch this comfortable truth. —What elſe can be the 
import of that very remarkable, but devout declara- 
ton ? Thou ſbalt purge me | with hyſſop, and I ſhall be 


794 -* This doctrine, thongb rich with confulation to the ruined ſin- 
ter; yet, is it not likely to open a door for licentiouſneſi and em- 
bolden tranſgreſſors to proſccute their vices? No: it is the 

: moſt powerful motive to that genuine repentance, which flows from 

am ardent love of Gop; and operates in a hearty deteſtation of all 
bn, and an unfeigned deſire to abound in the works of obedience. 
3 One who ki ew the unmeaſurable goodneſs of the LoxD, and was 
0 ſt anger io the ſiutul perverſencſs of our nature, ſays, There is 


9 Mercy wilt thee : THEREFORE ſhalt thou be feared, Pſal. 13. 4. 
F Words, full to my purpoſe; which at once add the higheff authori-._ 
5 to this ſenti nent, and dire & our minds to its proper influence, and 
f We improvement. | ATI. e 8 N 


Act, xx. 28. : 3 „ hy . 

- | Pal. Ii 3, Thor ſhalt purge. J prefer this tranſlation before the _. 
8 * one. Becauſe, this fpeaks the language of a b e e .. 
nd gives the hig h/ bonaur to the divine goodueſs. Were thay werds Je 
Wnded to bear no more, than the common petiticrary ſenſe z and g 
dot to be expreſſive of a note 7lerophor y of faiths they would rather 

We beca—"_8 I and DAY inperatives, not falut es. 2 3 
* 3 | . | ai, 
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clean thou ſhalt waſh me, and I ſball be whiter than 
iu. —“ | have been guilty, I muſt confeſs, of the 
F ** moſt complicated and ſhocking crimes : crimes, in- 
« flamed by every aggravating circumſtance, with re. 
d gard to myſelf, my neighbour, and my Goy, 
_#: My/eff, who have been bleſſed above men; and the 
e diſtinguiſhed favourite of Providence; my neich- 
# bour, who, in the moſt dear and tender intereſts, 
s bas been irreparably injured ; my Gop, who might 
__ ,«& juſtly expect the moſt grateful returns of duty, in- 
« ftead of ſuch enormous violations; of his law, 
0 Let, all horrid and-execrable as my offence is, it is 
t nothing to the ſuperabundant merit of that great 
= ** Redeemer, who was promifed from the foundations 
© © © of the world; in whom all my fathers truſted; 
© © who is the hope of all the ends of the earth, 
Though my conſcience be more /aath/ome, with 
E ' © adulterous impurity, than the durghill ; though the 
- © moſt barbarous of murders has rendered it, even 
e black as the gloom of bell; yet, waſhed in „the 
fountain opened for fin, and for uncleanneſs *,” I 
e * ſhall be—1 ſay not pure only, this were a diſparage- 
„e ment to ne cr of my Saviour's death; but! 
hall be fair as the by, and white ag the eu. 
 & Nay, let me not derogate from the glorious object 
e of my confidence cleanſed by this ſovereign ſtream, 
1 ſhall he fairer than the full-blown - lily, whiter 
EC than the new- fallen fnows.” _ Be? 


PoE, faith the ſcripture, belongeth unto GO Df. 
E =, —And in what majeſtic lines is this attribute of Js. 
nova written, throughout, the whole volume of 
= the creation ? Eſpecially, through thoſe magnificent 
=” pages, unfolded in yonder ſtarry regions. Which 
gare therefore ftiled, by the ſweet and ſublime ſinger 
of Vrael, © The ficmament of his power f.“ Be. 
gceauſe the grand exploits of Qmnipotence are there dil- 
|  played,-with the utmoſt pomp; and recorded in the 
E > moltlegible characters. 

Lech. alli, 2. + Pſal. lzii 11. ] Pal. chi 
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with an eye of reaſon, beholds its rolling wonders ; 
can forbear inquiring,” of what were theſe mighty orbs 
firmed *—— Amazing to relate] They were produced 
without materials, They ſprung from emptineſs it- 


ſupreme Architect, to faſhion the parts with ſuch ex- 
quiſite njceneſs, and give ſo beautiful a poliſh to the 
ſurface ? With what were the various pieces of' the 


ſelf, The ately fabric of univerſal nature emerged 
out of nothing. What inflruments were uſed by the 


Who, that looks upward to the midnight ſky ; and, p 


complicated ſtructure cemented; and how was all 


connected into one finely proportioned, and nobly 
finiſhed whole ? A bare fiat accompliſhed all. LRT 
THEM BE, ſaid Gob. He added no more ; and im- 
mediately the marvellous edifice aroſe ; adorned with 
every” beauty; diſplaying innumerable perfections; 
and declaring, amidſt admiring ſeraphs, its great. 
Creator's praiſe. © By the word of the Lok p were 


fixed ſome of thoſe vaſt globes on an immoveable 
baſis! What irreſiſtible impulſe bowled others; through 


aide, © according to his ordinance.” 
Without apy toilſome aſſiduity; or laborious pro- 


If this thought is admitted a ſecond time, and ſuffered to en- 
hoble the next paragraph; it is partly, becauſe of its unequalled 
ſablimit ; partly, becauſe it awakens the moſt grand idea of creating 
power ; and partly, becauſe the praflice of the pſalmiſt, an authoxi- 
be great to be controvented, is my precedent. —— The beautiful 


wet m_ * 1 


hetition of the ſentiment, verſ. 9 intimates, how peculiarly he was 


while the turn of his own compoſition ſhews, how perfectly he 


well as the Chriſtian worid, to admire the dignity of the Fewiſh 
luer file. Vide Longin. de Sublim, Sect. I% © © G 


« the heavens made, and all the hoſt of them by the 
* breath of his mouth “. What wonderful force 


the dark profound? And what coercive energy con- 
fined their impetuous courſes, within the niceſt, ſtrict- 
eſt bounds ? Nothing but his ſovereign will, For 
all things were at firſt conſtituted, and all to this daß 


nz3 quoted from Pfal. xxxiii.'6. is a proof, how thoroughly the 
yal poet entered into the majeſty of the Mſic narration i, the re- 


1 


armed with that noble manner of deſcribing the divine opcrations 3 _ 


polſeſſed the ſame elevated way of thinking. And this long before 
Liyinus wrote the celebrated treatiſe, which has taught the Hleathen, 
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_ ceſs; to raiſe to touch to ſpeak ſuch. a multitude 


- of enormous bodies into being ;—to launch them 1 

through the ſpaces of the ſky, as an arrow from the 4 

hand of a giant; — to impreſs on ſuch unwieldy | 

maſſes a motion, far outſtripping the ſwiftneſs of the Wil ” 

- _ . winged creation * ;— and to continue them in the A 

. fame rapid whirl, for thouſands and thouſands of 0 

ears; —— what an aſtoniſhing inſtance of infinite th 

might is this !—Can any thing be impoſſible to the 0 

Lok p, the Loxp Gop; the Creator and Controuler 

of all the ends of the earth, all the borders of the jo 

univerſe ? Rather, is not all that we count difficult, | Ih 

5 perfect eaſe to that glorious Being, who only ſpake, + 

- _ - Jnd the world was made +? Who only gave command, WW vi 

and the ſtupendous axle was lodged faſt, the lofty WW" 

| Wheels moyed complete? What a ſure defence, O my 54 

© foul, is this everlaſting ſtrength of thy Gop ! Be this Wie 

. thy continual refuge, in the article of danger; this vor 

thy never-failing re/ource in every time of need, . 

What cannot this uncontroulable power of the ly 

great JE RO VAR effect for his people? Be their miſe- With 

ries ever ſo galling, cannot this Gop relieve them? Wit 

Be their wants ever ſo numerous, cannot this Gop | * 

ſupply them? Be their corruptions within ever ſo in- N 

veterate; or their temptations without ever ſo impor» Wiſin, 

tunate; cannot this mighty, mighty Gop, ſubduc the %% 

one, and fortify them againſt the other ? ——Should 2 

. xialt, with an inceſſant vehemence, ſſt thee as wheat; 1 

hould #rioulation, with a weight of woes, almoſt grind Wai 

3 ö RS 05 1 he r 

To give one inſtance of this remark.— The earth, in the diur- et. 

nal revolution which it performs on; its own axis, whirls about at the el 

rate of above a thouſand miles an hour. And as the great obit, Wien 
which it deſcribes annually round the ſan, is reckoned at 540 mil- hem 

lions of miles, it muſt travd near a million and a half each d. — lieſe 
= What an amazing force muſt be requiſite, to protrude ſo vaſt a giobe: Lit. 

sand wheel it on, loaded as it is with huge mountains, and ponderous Þs the 
rocks, at ſuck a prodigious degree of rapidity | Jt ſurpaſſes human W air 

conception !-—How natural, how pertinent, how almoſt neccſiary, I ex) 

ker ſuch-an obſer vation, is the acknowledgment made by boly Ee 

3 a; IJ kngw that THOU canſt do every thing, and "that 1 thought cau bt Ir this 

ih- helden from thee, chaps zlii. 2. | „ e of 

ann . nee, . V bef 
= . 25 bs ts. N | thee ling, 
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thee to powder; ſhould p/2a/ure, with her bewitching 
(miles; lolirit thee to delicizus ruin; yet, hold thee 
« faſt by God,“ and lay thy help upon him that is om- 
niporent . Thou cauſt not be involved in ſuch cala - 
nitus circumſtances, or expoſed to ſuch imminent peril; 
hut thy Gop, whom thou ſerveſt, is able to ſupport 
thee under the one, and to deliver thee from the 
aher. To ſupport ! to deliver! O let me not diſho- 
nour the unlimited greatneſs of his power. He is 
ble to exalt thee, from the deepeſt diſtreſs, to the moſt 
triumphant joy; and to make even a complication of 


It is a moſt charming deſcriptian, as well as comfartalle promiſe, © 
bc we find in If. xl. 29. 30, 3. He giveth power to the feet le 5 
them that bave no might at all, he not only imparteth, but in» 
neeſeth ſlrength 3; making it to abound, where it did not ſo much as 
ent. Without this aid of JeEHovaAn, ever the youths, in the 
rery prime of their vigour and activity, Hall become languid int their 
work; and weary in their courſe. Aud the young men, to whoſe reſo- 
liton and abilities nothing ſeemed impracticable, ſhall not ouly not 
ficceed, but atterly full, and miſcarry in their enterptizes—/Phereas - 
they that wait a pon the LORD, and rely on his grace, ſhall preſs on, 
with a generous ardor, from one degree of religious improvement to 
mother: inſtead of exhauſting, they ſhall renew their ſtrength; diffieul- 
tes ſhall animate, and toil invigorate them; they h mount up, as with 
ſarin3 wings, above all oppoſition ; they ſhall be carried through” 
wry diſcouragement, as eag/es cleave the yielding air: They ſhall 
fs, with ſpeed and alatrity, the way of Gop's commandments,  ' 
ud not be weary + They ſhail bold cn with conſtancy and perſeverance, _ 
u thot? peaceful paths, and not faint; but atrive at the end of their. 
et, and win the prize of their high calling. | Fs 
| To this moſt cheating doctrine, permit me to add its no-leſs, 
rantiful and delightful conti oft. Elithaz, ſpeaking of the enemies of 
he righteous, 45— 14 "31 7—whickh is rendered by a 


fo neat critic in ſacred learning, N ihil exciſum fattio nobis adverſaria,— 
he Fr. ſhould reckon our language acquitted-itfelf tolerably well, if, 
it, wen depreciating the abilities of an adverſary, it ſhould repreſent 


dem weak as the ſcorched thread, feeble as the diſſalving ſmoke, But 
liefe are cold forms of ſpeech, compared with the eloquence of the 
hit, According to the genius of our Bible, All the power that oppo- 
Þs the godly, is a mere nothing; or, to ſpeak with a more emphati- 


an WY air of contempt, à deſtroyed, an extirpating nothing. Admire 
57 Is expreſſion, ye that are chartned with daring images, and (what 
oy calts verdum ardens) a ſpirited and glowing diction, ——Remem-' 


this declaration, ye that fight the good fight of faith. The znited 
me of all your enemies, he it ever 10 formidable to the eye of fleſh, . 
beſore your almighty Guardian, Nibil nihiliſſimum, not only no- 


nz, but le thau nothing, and vanity. Job Axii. 40, 


* 
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evils work together for thy everlaſting good. He i- 
able, not only to accompliſhi what I have been ſpeaks 
ing, but to do exceeding -abundantly above all that we 
can aſk, or think . | g | WF 

Ol the wretched condition of the wicked, who have 
this Lokp of all power for their enemy! O! the 
deſperate madneſs of the ungodly, who provoke the 
Almighty to jealouſy - Beſotted creatures! are you 
able to contend with your Maker, and enter the liſts / 
againſt incenſed Omnipotence ? Can you bear the 


fiexceneſs of his wrath, or ſuſtain the vengeance of 
bis lifted arm? At his preſence, though awfully (:. Wl ® 
rene, the hills melt like wax, and the © mountains WI"! 
« ſkip like frighted lambs,” At the leaſt intimation if 
of bis diſpleature, the foundations of nature rock, Wl © 
and the pillars of heaven tremble.” How then can aL 
_ a-withered leaf endure, when “ his lips are full of in- in 
. dignation, and his tongue as a devouring fire?“ 
Or can any thing /creen a guilty worm, when the great 
and terrible God ſhall wet his glittering ſword, and 10 
his hand take hold on inexorable judgment? When thit 
band which ſhoots the planets, maſſes of exceflive Wil © 
bulk , with ſuch ſurpriſing celerity through the ſky; 7. 
1 ſhould, in this place, avoid ſwelling the notes any farcher, th 
Was it not to take notice of the inimitable paſſage quoted above, fol 
and to be found Eph, iii. 20. — Which, if 1 do not greatly mi- cr! 
N-ke, is the moſt noble repreſentation of divine power, that it is im 
poſible for words to frame. To do all that our tongue can ſk, ch 
is a miracle of might. But we often think more than we can ex- 
Prefs, and are actuated with.“ groanings unuiterable.“ Yet, t0 au- up 
ſwer theſe vaſt deſites, is not beyond the accompliſhment of our ſer 
- heaverJy Father.——Nay,'to make all manner of bleſſiogs commer” I 
urs te to the /argeſt ſtretcb of human expectations, is a / mal thing of 
With the Go of glory. He is able to do above all, that the molt | 
ehlarged app: chenſion can imagine; yea, to do ebundantly more, fat 
evceraing «burdictly more, than the mind itſelf, in the utmeſt er- 
effi of its faculties, is capable of wiſhing, or knows how 19 % 
rape, <0 0 — EY | t 
—=+ Une of the planets 8 ſuppoſed to be more than 90 al 
times as big as the globe on which we live, The largeſt of the 1 
plänets (Jupiter) is reckoned above 200 times vaſter, than this ly 


ealleG199 of mighty Kingdoms, ſpacious foreſts, 1 
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that hand which darts the comets to ſuch unmeaſurable 
diſtances, beyond the orbit of our remoteſt planet, 

beyond the purſuit of the ſtrongeſt eye; when THAT 
BAND is ſtretched out to puniſb, can the munition of 
rocks, the intervention of ſeas, or even interpoſing 
worlds, divert the blow?! — Coniider this, ambition ; 
and bow thy haughty creſt. Conſider this, diſobe- 
dience ; and bend thy iron ſinew. O] conſider this, 
all ye that forget, or affront, the tremendous IxHo- 
van. He can, by a ſingle act of his will, lay the 
uni verſe in utter ruin; and can he want power to 
bring you, in a moment, to the duſt of death, or to 
the flames of hell? He has, —I ſay not, ten thouſand 
lightnings to ſcorch you to aſhes; ten thouſand thun- 
ders to cruſh you into atoms; but, what is unſpeakx- 
ably more dreadtul,—he has an army of terrors, even 
in the /cok of his angry countenance : his very frown is. 
yorſe than deſtruction, : e 


% 


I cannot diſmiſs this ſubject, without admiring the Os 


A atience of the blefled Gor. Who, though ſo “ ſtrong 
and powerful, yet is provoked every day.” —Surely, 
sis his majeſty, ſo is his mercy, his pity altogether 
. WJ commenſurate to his power. If I vi/ify but the name 
ef an earthly monarch ; I loſe my liberty, and am con- 
fined to the dungeon, If I appear in arms, and draw 
„dhe {word againſt my natjonal ſovereign ; my life is 
.c Wl forfeited, and my very blood will ſcarce atone for the 


crime, But thee I have diſhonoured, O! thou King 
immortal and invifible ! againſt thee my breaſt has 
cheriſhed ſecret diſaſfection; my behaviour has riſen 

vp in open rebellion : and yet 1 am ſpared, I am pre- 
ſerved, Inſtead of being baniſhed from thy preſence z 

L fit at thy table, and am fed from thy hand. Inſtead 
oer prerſuing me with thunderbelts of vengeance, thy 
ore, favours ſurround me on every ſide. That arm, that _ 


hins, and boundleſs oceans. Such enormous magnitude, wings 
« with ſuch prodigious ſpeed lt raiſes aſtoniſhment beyond 
apreon ——/ab GOD ti terrible majefly ! Jod xxxvii. .. 

Win all not fear TH ER, O Lo b, end glorify thy name? Rev. W 
1 25 C injured 
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injured arm, which might juſtly fall, with irretrievabl 
ruin, on a traitor's head; is moſt graciouſly ſtretches 
out, to careſs him with the tendereſt endearments; 
to cheriſh him with every inſtance of paternal kind. 
nefs.—— O thou mightieſt, thou beſt of Beings, how 
am I pained at my very ſoul, for ſuch ſhameful and 
odious difingenuity ! Let me always abominate myſelf 
as the baſeſt of creatures; but adore that unwearied 
long: ſuffering of thine, which refuſes to be irritated; 
AZ Gove that unremitted goodneſs, which no acts of in-] 
- gratitude could ſtop, or fo much as check, in its gra- er 
cCious current. O! let this Zubborn heart, which duty | 
could not bind; which threatenings could not avez 
be the captive, the willing captive, of fuch trium. 
-  Phantbeneficence, | cr rs 
I have often been ftruck with wonder at that al. 
mighty ſkill, which weighed the mountains in ſcales, 
aud the hills in a balance; which preportioned the wa- 
ters in the hollow of its hand, and adjufled the duſt noft 
of the earth by a meaſure. But how much more 
marvellous is that magnificent @conomy, which poiſed Wis ;; 
the Zars with inczpreflible nicery, and meted out the 
Teavent with a ſpan! Where all is prodigiouſly vaſt ; Wer 
immeaſely various; and yet more than mathematical» ? 


ie deft of the earth, in this ſublime ſcripmure, ſignifies the 4 it 
uud or ſolid part of our globe. Which is placed in contradiſtinion leni⸗ 
te the whole collection of fluid matter, mentioned in the preceding 
clauſe. Perhaps, this remarkable expreflion may be intended to 
intimate, not only the extreme.nicenc/s, which ſtated the dimenſions 
of the round wortd, in generol, or in the grofs; but alto that por 
cu lar exaſfneſ, with which the very ſmalleſt materials that conititure tou 
ii frame, (not excepting each individual atom), were calculated ka: - 
and diſpoſed :. d. It is a ſmall thing to ſay, No ſuch enor- 
mous redundancies; as unneceſſary ridges of mountains, were ſuſſot- 
ed to ſubſiſt. There was not ſo much as the leiit grain of ſand f- be n 
"> perfluons, or a ſingle particle of duſt deficient. —— As the grand ain 0 coy 
me deſcription is, to celebrate the conſummate wijdom exemplified in fer 
the creation; and to diſplay that perjef propertion, with which every | 
- part tallies, coincides, and harmonizes, with the whole; } have N 
taken leave to alter the word of our Engliſh tranflation com prebeud. 'T 
Aud introduce in its ſte id a term, equally $:ithful to the {/rorew, 306 
_ more. figuificative of the-prophet's piccite idea. II. x1. 22 » 
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THE STARRY HEAVENS. toy 
| exact. Surely, the wiſdom of Gop manifeſts itſelf 
1 the Kies, and ſhines in thoſe lucid orbs: ſhines on 
the contemplative mind, with a laftre incomparably 
brighter than that which their united ſplendors trant- 
git to the eye. —Behold thit countleſs multitude of 
godes; conſider their amazing bulk; regard them as 
tie fovereigns of ſo many ſyſtems, each accompanied 
vith his planctary equipage. Upon this ſuppoſition, 
phat a multiplicity of miglity ſpheres, muſt be per- 
ſetually running their rounds is the upper regions! 
Yet, none miſtake their way, or wander from the 
al, though they paſs through trachleſ and unbound- 
& fields. None + from tlieir orbits, into extra- 
ngant excurſtons; none preſs in upon their centre, 
ü too near an approach. None interſere with 
ach other in their perennial paſſage; or intercept 
de kindly communications of another's influence . 
but all their rotations proceed in eternal harmony: 
keeping fuch time, and apes ſuch laws as are 
moſt exquilirely adapted to the perfection of the hole. 
While contemplate this “ excellent wiſdom which 
made the heavens,” and attunes all their motions ; 


bow am 1 abaſhed at that mixture of arrogance and ne 


, which has, at any time, inclined me to murmur * 
Whit thy diſpenſations, O Lokp | what is this but a ſort 
if implicit treaſon againſt thy ſupremacy ; and a tacit 
lenial of thy infinite underſtaading ?—Haſt thou ſo 
tpularly placed ſuch a wonderful diverſity of ſyſtems, 
lirough the boundleſs univerſe ?-— Didft thou, with» 
ut any probationary effays, without any improving 


c Wittouches, ſpeak them into the moſt conſummate per - 
c con ? Doft thou | continually ſuperititend all 
ir eircumſtances, with a ſagacity that never miſtakes. 


be minuteſt title of propriety ? And ſhall I be ſo un- BM 
Kountably ſtupid, as to queſtion the /wfine/s of thy WM 
Wernment, in © choofing my inheritance, and fixing. 


The interception of light, by means of an eclipſe, happens very 
Wwe): and then, is of ſo bort a contiunance, as not to be at all in - 
aneniegt; is attended with ſuch cigcumſtances, as render it rathes 
Wal ban prejudicial,  _ = — * 
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the bounds: of my habitation ??——Not a Angle 


205 #rratum in modelling the ſtructure; determining the 
diſtance ; and conducting the career of unnumbered 
worlds / and ſhall my peeviſh humour preſume to cen- 


ure thy interpofition. with regard to the affairs of one 
kaconiiderable creature: whole ſtature, in ſuch a com- 
parative view, is leſs than a ſpan; and his preſent 


duration litile more than a moment? 


* OY thow. Gon, © in. whoſe hand my breath is, 
et and whoſe are all my ways,” let ſuch ſentiments ag 
now poſſeſs my thoughts, be always lively on my heart! 
Theſe ſhall compoſe my mind into a. chearjul ac- 


quieſcence, and thankful ſubmiſſion ;, even when af. 


Kictions gall the ſenſe, or diſappointments break my 


ſchemes; . Then ſhall I, like the grateful patriarch +, 
in all the changes of my. condition, and even in the. 
_ depths of diſtreſs, erect an altar of adoring reſigna- 
tion z and inſcribe it with the apoſtle's motto, Io. 


Gov onLY WISE. Then, ſhouldſt thou give me leave 


to be the carver of my own fortunes, IL would humbly 


defire to relinquiſh the grant, and. recommit the dil- 


poſal of myſelf to thy unerring beneficence. Fully, 


perſuaded that 7% counſels ; though contrary to my 


_ | froward inclinations,. or even afflictive to my fleſh; 


are incomparably more eligible, than the blind impulſe 
of my own. will, however ſoothing to animal. nature. 


O a careleſs inſpection, you perceive no accuracy 
der uniformity in the poſition of the heavenly bodies. 
They apyzar like an illufrious chaos 5 a promilcuous 


Phe ſun in partieular, (and let this ſerve as a ſpecimen of that 


molt. geometrical exactneſs, with which the other celeſtial bodies are | 


_conſtirated; and all their circumſtances regulated), the ſan is form- 


ad of ſuct-a determinate magnitude, and placed- at ſuch a con- 


venient diſtance, —** as not to. angoy, but only refreſh us, and 


a 25 „ nouriſh the ground with its kindly warmth, If it was larger, It 
Would ſet the earth on fire : if ſmaller, it would leave it frozen. 


1 If it was nearer us, we ſhould be ſcorched to death; if farther from 
wwe, we ſRould not be able to live. for want of heat.“ Sta fl. c 
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of Giving 


moving by hn SAG et what /cems confuſion, it all 
regularity. What carries a ſhew of negligence,” is 
really the reſult of the moſt maſterly contrivance. 
You think, perhaps, they rove in their aerial flight; 
but they rove by the niceſt rule, and without the leaſt. 
error. Their circuits, though | ſeemingly. deviaus; 


their mazes, though intricate to our apprehenſions M 


are marked out, not indeed with golden compaſſes, but. 
by the infinitely more exact determinations of the all- 
wiſe Spiri. 

80, — 1 wears the Wann * . in che 
allotments appointed for the godly, has really the na- 
ture of a bleſſing, It iſſues from fatherly love, and 
will terminate in the richeſt good. It 7% pb is ſnatch- 
ed from the embraces of an indulgent parent, and 
abandoned to ſlavery in a foreign land; it is in order 
to ſave the holy family from periſhing by famine 3 
and to preſerve © the ſeed, in whom all the nations, 
Hof the earth ſhould be bleſſ:d.“ If he falls into the. 
deepeſt diſgrace, it is on purpoſe that he may riſe to. 
the higheſt honours. Even the confinement of the 
priſen, by the unſcarchable workings ot providence, 
opens his way to the right hand of the throne itſelf.— 
Let the moſt. afflicted ſervant of JIEs us, wait the final. 
upſhot of things : and he will then, ditcoytr the. appas« 
nt expediency. of all thoſe tribulations ; which now, , 


5. perhaps, he can hardly admit, without reluctance ;. 
5. or fuffer, without ſome ſtruggles of diſſatis faction. 
us WM Then; the guſhing tear, and the heaving ſigh, will be 


turned into-tides of gratitude, and bymns of BORE: 
vonder. . 

In the mean. time, let no audacious. railer tax the 
liyine procedure; but, adoring where we cannot com- 
prehend, let us expect the evolution of the e | 


i an. T hen ay every eye F 3, that the 6 NE: : 
zen. 

rom hs” . 
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_ Eceentric, intervolv'd; yet regular 8 
Then . when moſt ** they: en. 
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1 and 
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globes; neither ranked in order, nor 
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ing /abyrinths of providence, were the moſt dire? ang te 
© Ccompendious way; to effect his general purpoſes of Wii © 
RH grace, and to bring about each one's particular hap. fu 
 pineſs *—— Then, alſo, ſhall it be clearly ſhewn, in AD 
the preſence of applauding worlds; why, virtue pined Wl 
in want, while vice rioted in affluence: why, amiable Wl © 
E, . Inmocence ſo often dragged the dungeon chain, while ia 
korrid guilt trailed the rebe of ſtate.— That day of u- 
| niverſal audit, that day of everlaſting retribution, wit Wl © 
not only vindicate, but magniſy, the whole manage. 5 
ment of Heaven. The auguſt ſeſſions fhall cloſe WM ”” 
L with this unanimous, this glorious acknowledgment: WW”? 
Though clouds and darkneſs, impenetrable by any Gr 
„ human ſcrutiny, were ſometimes round about the WI”! 
+ ſupreme Conductor of things ; yet righteoufne/s ind / 
judgment were the conſtant habitation of his feat +, WM 
the invariable ſtandard of alf his adminiſtrations,” Wi” 
While we view (if I may illuſtrate the grandeſt % 
| rruthy, by inferior occurrences; while we view) the 4 
axras, on the fide of leaft diftinttion, it is void of zny WM" 
E elcgant fancy; without any nice ſtrokes of art; no- 
© thing but a confufed jumble of incoherent threads, pal 
No fooner is the piece beheld in its proper aſpect, but un 
| the fufſpected rudeneſs vaniſhes, and the moſt curious 
arrangement takes place; we are charmed with de- 
guns of the fineſt taſt, and figures of the moſt grace- WMI''Y 


fru forms; all is ſhaped with tymmetry ; all is clad Mh 
Tas goodneſs of Gop is moſt eminently diſplayed %, 


in the Kies. Could we take an underftanding ſurvey, 
= of whatever is formed by the divine Architect, 
LE throughont the whole extent of material things; 
EF our minds would be charmed with their matchleſs ex-. 


5 * — 


11 fbe mr world, 
Which, though to us it ſcems embroil'd, moves on 
In higher order; fitted, and impch' da 
By Wijdom's ſineſt hand, and iſſving all © 
In gen ral good. — — Thom. Winter, I. 38 6. laſt edit. 
* + Fial. XVI, 32 8 . 
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_ THE STARRY HEAVENS. rn 
cellencies, and our tongues echo back that great en- 
comium, They are “ very, very good.” ' Moſt beauti- 
ful* in themſelves; contrived by unerring wiſdom, 
and executed with inimitable ſkill ; moſt w/eful*® in 
their functions; exactly fitting the 22 they fill, and 
completely anſwering the purpoſes for which they 
were intended All the parts of the inanimate crea- 
tion proclaim, both by their in!rinfic and relative ex- 
cellencies, the all-diffuſive beneficence of their Maker. 
How much more wonderful are the diſplays of di- 
vine indulgence, in the worlds of /ife! Becauſe dead 
matter is incapable of delight; therefore, the gracious 
Creator Aas raiſed innumerable ranks of perceptive. 
exiflence ; ſuch as are qualified to taſte his bounty, and 
nie each a happineſs ſuited to its peculiar ſtate. With 
tis view, he furnithed the regions of inferior nature, 
vith a moſt numerous ſeries of ſenſitive beings. The 
waters teem with ſhoals of finny inhabitants. The 
dry-land (warms with animals of every order. The 
dyellings of the frmament, are occupied by multi- 
tudes ot winged people. Not fo much as a green af, 
pulotophers lay, but lodges and accommodates its 
puny animalcule tenants .- And wherefore this di- 
Ws i: ES 
** This xaxoxe72%e of the univerſe, and all its parts, has been 
rery highly, and very juſtly, extolled, by the ancient inquirers into 
tatue. And was, indeed, an illuſtrious ſcene, fpread before the 
ſages of the Heathen world; wherein to contemplate the goodneſs, 
nd the glories, of the ſupreme Being. It was nobly faid, by a 
ligin philoſopher, on this occaficn, Erg tpwla wilntrnflaya; Tow 7 


F 


4 e ebe duẽ u: That GOD, when be undertock the work 
V creation, transformed himſelf into love.— But he need not fran ſ- 

4 n himſelf into this amiable principle; for © Gop is ove :” as was 

t, Noch wore loftily ſaid by one, whom that philofophcr would have 


med a barbarian, 1 John iv. 8. | | 


Worms his readers, that all, natute ſwarms with life. In ſubterra- 
ſean cells, the earth heaves with vital motion. Even the hard ſtone, 
the very inmoſt receſies of its impenetrable citadel, bold multi- 
des of animated inhabitants. The pu!p of mellow frait, and all 
productions of the orchard, feed the inviſible nations. Each 
gad, wherher of acid taſte, or milder rclith, abounds with various 
ms of ſenſitive exiſtence. Nor is the pure /ir-am, or tranſparent 
+ Vithout' their colonies of unſcen people. —In which conſtitu- 

| 7 | | dien 
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A very celebrated poet, in a beautifol paragraph on this ſulje cm, © il 
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#2 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 
verſity, this profuſion of living creatures ; flying the 1. 
air, treading the ground, and gliding through the 4 
paths of the ſea? For this noble reaſon, — That the 


great Sovereign may exerciſe his ſuperabundant good- pw 
neſs; that his table may be furniſhed, with millions i 


. 


| and millions of gue/s ; that he may fill, every hour, * 
every moment, their mouths with food, or their ngk 
hearts with gladneſs, 3 . * 


, But, what a ſmall theatre are three or four ele. 
. » 9 0 mun 
ments, for the operations of IEHOVAH's bounty | Hs. 
. . . — 7 0 4 mu! 
magnificent liberality, ſcorns ſuch ſcanty limits. If 
you aſk, Wherefore has be created all worlds, and 
repleniſhed them with an unknown multiplicity of 
beings ; riling one above another, in an endleſs gra - Miba 
ö dation of ſtill richer endowments, and {till nobler ca- "=p 
Pa cities? The anſwer is,—For the manifeſtation oil 
| his own glory, and eſpecially for the communication 0 
ö Bis inexhauſtible beneficence “. The great Creator 
k  <£ould propoſe no advantage to himſelf, His blils is 
- ancapable of any addition.” © Before the mountains 
ds were brought forth, or ever the earth and the 
world were made,” he was fupremely happy, i 
| tion of things, we have a wonderful inftance, not only of the di 
vine goodneſs to thoſe minute beings, in giving them a capaci!y tor 
animal gratifications ; but of his tender care for mankind, in ng 
+ Ring them imperceptible to our ſenſes. 
a -,  —— Theſe, conceal'd 2 5 
By the kind art of forming Heav'n, eſcape , 
N The groſſer eye of man: for, if the worlds 
In worlds inclos'd ſhould on his ſenſes burſt; 
From cates ambroſial, and the neQtar'd bowl, 
. Heid turn abhorrent; and, in dead of night, 
When ſilence f}ceps v'er all, be ſtuun'd with noiſe. 
. EO "$430 | | Thomſon's Summer, 


" HA ſacred writer, conſidering this pleaſing ſubject; and confining 
= his obſcrvation, within the narrow limits of his own country ; ent 
- out, with a mixture of ' amazement and gratitude, How great ts hi 
._ go%dneſs, and bow great is bis beauty! Who then can forbear be 
Ing loſt in wonder, and tranſported with delight; when he extend 
His ſurvey, to thoſe infinitely more cof jous communications of divin 
bounty; Which, like ſalutary and refreſhing. ſireams, run thioug 

. + all worlds; and make, not only the little vg ieys of a ſingle kingdo 
bat the immenſity of creation, taugh and ſing ? Exch. is. 1. 
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his own independent and all- ſufficient Self. His 
grand deſign therefore, in erecting ſo many ſtately 
@bricsz and peopling them with ſo many tribes of 
inhabitants; was, to frangſuſe his exuberant kindneſs, 
ud impart- Felicity in all its forms, Ten thouſand 
xorlds, ſtocked with ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
ranks, of ſenfitive and intelligent exiſtence, are ſo 
many ſpacious gardens ; which, with rivers of com- 


nunicated Joy, this ever-flowing Fountain waters con- 


* 


inuallß ß. 
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divine principle, to the very higheſt degree of perfec- 
tion) diſintereſted“ munificence! How inexpreſſibly 


ng light! Is it poffible to conceive any excellence, 


by unerring wiſdom, and exerting almighty power, 
n purpoſe to make a whole univerſe happy? O my 
bul, what an irreſiſtible attractive is here | What a 
poſt worthy object, for thy moſt fervent affection! 


beart?—O! no. Let his creating arm teach thee, to 
Ini in the fulneſs of his ſufficiency :—— Let his all- 
leriatending eye incline thee, to ſubmit to his de- 
dees: And let his bounty; fo freely vouchſafed; 
damply diffuſed; win thee to love him, with all the 


"nn thee to /erve him, not with a joyleſs awe, or ſla- 


| complacency. : 
but, if the goodneſs of God is ſo admirably ſeen, 
the works of nature, and the favours of Provis. 
ice; with what a noble ſuperiority, does it even 

| x . | b 3 Rea | _ 3 


£ In this ſenſe, There is "015% good but one, that is God. | None. 
Merſaly and efertiaily good: none, whoſe goodneſs extends itſelf, 
wwhnie variety of bleſſings, to every capable object; or, who. 


welled benevolcnce, 


- 
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BouNDLESs ®, and (which raiſes our idea of this 


amiable is the bleſſed Gop, conſidered in this charm- 


þ adorable and lovely; as infinite benevolence, guided 


ball now every glittering toy, become a rival to this 
anſcendently beneficent Being, and rob him of thy 


armeſt affections of a grateful and admiring ſoul : 


Ih dread, but with unfeigned alacrity, and a delight- 


Wys diſpenſes his favours, from the /cle principle of free and diſ-— | 


"M triumph 1 5 
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"214 | CONTEMPLATIONS ON 
triumph in the myſtery of redemption* ! Redemption, 
is the Þrighteſt mirror, in which to contemplate this 

: only as mites from the divine treaſury; but redemp- 
tion opens, I had almoſt ſaid exhauſts, al the ores 

I; marvellous: manifeſts it in ſo ſtupendous a manner, 

that it is beyond parallel; beyond thought; and 

Son, everlaſting God, thy only Son; the Son of thy! 
complacential delight * Was not thy love to this ado - 


fection of any, or the united affections of all mortal 


Rom. v. 8. 3 . 
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moſt lovely attribute of the Deity. Other gifts, are 


of his glorious grace. Herein, * Gon commendeth 
his love : not only manifeſts, but renders it perfect. 
« above all bleſſing and praiſe.” —— Was HE not thy 
boſom from eternal ages; the hipheſt objef of thy 
Table Son, incomparably greater than the fendereſt af. 


parents? Was not the bleſſed Jes us more illuſtrious 
in excelleney, than all angels; more exalted in digni. 


95 than all heavens! And yet didſt thou reſign Hu, / 
or poor mortals; for vile ſinners! Couldſt thou ſee. 
kim defcend, from his royal throne ; and take up his 4 
- abode, in the /ordid fable? See him forego the 0. al 
mage of the feraphim, and ſtand expoſed to the re- d 
proachful indignities of an inſolent ra be? See him 
proachful indignities of an inſolent ra be See h A 
arraigned at the bar, and ſentenced to death; num © 
bered with male factors, and nailed to the gibbet Men 
bathed in his own innocent blood, and pouring ou 
ln this, and in other parts of the Contemplations, the reade ind 

will obſerve, That the attributes of the DET x are repretented, a 
ſhining, with more diſtinguiſhed luſtre, in the wonders of redemp T 
tion, than in the works of creation. If ſuch remarks ſhould ſeem to b + 
unpreced.nted. or to ſtand in nced of a vindication; permit me te kit o 
ſubjoin the ſentiments of a great critic, equally Ferſed in both thoſ wn 
ſublime theories.—* Tuly,” ſays be, * 1equires, in his pe: fect ohe. 
% tor, ſome ſkill in the nature of heavenly bodies; becauſe, bi lch; 
mind will hecome more extcofive and unconſined; and, when hay. - 
«deſcend» to treat of human affairs, he will both think and wt: 
«in a more ezalted and magnificert manner. For the ſame rezfon ks 
that excellent maſter would have recommended the ſtudy of tho Pbicl 


gest and glorious myſteries, which revelation has diſcovered R 4 


us; ts which the nobleſt parts of this ſyſtem of the world are as mul 
« inferior, as the creature is leſs exceilent than the Grealir, Spe 
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bis foul in agonies of ſorrow ?—Could the Father, the 
father him/eff, with unknown philanthropy, ſay ; 
« It muſt, it ſhall be ſo! My pity to rebellious man 


« edged with divine wrath. Awake; and be 
u ſheathed in that immaculate breaft ; pierce that 
« dearly beloved heart. I am content, that my Son 
« endure the ſharpneſs of death, rather than finful 
6 mortals periſly for ever. Incomprehenſible love! 
May it, hence forward, be the favourite-ſubje& of my 
mdtation 3 more delightful to my muſing mind, than 
wpplauſe to the ambitious ear! May it be the darling 
theme of my diſcourſe; ſweeter to my tongue, than 
the droppings of the honey -· comb to my taſte ! May it 
te my choiceſt comfort, through all the changes of 


ies of difolution itſelt! 


APROPHET, contemplating, with a diſtant ſur- 
rey, this unexampled inſtance of almighty love, is rapt 
Into a tranſport of delight, At a loſs for proper ac- 
knowledgments, he calls upon the whole univerſe to 
ud his labouring breaſt, and ſupply his lack of praiſe, 
ling melodioufly, ye vaulted heavens ; exult, and even 
rap for gladneſs, thou cumbrous earth : ye mountains, 
Ireak your long ſilence, and burſt into peals of loudeſt 
uclamat ion ; for the LORD, by this precious gift, 
ad this great ſalvation, hath comforted his people, — A 
Zech. xiii. 7. = 


F II. xlix. 13.— ! have not adhered to our common tranſlation, 


lub, and inimitable energy, of the ſacred original. The love 
go manifeſted in a divine and dying Saviour, is a bleſſing of 
inconceivable richueſs ; as muſt render all acknowledgments flat, 


bolt emphatical celebration of that unſpeakable inſtance of goods 
Ihe benefit, and capable of delight ; would expreſs its gratitude, 


ul theſe demonſtrations of the moit lively and exuberant joy. 
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« pleads, and prevails. Awake, therefore, O ſword *, 


iſe: and my reviving cordial, even in the laſt extre- 


it endeavoured to. preſerve, ſomewhat more faithfully, che noble 


ad all encomiums languid. Yet, 1 think, the moſt. poetical and 
Ks, is contained in this rapturous exclamation of the proghet. 


Phich intimates, with a wonderful majeſty of ſentiment, that e- 
the whole compaſß of the inanimate creation; could it be ſenſible 
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= 116 CO 
aered hiſtor ian hath left it upon record; that, at the thy 
fixſt exhibition of this raviſhing ſcene, there was with Will bes 
the angel, who brought the bleſſed tidings, a mul- WW pot 
m—__ the heavenly hoſt ; praifing Gop, and ma- 8 
king the concave of the ſkies reſound with their halle. na 
lujahs. At the dawn of the Sun of righteouſneſs, Wil ri 
when he was beginning to riſe with healing in his Wil f. 
Wings, the morning-/iars ſang together, and all the nt / 
1 G © D ſhouted for joy.— And ſhall man, whom WM #; 
this gracious diſpenſation principally reſpects; ſhall gat 
man, who is the centre of all thefe gladdening rays; coc 
, hall be have no heart to adore, no anthem to cele. of 
brate, This ; . red 
Love without end, and without meaſure gract ? me 
ue 
How clear is the face of the ſky, and how per- I 
fectly pure! Clearer than the limpid ſtream, more «: 
pure than the poliſhed cryſtal. That fately cieling; ¶ ber 
etted with gold, and ſtretched to an extent of many = 
millions of leagues ; is not disfigured with a ſingle flaw. be. 
That azure mantle; + embroidered with ſtars, andi «, 
{ſpacious enough to form a covering for unnumbercdM ® 
Worlds; is without the leaſt ſpot or wrinkle. a 
Yet, this can ſcarce yield us, ſo much as a faint repre- hi 
ſentation of the divine purity. + God is a Gop of the en 
moſt immaculate excellence. His ways are uprightneſ 
Arfelf: his councils and words, the very ſanctity o 
wiſdom, and of truth. The laws, which he has given 
to wniverſal nature; are exquilitely contrived, and 
beyond all poffiBility of improvement. The precets V 
which he has appointed for the human race; arc ii. 
complete ſummary, of all that is honourable in itſelf Wk; 
and perfective of the rational mind.—— Not the lealdy ba 
= overſight, in planning a ſeries of events for all futurity 3 
naoor the leaſt Bal adminiſtratien, in managing the affe d 
- of every age, ſince time began; of every nation! 
under the whole beaven, — Pardon theſe diſparaging t 
| expreſhons. A negative zerfecion is tary far rei 


Wl ” ; 5 | . 


THE STARRY HEAVENS. 17 ml 
ty dignity, O thou moſt Higheſt . Ia all theſe inſtan-k 
ces; in all thy acts, and all thy attributes; thou art 
dot only holy, but glorious in holineſs,” © 

80 inconceivably holy is the Loa D Gop of hoſts, 
that he ſees defilement even in the brightneſs of yonder 
frmament. Thoſe living ſapphires, before his maje- 
ty, loſe their luſtre. He looſteth even to the moon, and 
if ſhineth not: yea, the ftars are not pure in his ſight. 
How much leſs man, who, in his fallen and depraved 
Wa fate, is little better than a worm, that crawls in the 
Wh cocrupted carcaſe ; and the ſon of man, who, by reaſon 
ef his manifold actual impurities, 7s too juſtly compa» | 
red to an inſect, that wallows amidſt ſtench and pu- 
trefaftion +? ——lIs there not then abundant cauſe, 

* 0 thou mt Higheſt. —— This expreſſion occurs more than once, 
inthe Pſalms uſed by the eſtibliſhed church. Aud is, I think, one 
[+ of thoſe beautics; which, becauſe often exhibited, generally eſcape - ' 
or notice. It is a ſuperlative formed on a. ſuperlative ; aud, 
though not ſtrictly conformable to grammatical rules, is nobly ſu- 
7 perior to them all ——— The lungiage ſeems to be ſenſible of its 
own deficiency 5 when the incomprehenſible JEHo v AH is addrefſ- 

a td, or cetebrated. Oppreſſed, as it were, with the gloiies of 
-C( the ſubject, it labours after a more empbatical manner of diction; 
than the ordinary forms of Jpeech afford. It is, if 1 rightly judge, 
one of thoſe daring and happy peculiarities of a maſterty genius, 


eich Mr Pope ſo finely deicribes; and, while he deſcribes, ex- 
he cnplifies ; W : 93 


<1 Great wits ſometimes may gloriouſly offend, | 8 
0 And riſe to faults true critics dare not mend: 1 00 
0 From vulgar bounds with brave diſorder part, 

nd And ſnatch a grace beyond the reach of art. 6 7 
10 n 4 I on Criticiſm, 


. It Pauls £yxyislepos @avluv Ty aywy—is a beautiful paſſage of —_ 
| tie like nature; which our tianflitors have very properly rendered, «i 
cl 5 e . | # - _ 

5 loin the leaft of all ſtuts.——Hiz———20y pw «4 yo KPELO GO — - 
auß © another inſtance of the ſame kind. Bat here, the Engl iſb verſion 
ty ik, Fur better ——is extremely fl.ccid, compared with the nervous 

Original. Aud 1 greatly queſtion, whether it is poſſible to tranſlate 

ſentence with equal conciſeneſs, and equal ſpirit, | See Eph. iii. 
ON . Phil. i. 3. 8 | „„ 
ing Job AIV. g. 6, I ſubmit it to the judgment of the learned, he- 
catl ther this is not the true meaning of the test. — It may not, be able, 
thy ferhaps, to recommend itſelf, to the ſquetmiſhly nice critic; or to 

ole, Who are always extolling the ſuppoſed diznity of the human 

BY To | D kt 2- mature. 
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._ ternples;z when ſharpened nails cut freſh fluices fol 
- the crimſon current; when the gaſh of the ſcar com- 


= _ heavens are net unſullied; though ſo curiouſly, fine, 
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118 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 
for the moſt irreproachable and eminent of manking 
_ to. rencunce all arrogant pretenſions; to lay afide eyes 
ry aſſuming air; to take nothing but ame and con- 
fuſſon to themſelues? A holy ſufferer, and hol 
prophet, felt ſuch humbling impreſſions, from af 
glimpſe of the uncreated purity. 1 abhor my/elf in 
au and aſbes *, was the declaration of the one: J am 
a man & unclean lips , the confeſſion of the other. 
And ſhould not this teach us all, to adore the divine 
mercies, for that precious purifying Jountain 1; which 
was foretold from the foundations of the world, but 
Was opened at that awful juncture, when knotty whips 
_ tore the fleſh; when ragged thorns mangled thei 


_ Pleted the dreadful work, and forthwith flowed there, 
from the wounded heart, blood and water. 
. Eſpecially fince the Gop, in whoſe ſight the very 


3 


and . ſpread out like a molten Iookibg-glaſs ;”— ſince 
2 ; 5 28 : . | ? 7 þ 5 8 
nature. Bü it ſeems, ii preference io every other interpretation, 
Fuitable to the ſacred contgat ; and is far, far from being injurious to 
the chare lier of that apoſtate Face, which is © altogether become a- 
_ *bominable,” and is as in unclean thing.” —— On this ſuppoſi- 
tion, there is not only an apparent, but a very ſting contraſt, be- 
teen the purity of Gop, and the pollution of man: the purity © 
'the moſt high Gop, which outſhines the moon, and eclipſcs the 
ſtars; the pollution of degenerate man, which, exclufive of a Sa- 
viour, would render him as loathſome to the all- ſceing Eye, as the 
_ vileſt vermin are in ours. Without aſſigning this ſenſe to the 
paſſage, I cannot diſcern the force of the antithe/is, or indeed the 
prepriety of the ſentiment, Worn:s, in the general, give us an id-a 
df meanne/$ and infirmity 5 not of defilement and bepurity; unleſs the 
gare infects of ſuch a particubr.kind, and conlidered in ſome not- 
fome cireymſtances, — The two.-words of the original — 7 U 
- ard = are evidently uſed in this ſigniſication by 
Wofes aud Tjaich; by the one, to denote dhe vermin, that devout- 
end the putreſed manns; by oo other, to expreſs the reptiles, 
* - which ſa arm in the Jody that ſees corruptions Exod. xvi. 20. 1h 
1 1255 | 1 10 1 k | 
> * Jobali.& _ „„ 
; * that d.y there Pall be a fountuin opened, to the houſe of Da 
vid, and 10 the inhatit-nts of jcruiatem, for fin «nd wncleaniics, Zch 
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his GoD ſaw no blemiſb in his dear Son. His all- 
netrating and jealous eye, diſcerned nothing amiſs, 

nothing defective, in our glorious Redeemer, Nothing 
miſs? Lea, he bore this moſt illuſtrious teſtimany, 
concerning. his holy child JesuUs: In him I am 
« pleaſed: I am well pleaſed ; I acquielce, with entire 

« complacency, and the higheſt delight, in his perſon, 

his undertaking, and the whole execution of his 
office.“ How thould this thought, enliven our 
bees while the other, niortiſies our pride? Ought 
dot our hearts, to ſpring within us, and even leap 

br joy; from the repeated aſſurances given us by 
reelation, that ſuch a divinely excellent Being, is our 
Mediator? What apparent reaſon has every believer, 
to adopt the bleſſed virgin's exclamation? * My fd 
« doth magnify the LORD for this tranſcendent 1 
merey; and my ſpirit rejoices, not in wide-extended © © aw 
„ harveſts, waving over my fertile glebe “; not in + ou 
& armies vanquiſhed, and leaving the peculiar trea- 1 
« ſure of nations for my ſpoil “; but in an infinitely 

© richer, nobler bleſſiag, even in GO D my Saviour.” 
—That a perſon ſo ſublime and perfect, has vouchſa- 

led to become my Surety : to give himſelf for my ran- 

m, in the world below; and act as my Aduccate in 
the Royal Preſence above: yea, to make my recovery, 
the reward of his ſufferings; my final felicity, the ho- 

tour of his mediatorial kingdom! 3 


; WHEN an innumerable multitude + of bodies, ma- 

by of them more than a hundred thouſand miles in dia- 

neter J, are all ſet in motion :—when the orbits, in 
F bo which 


** The inſpired penman, from theſe two occaſions of diſtinguiſh- - 
joy, ſets forth the incomparably greater delight which ariſes from 
tte gift of a Saviour, and the bleſſing of redemption. If, iz. verſ. 3. 
tompared with verſ. . e ys 1 OY 

This refers, not only to the planets which paſs and repaſs about 
dur ſun, but alſo to the other planetary worlds, which are luppoſed 
attend the ſeveral fixed ſtars. | 15 | 


4 


A orbit is reckoned to een "of 95,234,000, e, 1 


* 


at The diameter of Jupiter is calculated at 130, 633 miles, while 
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which they perform their periodical revolutions, are 


"8 they d 
extended at the rate of ſeveral hundreds of milligns tc 
hen each has a difin# and ſeparate ſphere, for fi. ( 
= DnNiſhing his vaſt circuits: - when none knows, what i n 
is to be cramped but moſt frecly expatiates, in his ee 
unbounded career: - when every one is placed, at þ: 
. ſuch an immenſe remove from each other; that they e 
appear to'their reſpective inhabitants, only as fo ma. WM B 
ny ſpots of light SO L how aſtoniſhing wuſt be the ot 
_ expanſe, which yields roam for all thoſe mighty globes, ot 
and their widely diffuſed operations! To what pro. Wl b. 
, Cvigiouslengrhs did the Almighty Builder ſtretch his 51 
_ Hoe, when he marked out the ſtupendous platform! lf th 
I wonder at ſuch an immeaſurable extent. My very iff er 
thoughts are loſt, in this 4% of ſpace, . But, be it Wl w! 
known'to mortals; be it never forgot by finners; WM co 
that, in all its moſt Jurprijing amplitude, it is mall, iti BI 
is ſeanty, compared with the bounty and the mercy th 
T a CL m. 
„FF VV; to 
. . Hts bounty is abſolutely without limits *, and with- th 
Out end. The moſt lavith generofity cannot * to! 
or even diminiſh his munificence. O] all ye tribes of pr 
men; or rather, all ye claſſes of intelligent creatures; 80 
© ye are not ſtraitened in the /tberalifty of your cver. 

pleſſed Creator ; be not ſtraitened in your own expec-i . 
tations, © Open your mouth wide, and he jhall 

« fill it“ with copious and continual draughts from of 
the cup of joy. Your Gop, on whom is your whole de 

| tion, according to the maxims of aſtronomy, and the laws of pro- | 
portion, may, as is taken for granted in the Contemplätions, be 0 
applied to other planets revolving round other uns. | . that 
e ** By bounty I mean, not the actual exerciſe, or the efefs, of till uy, 
_  excehHlency in che Deity.  Thele are, and always muſt be, throuD te n 
the immenſe perſe ction of the atttibute, and the neceſſaty ſcant inet wii 
of the recipient, bounded.) Bur H would be underſtous, as fe of 1; 
ing of the divine power, and the divine wil, to'exeri divine hcack tent; 

f cence. Theſe can have no real, n imaginable limits. ue ſe, af 4 

ter a communication of bleihngs, diſtributed to unnumbered worlds folle 
cContinued through unnumbered aces, inuſt ill have more to beſtow Vine 
tset ever have muſe to beſtgwg in/initely more to beſtow, than it ſo, 
1 "polhble lor cation ff 40, feccive·. i | due! 
T ©" gependence i 
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dependence, is more than able; is more than willings' ou 
10 „ ſupply. all your need, according to his riches in 
« glory. When the Log p Juhova is the giver, . 
and his grace * the gift; let your wiſhes be unbound - 
ed, and your cravings inſatiable. A/ that created 
beings gan poſſibly cover, is but a very {mall pittance 
of that unknown happpineſs, which the everlaſting. , 
Benefactor is ready to be/iew. Form not your eſtimate 
of the ſupreme beneficence, from thoſe narrow models 
of mertal kindne/s ; which either your own experience 
has obſer ved, or the hiſtory of ages has recorded. 

. WH Suppoſe every charitable diſpoſition, which warms 

| the hearts of the human race, added to thoſe more 

Wy enlarged affections, which glow in heavenly boſoms; 
what were they all, even in their higheſt exerciſe, 
compared with the benignity of the divine nature . an 
Beis me then, thou eternal Source of love; bleſs all _ aw 
that reverence thy holy name; according to thy.own. | 1 
moſt profuſe goodneſs: whote great prerogative it is, 
to diſdain all meaſure. O] bleis us, in proportion to 


- chat grace; the richneſs of which (unutterable by the 
2. tongues of men, and of angels) was once poke in the 
of 


groans, and written in the wounus, of thy expiring  . | Fl | 
A Ef ont, | GD V 


— 


Axp as for the mercy of Gop, it is © greater than 
10 the heavens;“ uniore extenſive than the dimenſions 
of the ſky. Charming thought | tranſporting reflee- 


m * | | . 
e don b let me indulge thee ond more f. Let me think 
: | 1 over 

r Cor. ix. 8. GOD is able to make all grace abound towards nou, ' 9 _ "I 

that ye, h. ving all ſufficiency in all things, my abound to every good 1 


wk tlow beautiful and emphatical is this deſcription ! inferior 


v, nothing, but that extent of ability, aud thote ziches of liberality, 
ncls vluch it 1o cloquently celebrates. Does it not exb.uſt all the powers 
ak of language; while it attempts to gise us a ſpecimen, ot the muniſi- 
ci fence ot the Lo Kb! . | N 


{ This reters to p. 93. of Kefiefions on a Flower-G rden. — The 
following pages, to the r 36th, exhibit a igen view of the di- 
we mercy I thought it proper to apprite ny reader of this cxeur® 
bon 3 though, 1 hope, it will be ncedlets to offer an apology: for 
Welling ſo leng upon this delightful theme, Who can complain of 
„„ 2 gg „ |  tedinufneſs, - 
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112 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 
Lover the noble diſplays of this lovely attribute; and, 
while 1 admire the trophies of forgiving goodneſt, add / 
one to the number. With what amiable and aff. g- 
ing colours, is this repreſented in the parable of the WM | 

prodigal! What could induce that fooliſh youth, to Wl 

forſake his gracious father ? Had he not been tenderly , 

cheriſhed, bythe good parent; and loaded with benefits, a 
©, from his indulgent hand ? were not the refraints of Wl i 
paternal goverment, an ea yoke ? or rather, a pre- Wi 
-  fervative from ruin? Notwithſtanding every endear. Wi q 

ing obligation, he revolts from his duty: and launches tl 

out into ſuch ſcandalous irregularities, as were a WI th 
diſhonour to his family, and deſtructive to himſelf, WM 
- But, when afflictions brought him to a ſenſe of WM fr 
ais folly, and ſharp necefli:y drove him to a ſubmiſſive Y 
return; did the injured father diſcover the leaſt re/ent- WW th 
ment of mind? Quite the reverſe. He eſpied him, Wi it, 
while he was yet a great way of ; and, the moment Wi to 
he beheld the profligate creature, “ his bowels ſounded 7 

„ like an harp,” touched with notes divinely ſoft. He WW thi 
never once thinks of the riotous living, and infamous By 


* 4 , 
L . 


cC̃ourſe of debaucheries. Pity, parental pity, paſſes an in 
att of oblivion; and, in one inftant, cancels a ſeries WM hei 
ot lony-continued provocations.—— 80 ſtrong are the Will lo 
© yearnings of fatherly affection; that he even runs, to Wing 
receive the naked and deſtitute wretch, to his arms. 
And is there a ſingle frown in his brow, or one up-. 
I braiding word on his tongue ?—Inſtead of reproachin; WMli,,, 
dim for his odious exccttes; he falls on his neck, and in 
E  Afſnatches him to his eager embraces. Inſtead of rejcct- WW! ca 
ing him with indignation, for his undutiful extrava- 10 
gance; he kiſſes him with tears of delight: and b,. 
|  _-Tcjoices, at his return from folly; as he formery be! 
| -  rejoiced, on the day of his nativity.—— When this Þ 
| fediouſneſs, while I ſpeak conſo/aticn to diſtreſſed, and recovery to ruin · Vole 
eee creatures? The divine mercy is the ſole fountain of al: our pre tyen 
en and future bleflings. In proportion to this benign attributed 
” - human hopes ariſe, and human felicity flows. Who, theretore td me 
a can be weary of viewing and 'reviewmg ; when the lergibs auch bery 
”  breadths of torgiving grace, are the raviſhipg proſpect ? * 
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companion of harlots opens his mouth, before he 
ſpeaks, the father hears. He interrupts him, in the 
midſt of his intended ſpeech. The overflowings of 
bis compaſſionate heart can brook no delay, He 
ſeems to be uneaſy him/elf, till he has made the afflicted 

\ penifent glad, with the aſſurance of his acceptance, 
and the chöiceſt of his favours. While the poor 
abaſhed offender ſeeks nothing more, than not to be 
abhorred ; he is thoroughly reconciled. While he re- 
queſts. no other indulgence, than only to be treated as 
the meaneſi ſervant ; he is careſſed, and honoured, as 
the deare/t of children.—Was there ever ſo bright and 
winning a picture, of the tendereſt mercy; moſt 
freely vouchſafed, to the moſt unworihy of creatures? 
Yer thus, my foul; and thus, my fellow-ſinner ; will 
the Lok Dp Goh of everlaſting compaſſions receive us; 

if, with a contrite ſpirit, and lively faith, we turn 

to bim through JESUS Carr. 1 . 
Mere ſin has abounded, ſays the proclamation from 
the court of Heaven, grace doth much mare abound.— 
By this Manaſſeh, a monſter of barbarity, and an adept 

in iniquity, becomes a child of torgiving love, and an 
heir of immortal glory. ——Behold that bitter and 
dloody.perſecutor Saul, when breathing out threaten- 
ings , and bent upon ſlaughter, he worried the lambs, 


8. 125 | and 
0 Acts ix. 1. Lam eg eli epervear x t⁰ẽ in ν, Saulyet breathing eu 
5 WY Prectening and ſlaughter. —— What a repreſentation is here of a mind, 
xd md with rage, and abandoned to the fierceſt extremes of barbarity} - 


| ſcarce know, whether | am more hacked at the perſecutor's /avage 
bſpiſuion, or charmed with the evangeliſt's lively deſcription.——The 
adverb 1]: ——ſeems to refer to chap. viii. verf. 3. and has, in 
his conn ction, a peculiar force. The hsvock he had commited, 
the inoffenſive families he Had wiredy ruincd, were not ſufficient to 
age his vengeful ſpirit. They were only a toffe ; which, inſtead 
of gluting the blood: hound, made him .more cloſely purſue the 
bak, and more e gerly pant for deſttuction.— He is fill athir ſt for 
noulence and muidér. So reſtleſs and inſatiable is his thirſt, that he 
ten breathes out threatening and flaughter. His words are ſpears 
Ind arrows, and his. tongue a ſharp ſword. It is as natural for bim 
WW menace the Chriſtians, as to breathe the air. Nay, they. bleed, - 
Very hour, every moment, in the purpoſes of his rancorovs heart. 
lt is only owing to want of power, that every fyllable be up{ters, e- 
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124  CONTEMPLATIONS ON 
and put to death the diſciples of the bleſſed Ixsvs. 
Who, upon the principles of human judgment, 
would not have pronounced him a veſſel of wrath, 
deſtined to unavoidable damnation? Nay, would not 

have been ready to conclude; that, if there were hea. 
vier chams, and a deeper dungeon, in the world of 
woe; they muſt ſurely be reſerved for ſuch an impla. 
= cable enemy of true godlineſs? Yet (admire and 
_ adore the riches of almighty grace!) this Saul, is 
elected into the goodly fellowſhip of the prophets; is 
numbered with the noble army of martyrs z and makes 
A a diſtinguiſhed figure, among the glorious company | 
of the apoſtles ——The Corinthians were flagitious, 
e xen to a proverb. Some of them wallowed in ſuch 
abominable vices, and habituated themſelves to ſuch 
-, outrageous acts of injuſtice, as were a reproach to hu- 
man nature. Yet even theſe ſons of violence, and 
laves of ſenſuality, were waſhed; were fanctified; fi 
« were juſtified “. Vaſbed, in the precious blood of 
a dying Redeemer ; /anctiſied, by the powerful opera- 
Y tions of the bleſſed Spirit; zuſtified, through the in. 
E - finitely tender mercies of a gracious God. And thoſe 
= who were once the burden of the earth, are now the 

| Joy of heaven, and the delight of angels. 

 » _ There is another inſtance in ſcripture, which moſt 
loudly publiſhes that ſweeteſt of the divine names, 
% The Loud, the Lokp Gop, merciful and gracious, 
$5 long-ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs and truth 
„keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, 
_& tranſgreſſion, and fin.” An inſtance this, which 
exceeds all the former; which exceeds whatever can 
be imagined 3 which if 1 was to forget, the very ſtones 
might cry out, and found it in my ears, I mean the 
caſe of thoſe finners, who murdered the Prince of 

| Ws and\Logp of glory. Theſe men could ſcarce 
base the ſhadow of an excuſe for their crime; hardly 
a2 a circumſtance to extenuate their guilt, They were 


N N 7 —_ * ; . 8 
=. e he draws, does not deal about deatbs, and cauſe ſome 
3 of t „„ 


& innocent diſciples to fall. 
5 1 Cor. vi. 9. 10. Ils ; | k 
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well acquainted with his exemplary converſation; they 
bad often heard his heavenly doctrines; they were 
\almoſt daily ſpectators of his unequalled miracles; 
They therefore had all poſſible reaſon to honour him, 
is the moſt iiluſtricus of beings; and to receive him 
into their houſes—their -arms—their very hearts—as, 
the moſt ineſtimable of bleſſings, Yet, notwithſtand- 
ing all theſe engaging motives to love him, even above 
their own lives; they ſeize his perſon; aſperſe his 
character; drag him before a Heathen tribunal; and 
extort a ſentence of death, againſt innocence and ho- 
lneſs itſelfk. Never was the vileſt flave, ſo contume- 
louſly abuſed; nor the moſt execrable malefaFor, ſa 
barbaroufly executed. The ſun was confounded at 
the ſhocking ſcene; and one cafinot but wonder, how 
the avenging lightnings could with-hold their flaſhes, 
The earth trembled at the horrid deed; and why, 
why did it not cleave aſunder, and open a paſſage for 
ſuch blood-thirſty miſcreants, into .the nethermoſt 
bell? Shall %% ever hope to obtain forgiveneſs, from 
the righteous Judge? Shall not theſe be conſigned over 
to ine xorable wrath, and the ſevere} torments ? -O the 
miraculous effects of divine grace | O the triumphant 
poodnefs of GoD our Saviour! Many, even of theſe _ 
mpious wretches, at the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, | 
vere convinced of their enormous ſin; were wounds 
td with penitential remorſe; fled to the ſanctuary of 
the crois, and laid hold on the horns of that altar; 
had their pardon ratified by the baptiſmal ſeal ; and, 
Gatinuing in the apoſtle's doctrine, were made par- 


a kers of the kingdom of heaven: where they now - 
es bine, as ſo many everlaſting monuments of moſt diſtin- 
ne | 


es mercy and receive beatitude. paſt utterance, 
tm that very Redeemer, whom once “ with wicked 
hands they crucified and flew,” ——Well might the 
prophet cry out, with a pleaſing amazement, **. Who 

vis a Gop like unto. thee, that pardoneth iniquity, 
and paſſeth by tranſgreſſion v — Let all Heth 

A emember; | 
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5 remember; let all fleſh rejoice; that with the Logs 


there is ſuch mercy, and with his CHRIS T fuch plentiful 
redempt ion. N | 


-. Wear a grand and majeſtic dome is the tky ! And 
where are the pillars that ſupport the ſtately concave? 
What art, moſt exactly true, balanced the preſſure; 
and what props of inſuperable ſtrength ſuſtain the 
weight? How is that immeaſurable arch upheld, un- 
ſhaken, and unimpaired ; while ſo many generations 
_ of buſy mortals, have /unk and diſappeared, as bubbles 

upon the ſtream ?-— ——lIt thoſe ſtars are of ſuch an 
amazing bulk; how are they all Jaftened, in their 
lofty ſnuation ? By what. miracle in mechanics, are 
_ fo many thouſands of ponderous orbs, kept from 
falling upon our heads; kept from daſhing« both the 
world to pieces, and its inhabitants to death? Are 
they hung in golden, or adamantine, chains? Reſt 

they their enormous load on recks of marble, or co- 
lumns of braſs ? No; they are pendulous in fluid æther: 
and yet are more immoveably #xed than if the ever- 
laſting mountains lent their ridges for a baſis. The 
almighty Architect fretches out the north, and its whole 

_ Rarxy train, over the empty place. He hangs the earth, 
and all the ethereal globes, upon nothing“. Yet are 
their foundations laid ſo ſure, that they can “ never 
V=De moved ut any time,” 

No unfit repreſentation, to the ſincere Chriſtian, of 
bis. final perſeverance +; but ſuch, as points out the 
e 3 8 cauſe 
Job xxvi. 3. 5 . | | a 
ich regard to the final perſeverance of the true believer; I am 
fſenſible, that this point is not a little controverted.— The ſenti- 
ments which follow are my ſtedfaſt belief. It is by no means proper, 
in a wok'f this nature, to enter upon a diſcuſhon of the fubjcd, 
neither have I room, ſo much as to bint what might be urged for its 
ſupport — Let my reader obſerve, that 1 am far from delivering 

" 3s, as eſſential to Chriſtianity, or neceſſary to ſalvation. Millions, 
| of the very contrary conviction, are, I doubt nvt, high in the fa- 
vour of GoD; and in a growing meetneſs for his heavenly kingdom. 
As | blame none for rejecting, none, I hope, will be offended with 
me ſor e/poufing, this Atta, doctrine.— To be of diſfcreat opi- 
pions, at leaſi in ſome inferior inſtances, ſcems an . 2 

. | | equenc 
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anſe, which effects it; and conſtitutes the or & 
which aſcertains it.—His nature is all enfeebled, He 
« not able, of himſelf, to think a good thought. He 
his no bible ſafeguard, nor any ſufficiency of his own: 
And yet, whole legions of formidable enemies are 
combined to compaſs his ruin, The world lays un- 
numbered ſnares for his feet: the devil is inceſſantly 
urging the fiege, by a multitude of fiery darts, or 
xily temptations : the eb, like a perfidious inmate, 
under colour of friendſhip, and a ſpecious pretence 
of pleaſure, is always forward to betray his integrity. 


quence of our preſent ſtate : where ighorarce, in part, "cleaves to 
the wiſeft minds: and prejudice eaſily beſets the moſt impartial judg- 
nents. It may alſo tucn to our common advantage; and afford 
mportunity for exercifing'the healing virtues of moderation, meeks 
dels, and for bearance. Let me only be permitted to aſk, Whether 
this tenet does not evidently tend, to eſtabliſh the comfort of the 
Chriſtian 3- to magnify the fidelity of God our Saviout; and whether, 
fu from countenancing fl »th, or encouraging, remiſſneſs, to kuow 
that our labour ſhall not be in vaia, is not the moſt prevailing in- 
lucement to abound in the work of the Lond ? 1 Cor. xv. 88. 
Is any one inclined to examine the reaſons which have made the 
uthor a proſelyte to this perſuaſion ? He may fiad them diſplayed 
In the celebrated paper, delivered by the moſt eminent divines of 
the church of England, at the ever-memorable ſynod of Dordt. ——— 
ee Acta Synod. Dodrac. part 2, page 403- of the Latin edition, pu- 
diſhed in a fingle quarto volume), — Thoſe who have no op- 
portunity of conſulting the mem irs of that venerable aſſembly, 
would refer to the works of the indefatigable and very learned 
lufretin, or to thoſe of the candid and elegant Witſius—— Turret. 
tom II. q. xvi. Witſ. Oeten lib III. cap. iii. F 
The lateſt and fulleſt view of the point, which I ever remember 
b have met with in any of our Eugliſb writers, is in the Lime-ſtreet 


* ” 


lie goſpel, and cont ined in two octavo volumes; the united la- 
bours of nine modern divine; moſt of whom are well knowa to the 
world, by their other evangelical and uſcful writings. In thoſe 


ited, and, to my apprehenſion at lealt, moſt ſatisfactorily proved; 
lie arguments uſually arged againſt it, impartially-couſidered, and 1 
Gnnot but think (with all due deferente to the judgmeat of others) 
Waniwerably con futed. ns: 8 


lat, that the judicious Hoster (an authority, perhaps, as weighty 


N atteſtation to this tenet, in a ſhort diſcourſe on the perpetuity of 
Wh; ſubjoined to bis Egole/rafticnl Polity,” Folio edition. 
Ver l. Ee 


— 
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Kures z which are a defence of ſeveral moſt important doctrines of 


tures, the final perſeverance of the ſaints is very particularly ; 


And here (not to ſwell this note any forther) I ſhill only jut 


ud unexceptionable as any that can well be produced), gives à w- 
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hut amidſt all theſe threatening circumſtances, of, Wl 2 
perſonal weakneſs, and imminent danger, an invi/}/; 
aid is his defence. 1 will uphold thee,” ſays the bled. 4 
ed Gop, © with the right hand of my ri hteouſneſs * Ml © 
O comfortable truth ! The arm which fixes the ſtars 
in their orders, and guides the planets in their courſe, ! 
is. ſtretched out to preſerve the heirs of ſalvation, _.. MW Þ 
FF *© Myſbeep,” adds the great Redeemer, * are mine; Ml © 
and they ſhall never periſh; neither ſhall any pluck 
E & them out of my hand f.“ What words are theſe! f 
And did they come from Hiu, who hath all, power 4 
in heaven and on earth? And were they ſpoke to Ml © 
every unfeigned, though feeble follower of the great 
Shepherd ? Then, Omnipotence itſelf muſt be vanquiſb. Ml * 
ed, before they can be deſtroyed, either by the ſeduc- f 


E - tions of fraud, or the affaults of violence. fi 
Iff you aſk therefore, #hat ſecurity we have of en- be 
during to the end, and continuing faithful unto death? 
— The very ame that eſtabliſhes; the heavens, and to 
ſettles the ordinances of the univerſe. Can theſe be b 
_ thrown into confuſion f ? Then, may the zrue believer ſt 
draw back unto perdition. Can the ſun be diſlodged MW. © 
from its ſphere, and ruſh lawleſsly through the ſł5y5? © 

4 9 in 

Then, and then only, can the faith of God's elect | be p 
finally overthrown. ——Be of good courage then, my 55 
ſoul ; rely on thoſe divine ſuccours, which are ſo = 
folemnly ſtipulated, fo faithfully promiſed. Though thy Ml © 
grace be languid as the glimmering /park; though the on 
 overflowings of corruption threaten it with total extinc- ® 
tion; yet, ſince the great JEHOVAn has undertaken to oY 
 * chefilh the dim principle, © many waters cannot ticn 
| ® quench it, nor all the floods drown. it.” Nay, f ds 
_ though it were fecble as the /mcaking flax 9, almighty dei 
= 1 © If. ali. 10. | ö : + Joho x. N g 7; "ih hk 
1 Ter. xxxi. 35. 3. F 

5 The lenderneſs and faithfulneſs of Go p to his people, are fineũ me 
- pictured by the prophet Jaiah. chap. xlii. vetſ. 3. Which paſſages plim 
| ne of its rich conſolation, and uncommon beauty, is deſerved"? th 

ly. adopted by St Matthew, and ingrafted into the ſyſtem of cvang<* 


Ucal truths, ——He will net himſelf break, nor ſuſfer 10 be broken . 
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goodneſs ſtands engaged, to augment the heat, to raiſe 
the fire, and feed the flame; till it beam forth a lamp 
of immortal glory, in the heavens. = 


* N * 13 8 77 8 >. ; f | | F 
Ap, as to the Zan af, of a cogenanting Gop 
this may be emblemarically ſeen, in the ſtability of the 


heavenly bodies, and the perpetuity of their motions *. 
—Thoſe that are „ed, continue unalterably in their 
ſtations. No injurious ſhocks; no violence of con- 
fitting elements are able to diſplace thoſe everlaſting 
hinges, on which dependent worlds revolve. Through 
the whole flight of time, they recede not, ſo much as 


a hair's-breadth, from the preciſe central point of 


their reſpectwe ſyſtems.—— While the erratic per- 


ſion, or the lealt 
bow eaſily, is the moſt finiſhed piece of human machine- 
7 diſconcerted | But all the celeſtial movements, are 
{o nicely adjuſted z all their operations, fo critically 
proportioned; and their mutual dependencies, fo 
ſtrongly connected; that they prolong their beneficial 


overwhelmed with ruin, and their very names loſt 


foundations, and leave not ſo much as a ſhadow 


uncertainty : %% are permanent in their duration; 


ot nens? Could any mage be more ſignificant, of a very iafirm and 
To | enfeebled faith; than the flexile reed, that bends before every winds _ 
ty wich beſides its natural weakneſs, is made abundantly weaker by 


els 


than the ſtate ot the flax, which is but jull beg'nning to burn; and 


ely \conſequemily, liable to be put out by the leaſt blaſt or rather of 
\ l the whk of the lamp, wham it is not kindled into ſo much as a 
—— umcheting flame, but only breathing /moke, and uncertain whetlier 


tſball take · fire or no. Matth. ii. 20. ge ho 
| 5 Pha). Cxix. 86. BG. 7. — A 
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form their prodigious ſtages, without any intermiſ- 
_embarraffnent. How ſoon, and 


courſes throughout all ages. While mighty cities are 
Ig oblivion : while vaſt empires are ſwept from their 
trace of their ancient magnificence; while all terre/tri> 


al things are ſubject to viciſſitude, and fluctuating in 


any other, the bruiſed reed 5 nor quench the ſmoaking flax. Was it poſe 
ible, to have choſen two more delicate, and expreſſive repreſenta- 


being brzzi/ed s and ſo, ready to fall in pieces of itſelt: Nor 
could any thing with a more path«tical ezactneſs, deſcribe ihe e - 
time imbecilliiy, of that other principle of the divine lite, love; 


: MES invariable 
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invariable in their functions; “ not one faileth. ___ 
Who doubis the conſunt ſucceſſion of day and night; 
or the 4 851 returns of Summer and Winter? And 


why, O ! why ſhall we doubt the veracity of Gob, or ; 
diſtruſt the accompliſhment. of his holy word ? Can the O 
ordinances of heaven depart? Then only can Goy I 
forget to be gracious ; or neglect the performance gf 2 
his promile.—— Nay, our Lord gives us yet firmer I 
ground of affiance. He affords us a ſurer bottom for ed 
our faith, than the /undamental laws of the univerſe, M « 


„ Heaven and earth,“ he lays, “ may pals away; but fu1 
, not one jot or tittle of his word ſhall fall ſhort of 


e its purpole.” His ſacred word, whatever may ob- 4 
ſtruct it, whoever may oppoſe it, ſhall be fulfilled to 40 
the very uttermoſt. . 728 he 
O powerful werd! How aſtoniſhing is its efficacy 40 

When this word was iſſued forth, a thou/and worlds ,,, 

emerged out of nothing. And, ſhould the mighty m 
orders be repeated, a thouſand more would ſpring into f 
exiſtence. By this word the vaſt ſy ftem of created g 
things is upheld in immutable conſtancy but ſhould i v1. 
give command, or ceaſe to exert its energy, the uni- ur 
. verſal frame would be diſſolved, and all nature revert . 

to her original chaos. And this very word is pledged ye 
for the ſafety, the com , the happineſs of the godly din 
This inviolable, this almighty word, /peaks in all the ph 
promiſes of the goſpel.— How ſtrangely infatuateq z u 
are our ſouls, that we ſhould value it ſo little! What 
infidels are we in fact, that we ſhould depend upon ii v 
no more! Did it create whatever has a being; an ter 
mahall it not e faith in our breaſts * Do unnumbereqͥ ; ute 
worlds owe their ſupport to this word; and ſhall 1g, 
not be ſufficient to buoy up our ſouls in troubles, on; 
eſtabliſh them in trials ? Is it the /ze.of the univerſef dra 
and fhall it be a dead letter to mankind ? Nur 
5 If Ewith to be heard, when I implore heaven] | 
bleſſings 3 is not this privilege molt clearly made cui. 
to my enjoyment, in that well koowrn text, AK: 
and it ſhall be given you“? If I long for the cer | 5 


Matth. vii. 7. 
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bal Comforter to dwell in my heart, and ſanctify my 

nature; have I not an apparent title to this high pres» 

rogative, conferred in that ſweet aſſertive interroga- 

tion, „How much more ſhall your heavenly Father 
« give the holy Spirit to thoſe that aſk him“ ?!“ —If 

| earneſtly covet: the ineſtimable treaſures, that are 

compriſed in the great IM MANUEL's mediation; can 

I have a firmer claim to the noble portion, that is grant- 

ed in that moſt precious ſcripture, * Him that cometh 
u to me, I will in no wile caſt out + ?*-—— What afs 

ſurance, of being intereſted in theſe unſpeakable mers» 

cies, would I :defire ! What form of conueyance : 

bat deed of ſettloment; were it left to my own ops 
on, ſhould I chooſe ? Here is the word of a King; 

the King immortal and inviſible; all whoſe declara- 

tions J are truth itſelf. If a monarch be/tow ims. 
nunities on a body of men, and confirm them by an 

wmthentic charter; no one controverts, no one ques». 
ſions, their right to the royal favours. And why 

ſhould we ſuſpect the validity of thole glorious grants, 

which are made by the everlaſting Sovereign of na- 

ture; which he has alſo ratyizd by an oath, and ea. 
with the blood of bis 5on ?——Corporations may 

de disfranchiſed, and charters revoked. Even moun- 

kins may be removed, and . ſtars drop from their 
ſpheres. But a tenure founded on the divine promiſe, 

k unalicnably ſecure, is laſting as eternity itſelf. 


TC 2 F @& £2. 


Vs have endeavoured' to. ſpell out a {p/lable of the 
a ternal Name, in the wonders of the ky. We have 
"I catched a glimp/e of the Almighty's glory, from the 
5 laſtre of innumerable ſtars. But would we behold all 


bis excellencies pourtrayed in full perfection, and 


REDEEMER.——L obſerve, there are ſomes parts of 


n] 35 REN 
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| —————E theſe fail,” ba 
The pillar'd firmament is rottenneſs, 


Aud carth's baſe built on ſtuoble.—— Milt. Cl: 0 
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drawn to the very life, let us attentively confider the 
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132 CONTEMPLATIONS'ON 
the firmament, in which the fars ſeem, as it were, to 


clufler. They are fown thicker, and they lie cloſcy 
than uſual, and ſtrike the eye with redoubled ſplendor, 


Like the jewels on a crown, they mingle their beams, 
and reflect a reciprocal increaſe of brilliancy on each 


other. And is there not ſuch an aſſemblage, ſuch a 
conflellation of the divine Honours, moſt amiably efful- 


gent in the bleſſed Jesvs ? 


Does not infinite wi/d:m * ſhine, with ſurpaſſing 


brightneſs, in ChRIsT F? To the making of a world, 


there was no obſtacle z but to the ſaving of man, 


£ 
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 * See the next note. 
n bes 


there ſeemed to be unſurmountable bars. If the rebel 


is ſuffered to eſcape; where is the inflexible juſtice, 


which denounces © death as the wages of fin?” It 


the offender is thoroughly pardoned; where is the 


#nviolable veracity, which has ſolemnly declared, 


The foul that finneth ſhall die?“ Thele awful at- 


tributes are ſet in terrible array; and, like an impene- 


trable battalion, oppoſe the ſalvation of apoſtate man- 


Eind. Who can ſuggeſt a method, to ab/s/ve the 


traiterous race, and yet vindicate the honours of al- 
mighty ſovercignty ? This is an intricacy, which the 


moſt exalted-of finite intelligences are unable to clear, 


But, behold. the unſearchable ſecret revealcd | re- 


vealed in the wonderful redemption, accomplithed by a 


dying Savicur.! So plainly revealed, that he who! 
% runs, may read 3”. and even babes. underſtand, what 
minds of the deepeſt penetration could not contrive. 


be Son of Gon, raking our nature, obcys the 
law, and undergoes death in our ſtead, By this 
means, the threatened cur/e is executed, in all its ri- 


Judt ; and free grace is exerciſed, in all its riches. 


uſtice maintains its rights, and, with a ſteady hand, 
adminiſters impartial vengeance; while mercy d, 


. Zen/es. her pardens, and welcomes the repentant crimie 
Hal into its tendereſt embraces. Hereby the ſeeming- 
I y thwarting attributes are reconciled ; and the {inner 
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"pLaved, not only in full con ſiſlence, with the honour 
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of the ſupreme perfections; but to the moſt rien 
manifeſtation of them all. 

Where does the divine power ® fo Gonalty exert ĩtſelf 
zsin the croſt of CRI ST gd in the congigſs of grace 4 
Our Loxp, in his loweſt ſtate of humiliation, gained 
z more glorious victory; than when, through the di- 
riding ſea, and the waſte-howling wilderneſs, he“ rode 
upon his chariots and horſes of ſalvation.” When his 
hands were riveted, with irons, to the bloody tree; he 
charmed death of its ſting, and plucked the prey from 
the jaws of hell. Then, even then, while he was cru- 
| ciicd in weakneſs, he vanquiſhed the ſtrong man, and 
| ſubdued our moſt formidable enemies: even then, he 
WH fpoiled principalities; triumphed over the powers of 
darkneſs; and led captivity captive.— And now he is 
meme to his heavenly throne, with what a prevail» 

efficacy does his grace go forth, © conquering, 
« and to conquer !”—By this, the ſlaves of iin are re · 
ſeued from their bondage, and reſtored to the libert 
of righteouſneſs, By this, depraved wretches, whole 
appetites were ſenſual, auctheir diſpoſitions deviliſh ; 
are not only renewed, but renewed after the image of 
Goh, and made partakers of a divine nature. Mil- 
lons, millions of loſt creatures, are ſnatched, by the 
interpoſition of grace, like brands from the burning 7 


er than the fars, ſhine bright as the /un, in the Hinge. 
dom of their Father. 

Would you ſee a more complete diſplay of the divine 
purity, than the unſpotted firmament; the ſpangles 


plate the ſame ſacred Being. He is the brightneſs of 
his Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his per- 


* CyRIST, the wiſdom of GOD, * the 3 of Gb, 1 Cor. 
i 24.— 19 the intent that now, unto the principalities. and powers in 
teavenly- places, might be kuown by the church (by the amazing contri- 
dance, circumſtances, and accompliſhment of its redemption) the 


Us. 10. 
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and tranſlated into everlaſting manſions, ſhine brights - 


% 


of heaven; or the golden fountain of day? Contem- 


fon. - In his Lu maculate nature; in a bis heavenly tem- 


keep, extenſive, aud ne Ns greaty n wi dom of cab. 
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; fuſed" into-'thy breaſt, the other tranſcribed in thy 
le. Fohow him to the Jap ſcene of the moſt inno. 


cent and uſeful courſe, that was ever paſſed on earth, 
Follow him to Calvary's horrid eminence; to Calva. 
- 47's fatal cataſtrophe. Be thy moſt conſtant attention 
-ixed, on that lovely and ſorrowful ſpectacle. Behold 
the ſpotleſs victim, nailed to the tree, and ſtabbed to 
the heart. Hear him pouring out prayert, for his 
murderers ; before he poured out his ſoul, for tranſ. 
grefſors. See the wounds, that ſtream with forgive- 
nels, and bleed balm for a diſtempered world. O 
ſee the juſtice of the Almighty, and his goodneſs; his 
«mercy, and his vengeance; all his tremendous, and 
- +gravious attributes manifeſted : manifeſted with incx- 
-preffible ſplendor, in that moſt ignominious, and yet 
ana ef wanfattions oe nn ne 


- © SINCE Gop is fo inconceivably great, as theſe his 
© _ marvellous works declare, 
- +. Since the great Sov reign ſends ten thouſand worlds, 
To tell us, be reſides above them all, 
'* In glary's unepproachable receſs *5 


What an honourable, as well as advantageous employ, 
is prayer! By prayer we have acceſs to that mol 
mighty Potentate ; whole ſceptre {ways univerſal na- 
ture, and whoſe rich regalia fills the ſkies with luſtre, 
Prayer places us in the preſence-chamber z while © the 
* blood of ſprinkling,” procures us a gracious au- 


For this " quotation, and ſeveral valvable Hints, 1 acknowledze 


myſelf indeb-ed to thoſe beautiful and ſublime poems, intitled 


" Night-Thaughts.—— Of which 1] ſhall only fay, That I receive fie 
"pleaſure, and 'richer ' improvement, from every renewed peruſal 
And, I think, I ſhall have reaſon to ble!s the indulgent Beſtower 0 
all wifdom, for thoſe inſtructive and animating compoſitions, even 


in my laſt moments. Than which nothing can more emphatically 


ſpeak their very ſuperior excellence, nor give a more ſolid fatisfatti'n to 
their worthy author. —— Happy ſhould 1 think myſelf, it the! 


from the' voice of fame; but from the dying lips of ſome cditic 
EV 


4 
- , 


- * Tittle fetches of contemplative devotion, might be honoured with the 
l 0 degree of the ſame ſucceſs; and receive a teſtimony, not 
; 
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MW dience.—— Shall I then 5% to be found proſtrate, 
WU before the throne of grace? Shall I be aſbamed to 

have it known z that I offer up ſocial ſupplications in 
be family, or am conſcientious in obſerving my pri- 
Wh nate retirements? Rather, let me glory in this un- 

ſpeakable privilege. Let me reckon it the nobleft po- 
fare, to fall low on my knees before his footſtool; 
d the higheſt bonour, to enjoy communion wih 
has moſt exalted Majeſty.— Incomparably more noble, 
daa to it, in perſon, on the triumphal chariot; or 
WW and in efigy, amidſt the temple of worthies. a 
Ho ineſtimable, in ſuch a view, is that promiſe ; 
iich ſo often occurs in the prophetic writings, and 
ö che crowning benefit of the new covenant, 7 will be 
h GOD *?2—— Will this ſupremely excellent, and 
almighty Being, vouchſafe to be my portion? To, 
ſ{tcle upon a poor ſinner, not the heritage of a coun- 
ty; not the poſſeſſion of the whole earth; but his 
wn ever-blefled Se? May I then, through his free 
condeſcending grace, and the unknown merits of his 
don, look upon all theſe infinitely noble attributes as 
my treaſure? May I regard the wi/dom, which ſuper= _. 
ntends ſuch a multitude of worlds, as my guide; the 
fewer, which produced, and preſerves them in exiſt» - 
ence, as my guard; the goodneſs, which, by an endleſs 
communication of favours, renders them all ſo many, 
habitations of happineſs, as my exceeding great re- 
ward ?— What a fund of felicity, is included in ſuch 
a blefling ? How often does the Muelitiſb prince 
exult in the aſſurance, that this unutterable and. 
boundleſs good is his own? Intereſted in this, he 
bids defiance to every evil that can be dreaded; and 
ſts. in certain expectation of every bleſſing that can 
te deſired. The LORD ts my light, and my ſalva- 
tim; whom then ſball I fear ; The LO RD, with 
a air of exultation, he repeats both his aftiance, and 
bis challenge, is the ftrength of my life ; of whom then 
all I be afraid + ? Nothing ſo effectual, as this ap- 
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propriating faith,” to inſpire a dignity of mind, fupe. 
rior to tranſitory trifles; or to create a calmneſs of 
tempor, unalarmed by vulgar fears, unappalled by 
death iffelf.——7he LORD i my ſhepherd, ſays the 
1 ſame truly gallant and heroic perſonage : therefore 
tall T lack nothing*. How is it poſſible, he ſhould 
EF ſuffer want, who bas the all ſufficient fulneſs for 
his ſupply? 80 long as unerring wiſdom is capable 
1 of contriving the means, and irreſiſtible power is able 
to execute them, ſuch a one cannot fail, of being ſafe 
1 and happy; whether he continue amidſt the vi- 
ciſfitudes of time, or depart into the unchangeable 


1 Han, let us ſtand a moment, and contemplate 
ſttcßis great Gop, togetber with onvrſelves, in a relative 
view. Ik we reflect on the works of material na. 
ture, their number incomprehenſible, and their ex. 

tent unmeaſurable: each of them apart, fo admirably 

2 framed ; the connections of the whole, ſo exquiſitely 
Af regulated; and all derived, from one and the ſame 
1 glorious Agent. —If we recollect the far more 
noble accompliſhments of elegant taſte, and diſcern -. 
ing judgment; of refined paſſions, and exalted ſenti- ie 
ments; which are to be found, among the ſeveral es 
orders of underflanding beings; and all of them flow- W** 
ing, in rich emanations, from the one ſole Fountain 
of intellectual light. If we farther conſider this reg 
Author of material beauty, and moral excellency, as Wil 
a guardian, a governor, and benefattor'to all his crea- * 
tures: ſupporting their being, and protecting their n 
perſons, by an ever - watchful providence; preſiding Wy 
over their affairs, and cauſing all events to terminate n 
in the moſt extenſive good; heaping, with unremitted wo 
= liberality, his benefits upon every capable object, and 
4 making the whole circle of exiſtence a ſeminary of Whiz 
+ happineſs. -— Is it poſſible for the human heart, un- I 
der ſuch. captivating views, to be indifferent towards ns 
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this ever bleſſed Original of all good? Can any be 
ſo immerſed in ſtupidity, as to {iy unto the Alpigh- 
y—in the language of an religious tempen and li- 
centious life, to ſay, Depart from us, wie implore 
not thy favour; nor defire the knowledge of thy 
u ways?” — Wonder, C heavens ! be amazed, Ocarth! 
zad let all the inhabitants of both join their aſtonilhe 
ment, at this unparallellead complication of difinges 
nuous, uDpgratefal, and deſtructive perverſeneſs! _ 

If we conſider our ows inper/eft ſtate; frail in 1 
cur bodies; enfeebled in our minds; in every part of = | 
our conſtitution, and in all the occurrences of life, | 
{ like a tottering wall, or a broken hedze.”—If we 
ſurvey our indigent ſtate; without holjnefs; without 
happineis; our poſſefiion, of preſent conveniencies, Wi 
entirely dependent on Gop's ſovereign pleaſure; yea, * Wi 
forfeited, juſtly forfeited, and every future hope, by 1 
a thouſand aggravated iniquities.— — If we add the 


WH 'arious ers of our condition; agitated by tumul- 
oous paſſions; oppreſſed with difpiritiag fears; held 

n ſuſpenſe by a variety of perplexing “ cares; liable 

o pains, and expoſed to troubles; troubles, from e- 


very quarter; troubles, of every kind: can we, a- 
midit fo many wants, under ſuch deplorable infirmi- 
es, and ſubject to ſuch diſaſtrous accidents, —can we 


. Je unconcerned, whether Gop's omnipotent hand, 
. * All that are converſant with the original lapguage of the New 


Teſtament, are ſufficiently appriled, that iis i, the 


fignificancy of 
as bat important diſſuaſive, urged by our Lokp, un wiptfavalt, 
1» Wh litth. vi. 25. | beg leave, for the ſake of the unlearncd teader, 
io WI obſerve; That our tranſlation, though for the molt pare faithful 
nd excellent, has here ſlipt into a very great impropricty, and miſ- 
ig preſented our divine Maſter's meaning. Take no thought for your body, 
te 


not only not the true ſenſe, but the very reverſe of the ſeriptural 
ltrine. We are required to take a prudent and moderate thought, 
* for the neceſſaries of lite. The fliggard, who neglect, this decent 
Recaution, is feverely reprimanded; is ſeut to one of the meaneſt 
of limals, to bluſh for his folly, and learn diſeretion from her con- 
vt, Prov, vi. 6. Our Savivur's precept, and the exact ſeuſe gf 
ds us exprefſion, ie, Take no anxious thought; indulge. no _perplexi; 
We: us ſuch care, as may argue an unreaſonable dyirift of provi.  - 
luce; or may rend and fear your minds with diſtreſſing, with per- 
ious Tolicitude, 2 70 e e * oy 


— 
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" and uncontrovlable will, be againſt us; or ſer us! 
Imagination itſelf ſhudders at the thought! Can 
we reſt Yatisfied, without a well grounded perſuaſion, 
that we are reconciled to this e Lok p, and 
the objects of his unchangeable goodneſs lf there 
be an abandoned wretch, whoſe apprehenſions are ſo 
fatally blinded; who is 575 loft to all ſenſe of his 
duty, and of his intereſt : let me bewail his mijery ; 
while I abhor his impiety. Bewail his miſery; thoug} 
Popularity, with her choiceſt laurels, adorn his brow ; 
though affluence, with' her richeſt delicacies, load his 
table; though half a nation, or half a world, conſpire 
0 call him happy. 

May I, by a believing application, ſolace myſelf i 
hls everlaſting ſource of love, perfection, and joy | 
Grant me this requeſt, and I aſk no more, —Only 
that 1 may expect, not with a reluftant anxiety, but 

With a ready chearfulneſs, the arrival of that importan 
hour; when this vail of fleſh ſhall drop, and all the 
2 ſhadows of mortality flee away. When I ſhall nd 
longer complain of 9/crre knowledge: languid affec 
tions; and imperfett fruition—but, ſhail tee the un 
created and immortal Majeſty : /e him, not in this 
diſtant and unaffecting method, of reaſoning from hi 
works; but with the moſt clear and direct intuition ol 
the Diod. When I ſhall be him, not with a col 
and contrected ſpirit ; but with the moſt lively and en 
larged emotions of gratitude.— When I ſhall abun 
dantly enjoy the light of his countenance; and be u 
nited, intimately, inſeparably, united to his all- -glo 
rious GODHEAD. Take, ye ambitious, unenvie 
and unoppoled, take to yourſelves the 10g of ſtate 
May I be enabled to rejoice in this bleſſed hope; and 
to triumph in that amiable, that adorable, that de 
lightful name, the LoRD MY GOD I And 1 fl 
carce beſtow a thought, on the ſplendid pageantry 0 
the world; unleſs it be to deſpiſe its empty pon 
: and to pity its deluded” admirers. - 


r theſe. e though immenſe in mer fizt 
and 
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1nd almoſt infinite in their multitude, are obedient 10 

the divine command. The Gop of wiſdom * telleth 
heir numbers,” and is intimately acquainted with 
heir various properties. The Gop of power . calleth, / 
« them all by their names,” and afligns them whiatſo. . 
mer office be pleaſes.—— He marſballs all the ſtarry 
Egions, with infinitely greater eaſe, and nicer order; N 
an the moſt expert general, den his diſciplined 9 
ae. He appoints their po/2s he marks their rout 3. 
te fixes the time for their return. The poſts, which 
be appoints, they occupy, without fail. In the route, 
wich he ſettles, they perſevere, without the leaſt de- 
nation, Aud are punctual to the inſtant “, which he 
kes for their return.—He has given them a lau, 
vhich, through a long revolution of ages, ſhall not Pray 
e broken: unleſs his ſoverciga will interpoſes, for = 
is repeal. Then indeed, their motions are controuled; 1 
heir action is ſuſpended ; and their influence fe: aled 
,—The un, at his creation, received a command to 
travel through the heavens, Since which, he has 
aoftantly performed the great circuit; and © rejoiced 

" 25a giant, to run his race,” But, when it was re- 
uiſite to ſubſerve the purpoſes of divine love, the or- 
lers are countermanded ; the flaming courier ſtops - 
tis career; fands flill in i 13 and, for the con- 
uniency of the choſen people, holds back the falling : 
iy, —— Tac moon too was diſpatched with a charge, | 
ver to intermit her revolving motion, till day and 

igt come to an end. But, when the children af lt 
providence, were to be favoured with an uncommon- 4 1 
untinuance of light, ſhe halts in her march; makes 1 


- 


arcony * © The planets, and all the innumerable hoſt of heaven! * bo- 2 
and ces, perform their courſes and revolutions, wi h ſo much cer - 
de F linty and exaQuefs, as never once to fall; but, for al.roilt 6909: 


ears, come conſtantly about 40 the ſame pericd, ia the hun - - 
dredth part of a minute“ Stackhauje's Hiſt, Bib. 
This is ſpoken in conformity to the ſcripture- language, and ace - 
og to the common notion, With reſpect to the power which. wl 
Fd the al cration : * It is much the fe ace thing, and alike 01:1,a% 3 
1 

s f Wespen the ſun, or dhe earth, be ſoppoſed to en f 1 
2 
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 * ſolemn pauſe in the valley of 4jalon *; and delays to 
bring on her attendant train of ſhadows.— When the 
-enemies of the Lord are to be diſcomfited, the frars 
| likewiſe are levied into the ſervice; the ſtars are arm. 
ed, and take the field; the ftars, in their courſes, 
engl againſt Siſera f. | ; | 


| 80 dutiful is material nature; ſo obſequious, in all 
x Her forms, to her Creator's pleaſure ! The bellow. 
| ing thunders, liſten to his voice; and the vollied light- 
nings, oblerve the direction of his eye. The flying 

, form, and impetuous whirlwind, wear his yoke. The 
raging waves revere his nod; they ſhake the earth; 
and daſh the ſkies; yet, never offer to paſs the 
bounces, which he has ſet.—Even the planetary 
ſpheres; though vaſtly larger, than this wide-extend- 


ed earth; are, in. his hand, as clay in the hands of 


the potter : thovgh, far ſcuiſter than the northern 
blaſt, they ſweep the long tracks of æther; yet, are 


% A 1 


* 


* Toſh. x. 12, 13.— The prophet Habakkuk, according to his 
1 Tofy manner, celebrates this event; and points out, in very poctical 
7 d:Qion, the defign of ſo ſurpriſing a miracle. Ihe ſun and moon 
4 feed ſtill in their habitation : in the light, the long - continued and mi- 
_ zaculovs light, thy arrows, edged with deſtrudtion, wilked on their 
awful erraud : in the clear fbining of the day, protracted for this very 
-._ _ purpoſe, thy glittering ſpear, lavnched by thy people, hut guided by 
iy hand, ſprung to its prey. Hab. iii. 1 6” 
„lieh e. The ſcripture-phraſe ſought againſt, will, l 
hope, be a proper warrant for every expietlion, 1 have uſed on this 
occaſion. ——— The paſſage is generally ſuppoſed to ſignify, that 


eee); ſuch as fiexce flaſhes of ligitring ; impetuous ſhowers of 
rain; and rapid ſtorms of heil; were employed by the Almighty to 
-tctity, annoy, and overthrow the enemies of Tjroel, If ſo, theie 
- cannot be a more clear and lively paraſ hraſe c the text, than thode 
_ five lines of a Fewiſh writer. His jevere wreth ſvall HE ſparpea 
for a ſword; ond the world, ſpall fight with bim againſt the ungodly, Then 
all the riglit-aiming thunderbolts ge ubroad; and from the clouds, as 


4 5 F -wrath, ſhall be caſt out of a ſtone bu; and the water of the e foal 
trage againſt them ; and the floods (as was the caſe of the river K oon) 


"© them; and, like a ſtorm, Hal blow them gway, Wild, v. 20. 21, 


1 33. ; | h WW. 
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+ ſome very dreadful meteors (which the lars were thought to influ- 


tom @ well-drawn bow, ſhall they fly to the mark. And hail-ftones fall, 


Pall cruelly. drown them. Yea, a mighty wind ſball Hand up agi 
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they guided by his reins, and preciſely execute what- 
ever he enjoins, — All theſe enormous globes of cen- 
tal fire, which beam through the boundleſs azure, 
in compariſon gf which, an army of planets, were 
like a warm of ſummer.inſects; thoſe, even thoſe, . 
zre conformable to his will, as the melting wax to the 
impre ſled ſcal.— And if all, ALL 7s obedient, through-- - 
out the whole aſcent of things, ſhall man be the only. 
rebel? Shall our unruly appetites reject the govern- 
ment of almighty goodneſs? Shall theſe headſtrong 
ballons break loole from divine reſtraint; and run 
wild, in exorbitant ſallies, after their own imaginations. 
O my ſou}, be ſtung. with-remorſe, and overwhelm-- 
ed with confuſion, . at ſuch a thought! Is it not a. 
righteous thing, that the blefled Gop ſhould ſway the 
ſceptre, with the moſt abſolute authority, over all the 
creatures, which his.power has formed? eſpecially o- 
er thoſe creatures; whom his diſtinguiſhing favour, 
nas ſendued with the noble principle of reaſon, and 
ade capable of a bliſsful immortality ? Sure, if all“ 
the ranks of inanimate exiſtence, ſubmit to their Ma- 
ker's decree, by the neceſſity of their nature; this 
more excellent race of beings, ſhould pay their equal 
homage, by the willing compliance. of their affections . 


This argument, T'acknowledge, is not abſolutely concluſive ; but: 
it is popular and ſtriking. Nor can | thick. myſelf obliged, in fuck. 
a work; where fancy bears a conſiderable ſway.z to proceed always 
| with the caution: and exaCtaeſs, of a di/puter in the ſchools. If there. 
be ſome, appearance of analogy, between the fact and the inference, 
it ſeems ſuſficient for my purpoſe ; thougli the deduction ſhould not 
be neceſſary, or ſtriftly ſyllogillical. One of the apoſtolic fa- 
hers, has an affe ctiug and truly ſublime paragraph, which runs en- 
trely in this form: Hg me zat oramn Ne Kare Tyy 
(arty nv auls ty owaroit, dixa Tarn vagen fachacy eg HMM αν oye: 
fTitrayjatrsc auToie ogiTwmas' The ſun, the moon, and the ſtarry choir ;- 
vithout the len ſt deviation, and with the utmoſt harmony, perform the reo 
lations appointed them by the ſupreme decree. From which remark, andi _ 
bbondance of other ſimilar inſtances, obſervable in the economy of © - 
f dature ; he exhorts Chriſtians, to a cordial unauimiiy among themlelves, . 
) and a daliſul obedience to Gop. Vid. Clem. Roman: 1. Ep. ad Corinth, 
ſell. 20,— -Sce alſo a beautiful ode in Dr Watts*-Lyric poems, , 
zinled,- The Compariſeu and Complaint, which turns entirely vpaa . 


Ws very thought. | | | | 
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— Come then, all ye faculties of my mind; come, thi 
all ye Powers Uk my body ; give up yourſelves, without thi 
a moment's delay, without the leaſt reſerve, to his po. MW mc 
vernance. Stand, like dutiful ſervants, at his foot- as 
. fool; in an everlaſting readinefs, to de whatſoever he pet 
requires; to be whatſoever he appoints :- to further, rot 
with united efforts, the purpoſes of his glory in this fea 
,earthly ſcene: or elſe to feparaze, without relutance, Wl is 
at his ſummons ; the one, to fleep in the ſilent duſt; ¶ pre 
the other, to advance his honour, in ſome remoter Wl fr: 
colony of bis kingdom. —-'Thus, may I join with ail WF its 
the works of the Logo, in all places of his dominion, W by 
to recognize his univerſal ſupremacy; and proclaim-W ne: 
him Sovereign of /ouls, as well as Ruler of worlds, ſce 
Ar my firſt coming abroad, all theſe luminarie, WM fre 
were totally eclipſed, by the overpowering luſtre of the ne. 
ſun. They were all placed in the very ſame ſtations; ¶ bit 
and played the ſame ſprighily beams; yet not one was. are 
feen. As the day-light wore away, and the ſober .“ 
ore? advanced; Heſbertis, that leads the ſtarry train, “ 
_ diſcloſed bis radiant forchead, and catched my eye. : 
While L ſtood gazing, on his bright and beautiful a- the 
ho ſpect, others peeped through the blue curtains. - Scarce Wl dar 
Had T turned to.. obſerve theſe freſh emanations of per 
' {ſplendor 3 but others dropt the veil; others ſtole into WM ſpe 
view. When lol vaſter and more numerous multi. the 
tudes ſprung from obſcurity; they poured, in ſhining WM ky 
troops, and in ſweet confuſion, over all the empyrean WM fea 
- plain: tilLthe firmament ſcemed, like one vaſt con-ff the 
>. ftcllation; and © a flood of glory burſt: from all the on 
h y «© fies.“ ö 7% od BINOF - fuſ 
Is not ſuch the 15%, and ſuch the pragreſs, of a true ma 
ten berſion; in the prejudiced. infidely or inattentiveſ tha 
ſinner ?- In the period of his vainer years, a thouſandf neu 
interefing truths, lay utterly undiſcovered; a thouſandi ed 
momentous concerns, were entirely diſregarded. But the; 
when divine grace diſſipates the deluſive glitter, which 1 it 
dazzled his underſtanding, or beguiled 9 tha 

Bn. LOS 9 5 5 „„ „ oe_- 
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hen, he begins to diſcern, dimly to diſcern, th® 
things that belong to his peace, Some powerful ad“ 
monition of ſcripture, darts conviction into his mind 5 
as the rays of a ſtar, pierce the gloom of night. Then» 
perhaps, another awful, or chearing text, flings ter- 
ror, or diffuſes comfort; a threatening alarms his 
fears, or a promi/e awakens his hopes. This, poſlibly,' v4 
i ſucceeded by ſome very impreſſive diſpentation of' '. Jl 
providence; or improved by ſome edifying, and i- 
frufive converſation. All which is faſtened, as to 
its continuance ; and enlarged, as to its influence; 
by a diligent ſtudy of the facred word. By this means, 
new truths continually pour their evidence; new. 
ſcenes of refined and exalted, but hitherto, unknown 
delight, addrefs him with their attractives. New de- 
fires take wing; new purſuits are ſet. on foot. A 
new ſet of tempers actuate his heart; a new ha- 
bit of converſation regulates his life. Old things 
are paſſed away; and * he, that. was ſometime 
„ darkneſs, is now light, and life, and joy, in the. 

2 „ an e 


| The more attentively I view the cryſtal concave, - Wa 
WH the greater number of luminaries I diſcern. Abun- "wi 
dance of minuter lights, that lay concealed from a -e. nn 


e 
A 2erficial notice, are viſible on aclofer examination. "'Þ. 
Wl fpccially in thoſe tracks of the ſky, which are called: _ 
„che galaxy; and are diſtinguifhable, by a fort of mil 
g path. There, they are crouded, rather than dif. - 
a ſeminated. The region ſeems to be all on a blaze, wich 
IF their blended rays. They ſhine thick as deu. drops, 
e on the face of the morning, — Beſides this vaſt pro- 
fuſion, which the prying eye diſcovers; were Ito: i 
je make my ſurvey, from any other part of the globe, 
„e that lies nearer the Southern Pole; 1 ſhould behold 4 „ 
deu choir of ſtarry. bodies, which have never appear- 
ed in our hemi/phere.—— And were I, either here or 
there, to view ine firmament with the virtuo/e's glas; 
Lihould find a prodigious multitude of flaming orbs, 
that, immerſed. in depths of æcher, Ts = 


one * 
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g eſt unaſiſted fight “. And yet, in theſe various ſi- er 
tuations; even with the aid of the teleſcopic tube; 1 en 
ſhould not be able to deſcry the half, perhaps not a mi 
_ thouſandth part of thoſe illuſtrious bodies, which the gh 
vaſt expanſive heavens contain F.——5So, the more bis 
_ diligently I purſue my ſearch, into thoſe oracles of an 
eternal truth, the ſcriptures; I perceive a wider, a 
deeper, an ever-increaſing fund of ſpiritual treaſures, 
I perceive the diviner ſtrokes of wiſdom, and the richer 
diſplays of goodneſs; the more tranſcendent excellency 
of the Meſſiah, and a more deplorable vileneſs in fall- 
en man; a more immaculate purity in Gop's lau, 


and more precious privileges in his goſpel. And yet, 28 
after a courſe of ſtudy, ever ſo aſſiduous; ever ſo pro. tra 
longed; I ſhould have reaſon, to own. myſelf, a WM va 

mere babe in heavenly knowledge ;. or, at moſt, but. ant 
E- a puerile proficient, in the /chol of CHRIS rr. fit 
= "8 | „ | tha 


Arz all my moſt. accurate inſpection, thoſe 0 
Farry orbs appear but as glittering points ; and even the 
the planets, though ſo much nearer our earthly man- yo! 
ion, ſeem not to exceed the ſize of flaming bullets, ſri 
I If then, we. have ſuch imperfect apprehenſions, of vi- tha 
fable and material things; how much more ſcanty and cor 
inadequate, muſt be our notions of inviſible and im- ger 
mortal objects. We behold the ſtars; and though rel 


=. 
5 


„Come forth, © man, yon azure round ſurvey; ror 
And view thoſe lamps, which yield eternal day» { 

Bring forth thy glaſſes: clear thy wond'ring eyes: 5 nel 
Milſions beyond the former millions riſe: | tha 
Lock farther:— millions more blaze from remoter ſkies. 4 7 

| ; See an ingenicus poem, intitled, The Univerſe, „ the 
+ How. noble, conſidered in this view, are the celebrations of Ty 


the divine Majeſty, which frequently occur in the ſacred writings! 
4 „I is the LORD that made the heavens, Plal. xcvi. 3. V hat 2 7% 
=  *prodigious-dignity, does ſuch a ſenſe of things give, to that de- real) 
Wout aſcription ot praiſe! Thau, even thou, art LORD alone: thou of 
haſt made heaven, ibe heaven of heavens, with all their heft, Nch. 
ix. 6.— And how inimitably ſublime is that beautiful climax, 
in the inſpired- hyma! Praiſe HIM, ſun and moon: praiſe hin, 

all ye ſtars of light: praiſe bim, ye heavens of beavers, Pal. cxlville 
e h 155 | ey | every 
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every one is incomparably bigger than this whole 
earth ;. yet they dwindle, upon our ſurvey, into the 
moſt diminutive forms. "Thus we fee, by faith, the 
glories of the bleſſed Jesus; the atoning efficacy of 
bis death; the juſtifying merit of his righteouſneſs. 
and the joys which are reſerved for the godly. But, 
alas ! even our moſt exalted ideas, are vaſtly below. 
the truth: as much below the truth, as the report 
which our eyes make of thoſe celeſtial edifices, is infe- 
rior to their real grandeur. — Should we take in all 
the magniſying aſſiſtances which art has contrived, 
thoſe luminous bodies would clude our {kill, and ſeem 
as ſmall as ever. Should an inhabitant of earth. 
travel towards the cop? of heaven, and be carried for- 
wards, in. his aerial journey, more than a hundred 
and ſixty mips of miles *; even in that advanced 
ſituation, thoſe oceans df fame would lock no larger 
than radiant ſpecks, ——In like manner, conceive ever 
ſo magnificently of the Redeemer's honours, and of 
the %% which he has purchaſed for his people; yet 
you will fall ſhort. Raiſe your imagination higher ; 
ſtretch your invention wider ; give them all the ſcope, 
that a ſoaring and excurſive fancy can take; ſtill your 
conceptions will be extremely diſproportionate to their 
genuine periettions, — Vaſt are the bodies- which 


roll in the expanſe of heaven; vaſter far are thoſe 


fields of æther, through which they run their eadleſs 
round: but the excellency of Jssvs, and the happi- 
neſs laid up for his ſervants, are greater than either; 
than both; than all. An inſpiren writer calls one, 
* The unſearchable riches of CHRIS T;“ and ſtiles 
the other, “ An exceeding great and eternal weight 
* of glory“ | „„ ! 
This, incredible 2s it may ſeem, is not a mere ſuppoſition, but a 
real fat. For, about the tenth of December, we are above 160,000,000 
of miles nearer the Northern parts c the ſky, than we were at 
the tenth of June. And yet, with regard to the {lars ſituate in that. 
qua:ter, we perceive no bange in their aſpect}, nor any a»gmentation, 
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> - Is thoſe ſtars, are ſo many inexhauſtible magaziner 
of fire, and immenſe reſervoirs of light; there is no 
reaſon to doubt, but they have ſome very grand uſes, 
fſujitable to the magnificence of their nature. To ſpe- 
- cify, or explain, the particular purpoſes they anſwer ; 
is altogether impoſſible, in our preſent ſtate of diſtance 
and ignorance. This, however, we may clearly diſcern; 
that they are diſpoſed in ſuch a. manner, as is moſt. 
© pleaſing and ſerviceable to mankind, —— They are not 
placed at ſuch an infinite remave, as to lie beyond our 
ſight 3 neither are they brought / near our abode, as 
to annoy us with their beams. We lee them ſhine on 
every ſide; and the deep azure, that ſerves them as 
2 ground, heightens their ſplendor. But their in- 
fluence is gentle, and their rays are deſtitute of heat. 
90 that we are favoured with the view of a multitude 
pot fiery globes; without any riſque,, either to the 
1 coolneſs of our night, or the quiet ot our repeſe. Who 
can ſufficiently admire that immenſe benignity; which, 
vn our account, frews the earth with bleſſings of 
every kind; and vouchſafes to make the very heavens 

ſubſervient to our delight. 5 
hut it is not ſolely to adorn the roof of our palace, 
with coſtly gildings, that Gop commands the celeſtial 
luminaries to glitter through the gloom. We alſo. 
reap confiderable benefits from their miniſtry, — 
Tbey divide our time, and fix its ſolemn periods, 
E - hey ſettle the order of our works ; and are, accord-. 
E ing to the deſtination mentioned in ſacred writ, ** for 
gos, and for ſeaſons; for days, and for years.“ 
I be returns of heat and cold alone, would have been 
too precarious a rule. But theſe radiant bodies, by 


tie variation, and alſo by the regularity of their mo- is 
tions, afford a method of calculating, abſolutely cer- W 
= tain, and ſufficiently obvious, By this the-farmer is U 
ipſtructed, when to commit his grain to the furrows, ſo 
= and how to conduct the operations of huſb.ndry. ul 
= By this, the air knows when to proceed on his 80 
voyage with leaſt peri}, and how to carry on the buſi- £ 


— 
f 


I Hels of navigation with moſt ſucceſs. 


g 
4 
r i * 4 
; z 
*3 . 
BY N 
2 « 
1 a 8 
_ e 
. — 
bs 4 
. SO 
wi 
* * 
4 i . 
15 4 
Fi our * \ * 
fr 8 * 
7 * 


Why 


"THE STARRY HEAVENS. 149 
Wb ſhould not the Chriitian, the probationer for 
#ternity, learn, from the ſame monitors, to number, 
for nobler purpoſes, his days; and duly to tranſact 
the grand, grand affairs of his final ſalvation } Since 
God has appointed ſo many bright meaſurers of our 
time, to determine its larger periods, and to minute 
down its ordinary ſtages: ſure this moſt ſtrongly in- 
| culcates its value, and ſhould 3 prompt us 
to improve it, —Behold |- the ſupreme Logp marks 
the progreſs of our life, in that moſt conſpicuous kalen- - 
dar above. And does not ſuch an ordination tell us, 
in the moſt emphatical language, that it is given fog 
uſe, not for wajte.? That no portion of it is delivered, 
but under a ſtrict account; that all of it is entered, 
as it paſſes in the divine regiſter; and therefore, that | 
the ſtewards of ſuch a talent, are to expect a future 
reckoning ?-—B:hold !- the very heavens are bidden 
to.be the accomptants, of our years, and months, and 
days. O! may this induce us to manage them, with 
a vigilant frugality ; to part with them, as miſers with 
their hoarded treaſure, warily and circumſpectly; and 
if poſſible, as merchants withstheir rich commodities, - 
not without their equivalent, either in perſonal im- 
provement, or ſocial uictulneſs! _ 
How bright the ſtarry diamonds ſhine ! ! The ambi- 
tian of eaſtern monarchs could imagine no diſtinction, 
more noble and ſublime, than that of being likened to 
thoſe beaming orbs . They form night's richeſt 
dre; and ſparkle upon her fable robe, like jewels of 
the fineſt luſtre. Like j:wels! I wrong their cha- 
racter. The lucid tone has no brillianey; quenched 
is the flame even of the golden topzz; compared 
vith thoſe glowing decorations of heaven How 


ſo remote, bur ſees their beauty, and rejoices in their 
uſefulneſs. They have been admired by all preceding 
generations; and every rifing age will gaze on their 
ee with renewed. delight. How , 8 
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widely are their radiant honours d. ifuſed No nation 
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then, is that promiſe, made to the faithſul miniſters 
of the goſpel ! “ They that turn many to righteouſ. 
© © neſs, ſhall ſhine as the ſtars for ever and ever *. 
1s 8not this a moſt winning encouragement, * to ſpend 
t and be ſpent,” in the ſervice of ſouls? Mcthinke, 
= the ſtars beckon as they Zwinke. Methinks they thew 
me their ſplendors, on purpole to awaken my alacrity 
in the race ſet before me; on purpoſ: to enliven my 
activity in the work that is given me to do. — If ho- 
b nour has any charms; if true glory, the glory which 
& cometh from Gop, is any attractive; there cannot be 
4 a more powerful incitement to exerciſe all aſſiduity in 
my holy vocation, Therefore, when Zea becomes 
languid, let me have recourſe to thote lamps of hea- 
ven; and rekindle its ardour at their inextinguiſhable 


> 
. — 3 


Ox the polar far, it is obſervable ; that, while other 
luminaries alter their ſituation, this ſeems invariably 
fed f. While other luminaries, now, mount the 

_ battlements of heaven, and appear upon duty; now, 
retire beneath the horizon, and refign, to a Freſh ſet, 

the watches of the night; this never departs from its 

- Ration. Ibis, in every feafon, maintains an 21h rm 
= -. po/ition ;. and is always to be found, inthe lame track 
bot the northern {ky,— How often has %ig beamed 
bright intelligence, on the /a:/or ; and conducted the 
EF. Keel to its defired haven | In early ages, thoſe that 
went down to the fea in ſhips, and occupied their 
buſineſs in great waters, had ſcarce any other ſure 

© "guide for their wandering veſltl. This therefore they 
5 viewed with the moſt ſolicitous attention. By this 
= they formed their obſervations, and regulated their 
voyage. When this was oblcured by clouds, or in- 
"veloped in miſts; the trembling mariner was bewilucr- 
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II peak in conformity to the appearance of the ol ject. For, 

though this remarkable ſtar revolves round the pole, its mstion is bo 
ſow, and the circle it deſeribes fo mall; as render both the revolu- 


ed, 


© tion, and change of ſituation, hardly perceivable. 
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a, on the watery waſte, His thoughts fluctuated, 


zs much as the floating ſurge ; and he knew not where 
he was advanced, or whither he thould ſteer, But 


t difipated the anxiety of his mind, and cleared up 
his dubious paſſage; He reaſſumed, with, alacrity, the 


management of the helm; and was able to ſh+pe 11 f 


courſe with ſome tolerable degree of ſatis faction 
certainty. | | 


Such, only much clearer in its-light, and much ſurer | 
in its direction, is the holy word ot God, to thoſe my- 


riads of intellectual beings, who are bound for the 
eternal ſhores; and, embarked in a veſſel of frail 
fleſn, are ro paſs the waves of this perilous world. In 


all difficulties, thoſe ſacred pages ſhed an encouraging 


ray; in all-uncertainties, they ſuggeſt the right deter- 


mination, and point out a proper procedure. Andy 


what is ſtill a more ineſtimable advantage; they, like 
the ſtar which conducted the eaſtern ſages, make plain 
our way to the Redeemer. They diſplay his unſpeaks 


able merits ; diſcover the method of being intereſted -, 
in his atonement, and lead the weary ſoul, -tof/ed by 


troubles, and ſhattered by temptations, to that only 
harbour of peaceful repoſe, —Let us therefore attend 


to this unerring directory, with the ſame conſtancy of 


| WH regard, as the ſea- faring man obſerves his compals. 
Let us become as thoroughly acquainted with this /a- 


Wh cred chart, as the pilot is with every truſty mark, that 


gives notice of a lurking rock; and with every open 


' WH 70ad, that yields a ſafe paſſage into the port. Above 
au, let us commit ourſelves to this infallible guidance, 
5 WI vith.che ſame implicit reſignation; let us conform to 
is divine precepts, with the ſame ſedulous care; as 


the children of /rael, when ſojourning in the track- 
lels deſart, followed the pillar of fire, and the mo- 
tions of the miraculous cloud. —So will it introduce 


honey; but into an immortal paradi/e, where is the 
Liulneſs of joy, and where are pleaſures for evermore. 


OY 


when this auſpicious ftar broke through the gloom, ; 


us, not into an earthly Canaan, flowing with milk and 


I will introduce us into thoſe happy, happy regions, 
oy” bd Where 


: 1 
bf R134 


uad babes, Avgoſtice, 


#52 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 
where cur fun ſhall no more go down, nor our moon with. 
dau itfef'; for the LORD ſball be our everlaſting 
Hat and the days of our mourning, together with the 
fatigues of our pilgrimage, ball be ended*, 


I yBRCEIVE a great variety in the ſize and ſplen- 
Hor of thoſe gems of heaven. Some are of the firſt 
magnitude; others, of an inferior order. Some g 
with intenſe flames; others glimmer with fainter 
beams. Yet, all are beautiful ; all have their peculiar fill 
luſtre, and diſtinct uſe ; all tend in their different de- bo 
grees, to enamel the cope of heaven, and embroider bol 
the robe of night.— This circumſtance is remarked dci 

by an author, whoſe ſentiments are a ſource of vi. mai 
dom, and the very ſtandard of truth. One ſtar, Wt 
_ Tays the apoſtle of the Gentzles, © differeth from an- bon 

„other ſtar in glory: % allo is the rcfurreion of be c 
&' the dead. 33 27 55 | 5 ME 
la the world above, are various degrees of happi- | 
neſs, various ſeats of honour. Some will riſe to more \ 
Muſtricus diſtinctions, and richer joys T. Some, like mu! 
| veſfitls of ample capacity, will admit more copious ac- WW ur 
\ _ rcffions of light and excellence. And yet, there vil One 
be no want, no deficiency, in any; but à julne/s, both Ml 5 il 
of divine ſatisfactions, and perſonal perfections. Each the 
will enjoy al the good; and be adorned with 4% the per 
glory; that his heart can wiſh, or his condition re- Wh 
cc ive.—— None will know what it is to envy. Not en, 
the leaſt malevolence; nor the leaſt ſelfiſhneſs ; but el 
everlaſting friendſhip Prevails, and a mutual compla-W Pro 
cency in each other's delight. Love, cordial love wil led 
give every particular ſaint a particijatien of all the 


8 | | P 0 

truitions 4; that are diffuſed through the whole at- 4 
ſembly of the bleſſed.— None will ecclipfe, but rather whe 
„„ 3 me 5 "mg 
+1, Cor. xv. 41. 42+ The great Mr Vee preſers the ſenſe here 3 
given, and the learned H Han mond namits it into his paraphraſe, intel! 
Sa joint authority, though far from cxcluding any «her, yet is a ind 
ſufficicat warrent for this application of the words. | emi 
+ Tolle in vidiam, & tum eft guod babes: Tolle invidiam, et meum «ff tion, 


IR | | reflec * 


* 


1 
+ - 


THE STARRY HEAVENS, 153 


act light upon another. A ſweet interchange 
of rays ſubſiſts; all enlightened by the great Fountain, 
and all enlightening one another. By which recipro- 
tal communication of pleaſure and amity, each will 
de continually receiving from; each inceflantly adding 
jo; the general felicity. - | LATER | 9 
Happy, ſupremely happy they, who obtain the moſt 
bumble portion in the celeſtial manſions. Better to 
de a dor keeper in thoſe “ ivory palaces , than to 
fill the moſt gorgeous throne on the earth. The very 
loweſt place at Gop's right hand, is diſtinguiſhed ho- 
pour, and conſummate delight, —O |} that we may an- 
ücipate fomething of that bliſsful ſtate, while we re» 
WHT main in our bafſiſhment below! May we, by rejoicing 
n che ſuperior proſperity of another, make it our 
Won! And, provided the general reſult is harmony, 
be content, be pleaſed, with whatſoever part is aligned 
to our ſhare, in the univerſal choir of affairs. 


4 . 


5 WailE I am conſidering the heavenly bodies, 1 
nuſt not entirely forget thoſe fundamental laws of 
eur modern aſtronomy, projection and attradtion. 
One of which is the all- combining cement, the other 
s the ever - operative ſpring of the mighty frame. In 
he beginning, the all- creating FIA r impreſſed a pro- 
e per degree of motion, on each of thoſe whirling orbs. 
Wich, if not controuled, would have carried them 
ton, in ſtrait lines, and to endleſs lengths; till they were 
oil even loſt in the abyſs of ſpace. But, the gravitating 
. property being added to the prejectile force, determi 
Led their courſes to a circular form; and obliged 


(. ® P al. lv. 8, | | 1 WE N £3 £7 
f 1 am aware, the planetary orbits are not ſtrietly circular, but 
I I rather elliptical. However, as they are but a ſmall remove from the 


peife ckly rotund figure ; and. partake of it incomparably more than 
the traje ctot ies of the comets; 1 chooſe to repreſent the thing in _ 
this view. Eſpecially, becauſe the notion of a circle is ſo much mure 
i gible, to the generality of readers, than that, of an elliplis 7 
| 2nd becauſe 1 laid it down tor a rule, not to admit auy ſuch ab/lru/e 
1 ſenüment, or barburcus ex pteſſion, as ſhoul demand a painful atten-. 

kong inſtead of raiſing an agreroble idea, For which reaſon, I have 

4 | ; f | G 8. 4 ee pa  avoded 
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the reluctant rovers, to perform their deſtined rounds. th 
Mere either of thoſe cauſes to ſuſpend their action, lat 


à comprehenſive ſummary of the goſpel *. Theſe in- 


bol che faithful to Gop, and one another: to Go, 15 
the great centre, in the bonds of gratitude and duty; 1“ 
to one another, by a reciprocal intercourſe of brother» mer 


= dulge the extravagant excurſions of lawlels inclina- 
tions lt is owing. to“ his faith, working by 


ed the infawy, and endurcd the torment; due to his 


; - Taddles, rather than diſplay entertaining and edifying tiuths. 
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all the harmoniouſly moving ſpheres would degenerate 


into forpid maſſes.: and, falling into the central fire, n 
be burnt to afbes': or elſe would exorbitate into uiid Al 
" confſu/ien ; and each, by the rapidity of its whirl, be WM © 
_ «diſſipated into atoms. But the impuliive and attractive Iik 
energy, being moſt nicely attempered to each other; 0 


and, under the immediate operation of the Almighty 
exerting themſelves in perpetual concert; the various N 
globes run their radiant races, without the leaſt inter- 
vuption or deviation. So as to create the alternate 
changes of day and night; and diſtribute. the uſeful the 


viciſſiuudes of ſutceeding ſeaſons. 80 as to anſwer all a 
the great ends of a gracious providence.z. and procure WM © 
every comfortable convenience, for: univerſal nature, tho 
Does not this conftitution of the material, very na- ble 
turally lead the thoughts to thoſe grand principles Ml 9! 


of the meral and devotional world, faith and love? 
Theſe are often celebrated by the infpired apoſtle, as 4 


ſpirit che breaſt, and regulate the progreſs, of each Thi 
Private Chriſtian, . Theſe unite the whole congregation * 


ly affeCtions, and friendly offices. It you aſk, Why Ne. 


zs it impoſſible for the true believer to live at all ad. N 


ventures? to fagnate in a liſtleſs inactivity; or to in- 


«love .“ He verily truſts, that CHRIS has ſuſtain- 


Ins. He firmly relies on that divine propitiation, for rnd 
Aided tet hnira terms; have taken no notice of FJupiter"s ſatellilen, Wl tug, 
of Satin ring; have not fo much as mentioned the names of the alon 
Planets, nor attempted to wade into any depths of the ſcience; leſt, 10 | 
do thoſe that have had no opportonity of uſing the teleſcope, or of pi 
acqua nting themſelves with a./3/tem of aſtronom, I ſhould propound T6 
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| the pardon of all his guilt z and humbly expects ever- g 


laſting ſalvation, as the purchafe of his Saviour's me- 


rits. This produces ſuch a ſet of grateful ſentiments, 


and ſuch a ſpirit of unfeigned thankfulneſs, as animate 
his whole behaviour. He cannot, he cannot run to 
exceſs of riot ; becauſe love to his adorable Redeemer, . 
like a ſtrong, but filken curb, ſweetly reſtrains him. 
He cannot, he cannot lie lullæd in a /ethargic indolence 
becauſe love to the fame infinite Benefattor, like a. 
pungent, but endearing pur, pleaſingly excites him. 
In a word; faith ſupplies. the powerful impulſe, 
while love gives the determining bias; and leads 
the willing feet, through: the whole circle of Gop's 
commandments: By the united efficacy of theſe bea - 
venly. graces, the Chriſtian conduct is preſerved, in 
the uniformity. and beauty of holineſs; as by the 
blended power of thoſe Newtonian principles, the ſolar. 
ſyſtem revolves in a ſteady and magnificent regularity, . 


How: admirable, how extenſive, how diverſified, . 
; the force of this ſiagle principle of atiraction“ l— - 
This penetrates the very eſſence of all bodies, and dif- 
fuſes itſelf to the remoteſt limits of. the mundane ſy- 
ſtem. By this, the vaſt worlds of matter hang e 
balanced on their centres; and, though orbs of im- 
menſe magnitude, require nothing, but this amazing 
property, for their ſupport. To this we aſcribe a 


phzaomenon, of a very different kind, the preſſure 


of the atmoſphere : which, though a yielding and ex- 
panfive fluid; yet conſtipated by an attractive energy; 
ſurrounds the whole globe, and incloſes every crea- 
ture, as it were with a tight bandage. An expedient, 
this, abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve. the texture of 
dur bodies: and indeed, to maintain every ſpecies of . 


iaimal exiſtence, —— Urged by this wonderful impe - 0 


tus, the rivers circulate with a never · failing current, 


along the veins of the earth; rolling, with torrent- 


npture „down the ſteeps, or. ſoftly, ebbing through 
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F the plains. Impelled by the ſame myſterious force, 
© the nutritious juices are detached from the ſoil; and, 
aſcending the trees, find their way through millions 
of the fineſt meanders, in order to trausfuſe vegeta- 
LE tive life into all the branches. This confines the 
| - - ocean within proper bounds : though the waves there. 
of roar; though they toſs themſelves, with all the 
madneſs of indignagt rage; yet, checked by this po- 
tent, this inevitable curb, they are unable to paſs even. 
the flight barrier of fand. To this the mountains: 
owe that unfhaken firmneſs, which laughs at the 
ſhock of carecring winds ; and bids the tempeſt, with 
AI its. mingled horrors, impotently rave.— By virtue 
 - of this inviſible mechaniſm; without the aid of crane: 
= or pulley, or any inſtrument of human device.z, many 
. thouſand fons of water are raiſed every moment, into 
the regions of the firmament. | By this, they continue 
fit ended in thin air, without any capacious ciſtern, W 
to contain their ſubſtance; or any maſly pillars, to. 
__ ſy ain their weight. By this fame variouſly acting. 
poper, they drop down. again in gentle falls of dew, or 
Are precipituted in copicus ſhowers. of rain; they /lide- 
inio the fields in fleecy flights of ſnow, or are darted 
upon the houſs in clattering ſtorms of hail.— This. 
Hiekaſions the ſtrong ccheſion of folid bodies: without 
which, our large machines could exert themſelves: 
with no vigour; and the nicer utenſils of life, would 
elude our expectations of ſervice. This affords a 
foundation for all thoſe delicate or noble mechanic arts: 
which furniſh mankind with numberleſs conveniencies, 
both of ornament and delight. — In fhort ;. this is che 
prodigfous Balla which compoſes the equilibrium, 
and conſtitutes the ſtability of things: this, the great 
_ cham, which forms the connections ot univerſal nature; 
and the mighty engine, which prompts, facilitates, 
- '\ 2nd, in good meaſure, accomplithes all her operations. 
ol what complicated effects, from a jingle caule*! 


q See another remarkable inſtance of. this kind; in the Refles- 
liens on a Flower Garden, page 12 6:=together with.a fine obſe N 
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What profuſion, amidſt frugality; ad unknown 


expence! . 
And what ir this attractton ? Is it a quality, in its 
exiſtence, inſeparable from matter; and, in its acting, 
independent on the DEITT ?: — Quite the reverſe. 
k is the very Anger of Go b.: the conſtant impreſſion 
of divine power: a principle, neither innate iu matter, 
nor intelligible by mortals.— Does it not, however, 


profuſion of benefits, with the utmoſt frugality of 


bear a conſiderable analogy to the agency of the Hor 


GRosT, in the Chriſtian economy? Are not the 


gracious operations of the bleſſed Spirit, thus ex- 


tenfive, thus admirable, thus various That almighs 
ty Being tranſmits his gifts, through every age; and 


communicates. his graces, to every adherent on the 


Redeemer. All, either of illuſtrious memory, or of 


beneficial tendency ; in a word, * all the good that 


% is done upon earth, he doth it himſelf.“ Strong 
m his aid, and in the power of his might, the ſaints of 
all times, have trode vice under their feet; have 
triumphed over this abject world; and; converſed in 
heaven, while they dwelt on earth. Not 1, but the grace 
/ G 0 D which was with me*, is the unanimous ac- 
powleagment of them, all.—— By the fame kindly 
ſuecours, the whole church is ſtill enlightened, quick- 


ened, and governed. By his benign influences, the 


ſcales of ignerance, fall from the underſtanding; the 
leproſy of evil concupiſcence, is purged from the 
will; and the fetters, the more thanadamantine fetters, 


of . habitual iniquity, drop off trom the converſation. 


He breathes even upon dry bones +, and they live: they 
are animated with faith. they pant with ardent and 


heavenly deſire; they exercite themſelves in all the 
duties of godlineſs.— His real, though ſecret; in- 
ſpiration, diſſolues the flint in the impenitent breaſt; 


and bings up the ſorrows, of the broken heart: rai/es 


the thoughts high, in the. elevations ot holy hope; yet 5 


1 Cor. xv. 16%, 


Mee beautiful pitce of ſacred and allegorical imagery dif- 


lays 


: \ 
\ 1 


a 1». M6 R 1 2 l RO 4 N * a 
N A „ ? 


£3 CONTEMPL ATION 8 ON. 
_ lays them lou, in the humiliations of inward abaſe- 
ment ʒ feels the ſoul with impenetrable reſolution, 
and perſevering fortitude; and, at the ſame time, /. 
ans it into a dove · like meckneſs, and melt it in peni- it 
i Wuesn I contemplate thoſe ampli and amazing 
ftrufures, erected in endleſs magniticence, . over all 
the zthereal: plains: When d look upon them as N 
fo many ſplendid repaſitories of light; or fruitful abode: th 
of life::—— When IL remember, that, in all probabi- Wh ?" 


lity, there are orbs, vaſtly more remote, than thoſe by 
which. appear to our unaided ſight; orbs, whole ul. ar 
4 though travelling ever ſince the. creation, is n 
not yet arrived upon our coaſts “: When I ſtretch. MW a 


my thoughts-to the innumerable orders of beings, 1 
which inhabit all thoſe ſpacious ſyſtems. from the . ©* 
beftieft ſeruph, that ſurrounds the throne; to the pl: 
puny: nations, Which tinge with blue the ſurface of the 
plum 13 or-mantle the ſtanding. pool with green :— 


If this conjecture (which has no leſs a perſon than the celebra- let 


ted Mr Huygens for its author) concerning unſeen ſtars, be true, if, to 7 
tttis obſervation be added, what is affirmed by our ſkiltul aſtiono- + 
mers; that the motion of the ray of light is fo: ſurpriſingly fwift, as to | 
af through ten miltions of miles in a ſingle minute o. ! an 
chend imagination. vaſt and unmeaſurable, are the /paces of the uni · aw 
_ werſe V hile the mind is diſtended with the grand idea; or, | 
rather, while ſhe is diſpatching her ableſt powers ot piercing judg- or 
ment, aud cxcurſiie fancy ;. and finds them alkdrop ſhort ; all bafficd 
_ by the amazing ſubject : permit me to apply that beautiful ezclama- 0:21 
tion, and noble remark= . 5 . MI 
9 s,½, proud arch, 0 
Built with divine ambition; in diſdain | * 
1 Ot limit built; built in the taſte of Heavn; | 105 
£7 Vaſt concave! 'ample dome! waſt thou deſign d. 4 
= 9 A meet apartment for the DxiTy.?; | dit 
Not ſo : that thought alone thy ſtate impair s? bo 


g ; 1 Thy lofty finks; and ſhallows thy profount; ; 8 
And ſtraitens thy diffuſfue—————— Night- Thongbn, No I. lim 
I Ein the blue dows the purple plum ſurrounds; © 
++ Aiving world, thy failing figlit wenfvunds. MF 
To nu a peopled habitation ſhews, „ nul 
RES Where millions taſte the bounty God beſtows.:.. „ N | 
dae den launliſis, ſublime, and intruttive Prem, ee 
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THE STARRY HEAVENS. 155 
how various are the links, in this immenſe chain! 
How vaſt the gradations in chis univerſal ſcale of ex- 
| iſtence! Yet all theſe, however vaſt and various, 
are the work of Gap's hand, and are full of his pre- 
- He rounded in his palm thoſe dreadfully large 
globes, which are pendulous in the vault of heaven, _ 
He kindled thoſe aſtoniſhingly bright fires, which fill 
the firmament with a flood of glory, By him they 
are ſuſpended in Auid ether, and cannot be baten: 
by him they: diſpenſe a perpetual tide of beams, and 
are never - exhauſted. V He formed, with inexpreſſible 
picety, that exquiſitely. fine collection of tubes; that 
unknown multiplicity of ſubtile ſprings which orga- 
nize, and actuate, the frame of the minuteſt infect. 
He bids the crimſon current roll; the vital movements. 
play; and affociates a world of wonders, even in an 
animated point *.— In all theſe, is a rich exhibi - 
tion of creating power ; to all theſe, are extended, 
the ſpecial regards of pre/erving goodneſs. From hence 
let me learn to rely on the providence, and to be ever 
ſenſible of the preſence, of the ſupreme Majeſty, _ 
To rely on his providence, —For, not one being, 
amidſt that inconceivable number and variety, which 
ſwarm through the regions of creation, is overlooked, 
or neglected, by the great omnipotent cauſe of all. 


There are living creatures, abundantly ſmaller than the mite, 
Mr Bradley, in his treatiſe on gardening, mentions an infec? 5 which 
after accurate examination, he found to be a thouſand. times le than 
the /c2ft viſible grain of ſand. At the ſame time declaring, that ſuch 
an antmaicule, though quite imperceptible to che naked eye, is a 
bulky being 5 compared with others, almoſt infinitely more minute, 
diſcovered by Mr Le wenboec. If then we conſider the /evergl 
limbs, which compoſe (if I may be allowed the expreſſion) ſuch an 
orga dized particle: the different ſprings, which actuate ſuch a ſet of. 
limbs: the fow of ſpirits, inexpreſibly more attenuated, which put 
thoſe ſprings in motion: the various fuids that circulate ; the differeat 
ſecretions that are performed: together with the proportionable mi- 
nuteneſs of the /o/ids, before they arrive at their full growth : not to 

mention other more aſloniſbing modes of dimiuution ;—ſure,' we ſhalt: 
ſee the utmoſt reaſon to acknowledge, that the adored Maker is 
Mamu in minimis ; greatly glorious. even in his iy 3 


* 
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However inconſiderable in its character, or diminu- 60 
=”: tive in its fize, it is ſtill the production of the univer. tet 
e Maker, and belongs to the family of the almighty fer 
 Father.—What! though enthroncd archangels enjoy 

the ſmiles of his countenance; yet, the low inhabitants | 
of earth, the moſt deſpicable worms that erecp the 
ground, are not excluded from his kind providential 
rarer. Though the manifeſtation of his perfections, 
is vouchſafed to holy and intellectual eſſences; his 
| Earls open, to the cries of the young raven; his eye 
Attentive, to the wants, and to the welfare, of the ve- 
ey meaneſt births of nature. How much leſs then, 
Aare his own people diſregarded? The/e, for whom he 
haus delivered his beloved Son to death, and for whom 
he has prepared habitations of eternal joy. They diſ- 
regarded! No: Tuer are kept as the apple of an 
I eye;” the very hairs of their head are all number. 
end; and the fondeſt mother may forget the infant, 
8 that is “ dandled upon her knees, and ſucks at her 
breaſt “; much ſooner than the Father of everlaſting 


ae OE Hh compaſſions 


2 1 
— 


4 I. xliz. 1. Cen a woman forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould 
dit bawve compaſſion on the ſon of her womb ? Yea, hey may forget ; yet 

 . will not forget thee,- How delicate and very ex pieſſive are the images, 

- In this charming ſcripture! How full of beauty, if beheld in a criti- 

, how rich with conſolation, if conſidered in a believing view ! —— 

Can a emen; one of the ſofter fex, whoſe nature is m ſt impreflible, 

and whoſe p:ilions are remarkably tender Can ſuch a one, not 
barely difregard, but entirely forget; not- ſuſpend her care for a 
while, but utterly eraſe the very memory ot-—ber child; her own 
chiſd, not another's 3 a child that was formed in her womb, and is 

à part of berſelf ?—her ſon; the more important, and therc fore more 
QUchrable ſpecies ; to whom it peculiarly belongs, to. preſerve the 

b Name, build up the family—her only ſoo ; for the word is ſin- 
E | gular, and refers to a caſe, where, the offspring not being nume- 
2m tous, but centered in a fingle birth, muſt be productive of the fond- 
oft endearment——Cain me diveſt herſelf of all concern for ſuch a 
child; not when he is grows vp to maturity, or gone abroad from 
Ber Houſe :; but, while he coctinues in an infantile ſtate, and mult 
Owe his whole ſafety to her kind attendance ; while hs lies in her 
boom, ſts on ber aim, and even ſucks at her \breaſt jp: cially, 
ISthe poor innocent be racked. with pain, or feizcd by ſane levere 
”  afflition; and ſo become an object of compoſſion, as weil as of love, 
Din le hear its piercing eries; can ſlie fer it all teſtlefb, all help- 
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| THE STARRY HEAVENS. 261 
tompaſſions can diſcontinue, or remit, his watchful 
tenderneſs to thoſe, whom he condeſcends to call, not 
ſervants only, but children. C 
Let this teach me alſo a more lively /en/e of the di- 
vine preſence. All the rolling werlds above; all the 
living atoms below 5 together with all the beings that 
intervene, betwixt thele wide extremes; are vouchers 
for an-ever-preſent Deity. 4 Gop has not left him- 
& ſelf himſelf without witneſs.” There are the marks 
of his footſteps in every place, and the touches of his 
finger in every creature. Thy name is ſo nigh, O 
« thou all-{upporting, all-informing Lok D; and that 
« do thy wondrous works declare. Thy goodneſs warms. 
« in the morning-ſun, and refreſhes in the evening- 
breeze. Thy glory /hines in the lamps of midnight, - 
« and /miles in the bloſſoms ot ſpring. We ſce a Frace 
of thy incomprehenſible grandeur, in the boundleſs 
« extent of things; and a ſketch of thy exquilite ſkill, : 
in thoſe almoſt evaneſcent ſparks of life, the inſect- 
race. O] how ſtupid is this heart of mine, that, 
amidſt ſuch a multitude ot remembrancers, thronging 
on every ſide, 1 ſhould forget thee a ſingle —. 2 
Grant me, thou great I AM; thou Source, and 
Support, of univertal exiſtence ;—— O! grant me an 
enlightened eye, to diſcern thee in every object; and 
a devout heart, to adore thee on every occaſion. In- 
ſtead of living without Gov in the world; may I be 
ever with him, and ſee all things full of him“ 1 7 


I 
leſs under its miſery; and feel no emotions of paternal pityß— 
Or, it ane ſuch monſter of inhumanity might be found; yet can all 
mothers be ſo degenerate? This ſure, need never be feared. Much 
lfs need the true believer, be apprehenſive of the failure of n kinds 
neſs. An wniverjal extinction, of thele ſtrongeſt affe ctions of nature, 
is a more ſuppoſeable caſe; than that I ſhould ever be unmindful of 
my people, or regardleſs of their intereſts, ' e 


I Ulbe gliti'ring ſtars, | 
By the deep ear of meditation heard, 
Still in their midnight watches ſing of #1M, _ 
Hie nodes a calm. The tempeſt blows his wrath, 
be thunder is his voice; and the red flaſh — 
Bis ſpeedy ſword of juſtice, At his couch © 
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If the beautiful ſpangles, which a clear night pours 
on the beholder's eye; if thoſe other fires, which beam 
in remoter ſkies; and are diſcoverable only by that 
revelation to the fight, the teleſcope: if all thoſe 
. bright millions, are ſo many fountains of day; enrich. 
ed with native and independent luſtre; illuminating 
planets, and enlivening ſyſtems, of their own *: Q! 
what amazing pomp is diſcloſed, in the midnight. 
Fcene | What unknown riches are diſſeminated 
through all theſe numberleſs provinces of the great 
\Jenovan's empire! Let, immenſe and endleſs as 
they are, there is not the meaneſt ſlave, but carries in- 


_ Foul, that informs his clay ;—the foul, that teaches 
him to think, and enables him to chuſe; that quali- 
fies him to reliſh rational pleaſure, and to breathe 
ſublime defire f ; the ſoul, that is poſſeſſed of ſuch 
noble faculties; and, above all, is endued with the 
- __ dreadful, the glorious capacity, of being pained, or 
bleſled for ever—this ſoul ſurpaſſes in worth, whate- 
ver the eye can ſee; whatever, of material, the fancy 
can imagine. Before one ſuch intellectual being, all 

the moſt aſtoniſhing magnificence of unintelligent crea- 
tion, becomes poor and contemptible Th For this, 
JJJJ%%% 8 Omnipotence 


wh >. 


the mountains flame. He ſhakes the ſolid earth, 
And rocks the nations. Nor in theſe alone, 
In ev'ry common inſtance Go p is ſeen. | Thomſos's Springs 


Conſolt with reaſon, Reaſon will reply, 
Hach lucid point, which glows in yonder ſky, 
'-_  Informs a tem in the boundleſs ſpace, 
And fils, with glory, its appointed place: 
With beams unborrow'd, brightens other ſkies; ? 
And worlds, to thee unknown, with heat and life ſupplies. 
8 TEIS of | | | of The Univerſe. 


I In this reſpect, as veſted with ſuch capacities, the ſoul even of 
fallen man, has an unqueſtionable greatneſs and dignity ; is maj/tic, 
though in ruin. 1 4 
fl beg leave to tranſcribe a pertinent paſſage, from that ct lebta · 
ted maſter of reaſon, and univerſal literature, Dr Bentley; whom no 
one can be tempted to ſuſpect, either tinctured with enthuſiaim, or 
Warped to bigotry. “ If we conſider, ſays be, the dignity of 28 
ETD gy EO 5 BY. 4% intel gent 
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comparably greater wealth in his own boſom. The | 
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W Omnipotence itſelf has waked, and worked, through _ 
cvery age. To convince this foul, the fundamental 
laws of nature have been controuled; and the moſt 
amazing miracles, have alarmed all the ends of the 
earth. To inſtruct this ſoul, the wiſdom of Heaven 
has been transfuled into the ſacred page; and miſſion» 
aries have been ſent from the great King, who reſides 
in light unapproachable. To /an#:/y this ſoul, the 
almighty Comforter takes the wings of a dove; and, 
with a ſweet transforming influence, broods on the 
human heart. And O] to redeem this foul from 
guilt 3 to reſcue it from hell; the heaven of heavens 
was bowed, and Gop himſelf came dowa to dwell in 
Let me pauſe, a moment, upon this important ſubs 
jet. — What are the ſchemes, which engage the 
attention of eminent ſtateſm2n, and mighty monarchs, 
compared with the grand interęſis of an immortal 
ſoul? The ſupport of commerce, and the ſucceſs of 
armies, though extremely weighty affairs; yet, it laid 
in the balance againſt the ſalvation of a ſoul, are 
lighter than the downy feather, poiſed againſt talents 
of gold. To fave a navy from {bipwreck, or a ꝶing- 
dom from flavery, are deliverances of. the moſt mo- 
mentous nature, that the tranſactions of mortality can 
admit, But O! how they ſhrink into an inconũder- 
able trifle, if (their aſpect upon immortality forgot) 
WH they are ſet in competition with the delivery of a + 
fingle ſoul, from the anguiſh and horrors of a diftref 
id eternity *! _—. gg . 
Since, ſuch is the ſoul's importance; what vigi- 


* intelligent being, and put that in the ſcale agaiaſt brute and in- 

* animate matter, we may affirm, without overvaluing human na- 

ture, that the ſoul of one virtuous and religious man, is of 

1 greater worth and excellency, than the ſun, and his planets, and 

all the ſtars in the world. . 
See his ſermons at Boy!e's Lect. No 8, 

Not all yon luminaries quench'd at once | 

Were halt fo ſad, as one benighted mind, 

Which gropes for happineſs, and meets deſpair, 
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ante can be too much; or rather what holy /olicitude e 

can be i eient; for the overſeers of the Saviour's le 
Mock, and the guardians of this unutterably noble the 

| charge ?—Sitice ſuch is the importance of the ſoul; Ml 
1 wilt thou not, O man, be watchful for the preſerva- 
bi tion of thy own ? Shall every caſual incident awaken ine 
4 thy concern; every tranſitory toy, command thy re. Ml As 
| . Bard? And ſhall the welfare of thy ſoul, a work of can 
„  Continual occurrence; a work of endleſs conſequence; Ml ſpr 
. ſue, in vain, for thy ſerious care !/—PThy ſoul, thy tire 
14 ſoul, is thy all. If this be /ecured, thou art greatly o 
1 rich, and wilt be unſpeakably happy. If this be %, WY 
1 à whole world acquired, will leave thee in poverty; MY 
b and all its delights enjoyed, will abandon thee to Ear 
| ; miſery. 5 N 125 | | Z reti 
0 4 9 2 Rd” hs Z 1 king 
IAR often been charmed, and awed, at the fight Ley. 
. of the nocturnal heavens; even before I knew how to littl, 
4 confider them, in their proper circumſtances of majeſty the 
I and beauty. Something, like magic, has ſtruck my mind, I her 
4 on a tranſient and unthinking ſurvey of the æthereal moc 
Lault; when tinged throughout with the pureſt azure, I ftar. 
i. and decorated with innumerable ſtarry lamps. | vate 
1 : Have felt, I know not what powerful and aggrandizing Liſe: 
= - zimpulſe; that ſnatched me from the low intanglements QXAC 
=_ apted an ardent figh for /ub/imer 2%” 
= of vanity, and prompted an or // fa] 
'Y »bjefts, Mekhought, I heard, even from the ſilent * 
= ſpheres, a commanding call, to ſpurn the abject earth, be 
2 and pant after unſeen delights — Henceforward, IH e 
A hope to imbibe more copioully, this moral emanation n 
'F of the ſkies; when, in ſome ſuch manner as the pre- Pap 

. ceding, they are rationally ſeen, and duly weighed. 2 
” The ſtars, I truſt, will reach, as well as bine; and N 
Delp to diſpel, both nature's gloom, and my intellec- 
tual darkhticfs. To ſome, they diſcharge no higher as 
lervice, than that of holding a Hambeau to their feet, ¶ in that 
and ſoftening the horrors of their night, To me, may 4 Er 
they be miniſters of a ſuperior order; and act as nuch 
F  counjellors of wiſdom, and guides to ha pineſt. No! Wlivine 
val they fail to execute this noble office, it thefg l cu 


veys: yet, even then, my apprehenſions would. be: 


rity, which edifieth *; that faith, which purifieth. 


5 ; f 6 ; | 
. * 7 Cor. viii. 1. I need not inform my reader, that in this tex 


THE STARRY HEAVENS. 6g 


gently and gradually light my way, into the know. 
ledge of their adored Maker; and point out, with 
their filver-rays, my path to his beatific preſence. - 


I GAE, I ponder. I ponder, I gaze; and think 
ineffable things. I roll an eye of awe and admiration. 
Again and again I repeat my raviſhed views; and 
can never ſatiate my fight, in this immenſe. theatre. I 
ſpring my thoughts in ſpeculation, till even fancy 
tires upon her wing. 1 find wonders, ever neu- 
wonders, more and more amazing. Let, after alb $ 
my prefent inquiries, what a megę net hing do I REC õ/%;tf OY 
by all my future ſearches, ho ie ſhall I be able to 
learn; of thoſe vaſtly diſtant ſuns, and their circling 
retinue of worlds! Could I pry with Newton's pier- 
cing ſagacity, or launch iato his moſt extenſive ſur- 
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little better, than thoſe dim and ſcanty images, which. 
the mole, juſt emerged trom-her cavern; receives on 
her feeble optic. —— This, ſure, ſhould repreſs all im- 
moderate thirſt, after an inſight into the /ecrets of the 
ſtarry ſtructures; and make me more careful to cultie 
vate my heart. To fathom the depths of the Divine. 
Eſſence; or to ſcan univerſal nature, with a critical 
exactneſs; is an attempt, that ſets the acuteft philgſo- 
pher, very nearly on a level with 2% idect. Since it 
8 almoſt, if not altogether, as 1mpracticable by the: 


one, as by the other, | — DA; 
Be it then my chief ſtudy, not to purſue, what is ab- 
ſolutely unattainable z but rather to ſeek, what is ob- 
vious to find, eaſy to be acquired, and of ineſtimable 
advantage, when poſſeſſed. O!] let me ſeek that eba- 


in that admirable chapter, 1 Cor. xiii. and in various other paſſages 
of {cripture ; the word charity, is by no means to be confined, to { Fa 
the particular act of alms-g:ving, or external beneficence.. It is pf a, _ «38 
much more exalted and extenſive nature. It fign ſies that Go * oe 


Mine grace, which warms the ſoul with a Jupreme love to Ooh; 
und enlarges it with a Wen, Fan for men. Which render it 
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Love, humble love, and not conceited ſcience, keeps 
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the door of heaven, Faith, a child-like faith in Ix- 


sus; and not the havghty. ſelf- ſuffictent- ſpirit, which 


ſeorns to be ignorant of any thing; preſents a key 
to thoſe abodes of bliſs.— This preſent ſtate, is the 


ſcene deſtined to the exerciſe of deuction; the inviſible. 
world, is the place appointed for the enjoyment of 
knowledge . There, the dawn of our infantile minds, 
will be advanced to the maturity of perfect day; or 
rather, theré our midnight-ſhades, will be brightened 
into all the luſtre of noon. There, the ſouls that 


come from the /choot of faith, and bring with them 


the principles of love, will dwell in light itſelf; will 
be obſcured with no darkneſs at all; will know, even. 


as they are known.—— Such an acquaintance, there- 


Fore, do | defire to form, and to carry on ſuch a cor- 
reſpondence, with the heavenly bodies; as may ſhed a 
benign influence on the ſeeds. of grace, implanted in 
my breaſt. Let the exalted tracks of the firmament, 
Unk my ſoul into deep humiliaticn. - Let thoſe eternal. 


fires, Kindle in my heart an adoring gratitude, to their 


„ Almighty Sovereign. Let yonder ponderous and 
enormous globes, which reſt on his ſupporting arm; 


teach me an unſbalen aſſiance, in their incarnate Ma- 


ker. And 1 ſhall be—if not wiſe as the aſtronomical 
adept, yet. WISE UNTO SALVATION. 


ERS Having now walked, and worſhipped, in this uni- 


venſal temple, that is arched: with ſkies z emblazed with 
ſtars; and extended. cven to immenſity,— Having 


, 4 5 


Phe nnigoiog care of the life; and chief deliglit of the heart, to pro- 
e glu of the. ONE, aud, the happineſs of the other. —— Ibis, 


mote the gi 
his, is that charity, of which ſo many excellent things are eveiy- 
Wee Tooken : which can never be too highly extolled, or too 


= <cameſtly coveted, ſince it is the image of Go p, and the very [iris 
_ 5 ef heaven. 3 : : . 1 J 
. By. Milton beautifully ſtiled, 
2 2 TT | Ihe golden key, i | | 
_ That opes the palace of cteinity. "SLES Milt, Camus. 
1 7 8 8 ; ; % 4 : ö : „ VL 
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eaſt an eye, like the enraptured patriarch “; an eye of 
reaſon and devotion, through. the magnificent ſcene :* 
with the one, having diſcovered an infinitude of 
worlds ; and with the other, met the Deity in every _ 
view, Having beheld, as Mo/es in the flaming buſh, 
a glimpſe of JEHovaAn's excellencies l reflefted from 
the planets, and fireaming from myriads of celeſtial 
luminaries ——— Having read various leſſons, in that 
ſtupendous book. of wiſdom , where unmeaſurable 
ſheets of azure compoſe the page: and orbs of radiance 
write, in everlaſting. characters, a comment on our 
Creed. What remains, but that I cloſe the Mid. 
night. ſolemnity, as our Lok D concluded his grand 
ſacramental inſtitution, with a /ong of praiſe 
And behold a hymn, ſuited to the ſublime occaſion ;. 
indited by + inſpiration itſelf ; transferred into our 
language, by | one of the higheſt and happieſt efforts 


human ingenuity. 


— 
* 
—a 


The ſpacious firmament en high, 1 
With all the blue æthereal ſhy, © 3 
And ſpangled hæav'ns, a ſhining frame, 5 

Their great Original proclaim: | 7 
Th: unwearied fun, from day to day, 

Does his Creator's power diſplay ;. 
And publiſhes to ev'ry land, os 
The work of an almighty hand. 


Seon as the evening-ſhades prevail, . 
The moon takes up the wondrous tale; | 
And nightly, to the liſt ning earth, 


Repeat the flory of her birth: , © ALS 


Gen. xv. 3. 95 | e 


7. XY or heaven 
Is as the book of Gop before thee ſet, 
| Wherein to read his wondrous works.. 
4 Pfal. ix. | 28 
I. Addiſon, Spect. Vol. VI. No 465. 
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IWhile all the flars, that round her. burn, | 
And all the planets in their turn, 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, 


4 And ſpread the truth from pole to m 


” What though, in ſolemn filence, all 


Move round the dark 22 ball 8 


hat though nor real voice nor ſound. 
Amid their radiant orbs be e found? 
In reaſon's ear they all rejoice, 


5 And utter forth a glorious voice, : 


. For ever 45 inging, as they ſbine, 
? 2 Ale hand | made us, is divine, 


a 
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s may calm the Soul Snow a 


Jl 


* 


4 


Ice be taught. to warm the Heart, and praiſe the 


Creator. 


n 


Storms and Tempe 


o 


Cad 


Anonym. Lett. to the Author. See p. 196. 
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T is true, in the delightful ſeaſons, Nis tenders 
1 neſs, and nis love, are moſt eminently diſplayed. 


In the vernal months, all is beauty to the 
eye, and muſic to the ear. The clouds drop fatneſs; 
the air ſoftens into balm; and flowers, in rich abun- 
dance, ſpring where- ever we tread, bloom where-ever 
we look, —— Amidſt the burning heats of Summer, 
HE expands the leaves, and thickens the ſhades ; he 
ſpreads the cooling arbour, to receive us; and awakes 
the gentle breeze, to fan us: the moſs ſwells into a 
conch, for the repoſe of our bodies; while the rivulet 
foftly rolls, and ſweetly murmurs, to ſoothe our ima» 
gination.—In Autumn, nls bounty covers: the fields, 
with a profuſion of yellow treaſurez and bends: the 
boughs, with loads of delicious fruit. He furniſhes 
his hoſpitable table with preſent plenty, and prepares 
a copious magazine for future wants, ——Bat is it 
only in theſe ſmiling periods of the year, that Goy, 
the all-gracious Gop, is ſeen? Has Winter no tokens' 
of his preſence ? Is not Winter eloquent of his praiſe? 
Yes: „ His way is in the whirlwind.” Storms and 
tempeſts fulfil bis word, and extol his power. Even 
piercing froſts bear witneis to his goodneſs; while 
they bid the ſhivering nations tremhle at his wrath. 
Be Winter then, for a while, our theme“. Perhaps, 
| | | als | thoſe 
*. A ſketch of this nature, I muſt acknowledge, is quite diſſerent 
om the ſubject ok the book; and, I cannot but declare, mw W 
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ap - thoſe barren ſcenes, may be fruitful of intellectual im- 
pProyement. Perhaps, .that chilling cold, which binds 
"the earth in its icy chains; may ſerve to enlarge our 
- Kearts, and warm them with holy love. 


Sex! how the day is /bortened !——The fun, de-! 


. „* : P . 
tained in fairer climes, or engaged in more agreeable w. 


ſervices, riſes, like an unwilling viſitant, with tardy we 


along the edges of the ſouthern ſky; caſting an ob. 
lique glance, he juſt looks upon our dejected world; 


continues. Or, if he chance to wear a brighter aſpect, 
and a cloudleſs brow; yet, lige the young and gay in 
the houſe of mourning, he ſeems uneaſy till he is 


ſhew us nothing but ſpectacles of woe ? The flowery 
World lies dead, and the tuneful tribes are ſtruck 
dumb, The trees, ſtript of their verdure, and laſhed 
by ſtorms, ſpread their naked arms to the enraged * 


and reluctant ſteps, He walks, with a ſhy indifference, 


and ſcarcely ſcatters light through the thick air. Dim 
is his appearance, languid are his gleams, while he * 


gone 3 is in haſte to depart, —And let him depart, 
Thy ſhould we wiſh for his longer ſtay ; fince he can 


and relentleſs heavens, Fragrance no longer floats in 1. 


— 


- 


the air; but chilling damps hover, or cutting galcs 
blow. Nature, diveſted of all her beautiful robes, 
ts, like a forlorn, diſconſolate widow, in her weeds, 


13 
the day. Wheß the room is hung with funeral black, 
and diſmal objects are all around; who would wiſh to 


© only diſcover ſcenes of ſorrow; only make the horror 
72 Y far diſtant from the thoughts of the author. But, the defire of 


| fi we to add a few deſcriptive touches, and improving hints, 


| the attempt I have made to oblige theſe gentlemen, will obtain the 
. epprobaticn, or at leaſt the excuſe, of my other readers. 


While winds, in doleful accents, howl; and rains, in 
repeated ſhowers, weep. | HIS IH 5 
Me regret not, therefore, the ſpeedy departure of 


have the glimmering tapers kept alive; which can 


ſeveral acquaintance, together with an intimation of its uſetulneſs, 
by a very polite letter from an unknown band, (which has mundefignedly 
furniſhed me with the beſt motto 1 could recoiiet), prevailed 


oh what is ſo often experienced in theſe northern regions. I hope, 
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"viſible — And, ſince this mortal life is little better 
than a continual conflict with ſin, or an unremitted 
| ſtruggle with miſery; is it not a gracious ordination, 
which has reduced our age to a pan? Fourſcore 
years of trial, for the virtuous, are ſufficiently long; 
and more than ſuch a term, allowed to the wicked, 
would render them beyond all meaſure vile. Our 
way to the kingdom of heaven, lies through tribula- 
tions: ſhall we then accuſe, ſhall we not rather 5% %, 
the providence, which has made the paſſage ſhort ? 
Soon, ſoon we croſs the vale of tears; and then ar- 
rive on the happy hills, where light for ever ſhines, 
where joy for ever ſmiles. | | TEST | 
Sometimes, the day is rendered ſhorter ſtill; is almoſt 
blotred out from the year . The vapours gather: 
they thicken ipto an impenetrable gloom, and obſcure 
the face of the ſky. At length, the rains deſcend 
the ſluices of the firmament are opened; and the low- 
hung clouds pour their congregated ſtores. Copious 
and unintermitted, ſtill they pour; and ſtill are unex - 
hauſted. The waters drop inceflantly from the eaves, 
and ruſh in rapid ſtreams from the ſpouts. They 
roar along the channelled pavements, and ſtand in foul 
ſhallows amidſt the village ſtreets. Now, if the in- 
attentive eye, or negligent hand, has left the roof but 
ſcantily covered; the inſinuating element finds its 
way into every flaw, and oozing through the cieling, 
at once upbraids and chaſtiſes the careleſs inhabitant. 
The ploughman, ſoaked to the ſkin, leaves his halfs 
tilled acre. The poor poultry, dripping with wet, 
croud into ſhelter. The tenants of the bough fold 
up their wings, afraid to launch into the ſtreaming - 
air. The beaſts, joyleſs and diſpirited, ruminate 
under their ſheds. The roads ſwim, and the brooks 
ſwell.— The river, amidſt all this watery ferment, 
long contained itſelf within its appointed bounds; ' 
But, ſwollen by innumerable currents: and rouſed, at 
laſt, into uacontroulable rage; burſts over its banks; 


* Involvere diem nimbi, & nox bumida cœlum | R 
Abſtulit. 4 1 7 5 Les, 
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Apreads itſelf far and wide; and buries the meadow 


under a brown, ſluggiſh, ſoaking deluge. Th 
How fortunate for man, that this inundation 


comes, when there are no flowery crops in the valley 


to be overwhelmed; no fields ſtanding thick with corn, 


to be laid waſte! At/uch a junRure, it would have 


been ruin to the huſbindman; and his family: but, 


thus timed, it yields manure for his ground, and pro- 
miſes him riches in reverſion.— How often, and how 


long, has the divine Majeſty bore with the moſt inju- 


rious affronts from ſinners! His goodneſs triu-nphed 


over their perverſeneſs, and -graciouſly refuſed” to be 


_ exaſperated. But Oh! preſumptuous creatures, multiply 
no longer your provocations. Urge not, by repeated 
iniquities, the almighty arm to ſtrike; leſt his long- 
ſuffering ceaſe, and his fierce anger break forth; break 


Forth, like a food of waters *, and ſweep you away, 


into irrecoverable and everlaſting perdition. 


How mighty l how majeſtic! and O, how myſterious 
are thy works, thou Gop of heaven, and Lorp of 
nature]! When the air is calm, where ſleep the*formy 


uind? in what chambers are they repoſed, or in 
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"While the flexile reed, that ſprings up in the marſh, 


What dungeons confined? Till thou art pleaſed 

= - to awaken their rage, and throw open their priſon- 

- -- doors: then, with irreſiſtible impetuoſity they fly 
Forth, ſcattering dread, and menacing deſtruction, 


The whole atmoſphere is hurled into the moſt tu- 
multuous confuſion. The aerial torrent burſts its way 
over mountains, ſeas, and continents, All things 


feel the dreadful thock, All things tremble before 
the furious blaſt. The foref, vexed and tore, groaus 


under the ſcourge : her ſturdy ſons are ſtrained to 


the very root, and almoſt kiſs the ſoil they were wont 


to ſhade. The ſtubborn oak, that diſdains to bend, 


is daſhed headlong to the ground; and, with ſhatter- 


ed arms, with proſtrate trunk, blocks the road. 
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yielding to the guſt, (as the meek and pliant temper, 
to injuries; or the re/igned and patient ſpirit to miſ - 
fortunes) ; cludes the force of the ſtorm, and ſurvives 
Lamidit the wide ſpread havock. _ 75 
For a moment, the turbulent and outrageous ſky, 
ſeems to be aſſwaged; but, it intermits its wrath, only 
to increaſe its ſtrength. Soon, the founding ſqua - 
drons of the air return to the attack, and renew their 
ravages with redoubled fury. The ſtately dome 
rocks, amidſt the wheeling clouds. The impregna- 
ble tower totters on its baſis, and threatens to over- 
whelm, whom it was intended to protect. Fhe rag- 
ged rock is rent in pieces “; and even the hills, the 
perpetual hills, on their deep foundations, are ſcarcely 
ſecure.— Where, now, is the place of ſafety? When 
the city reels, and houſes become heaps! Sleep affright- 
ed flies. Divertion is turned into horror. All is uproar 
in the element; all is conſternation among mortalsz 
and nothing but one wide ſcene of rueful devaſtation, . 
WH through the land. —Yet this is only an inferior miniſter 
of divine diſpleaſure. The executioner of milder in- 
dignation. How then—O ! how will the. lofty looks of 
| 
| 


— 


man be humbled, and the haughtineſs of men be bowed © 

down + : when the Lokp GopD Omnipotent thali - 
ditate terror — when he ſhall fer all his terrors in 
array —when he ariſes, to judge the nations, and to 

ſhake terribly the cart! i 


* x Kings xix. 11. 


$ 1— Mor talia corda = 0 585 

2 Per gentes humilis ſtra vit Pa vor. — 0 133 

8 One would almoſt ĩmagine, that Virgil had read I/ iab, and borrows 

J ed his ideas from chap. ii. verſ. 11. The humilis, and ftravit, & 


+ we one, ſo exactly correſpond with the—bumbled—bowed down—of 
the other. But, in one circumſtance, the poet is vaſtly inferior to 
, the prophet. The latter, by giving a veiy ſtriking contraſt to his 
- ſentiments, repreſents them with incomparably greater energy. He 
3 ys not, men in the groſs, or the heman ke in general : but men 
of the moſt elated looks; hearts big with the moſt arrogant imagina» 
* tionsz even baughtineſs itſelf; ſha'l top from their ſupercilious 
: heights, hall ge in the loweſt duſt of abaſement, and ſprdder with 
all the extremes of an abject puſillanimity. W 
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The ponderous waves are heaved from their capacious 


lung into the moſt rapid agitation, they ſweep over 
bo the rocks; they laſh the lofty cliffs; and toſs them- 
anchors; and, with all their enormous load, are 
" whirled, ſwift as the arrow, wild as the winds, along 
the vaſt abyſs. Now, they climb the rolling moun- 
tain; they plough the frightful ridge, and -ſeem 
to ſkim the ſkies: anon, they plunge into the opening 
gulph, they loſe the fight of day, and are loſt them- 
felves to every eye. How vain is the pilot's art | How 
impotent the mariner”s ſtrength! They reel to and 
fro, and ſtagger in the jarring hold; or cling to the 
cordage, while burſting ſeas foam over the deck, 
Deſpair is in every face, and death ſits threatening on 
every ſurge. —-But why, O ye aſtoniſhed mariners, 
why ſhould you abandon yourſelves to deſpair ? Is the 
| _ LorDp's hand /bertened, becauſe the waves of the ſea 
rage horribly? Is his car deafened, - by the roaring 
 _ » thunders, and the bellowing tempeſt? Cry, cry, unto 
ru, who © holdeth the winds in his fiſt, and the 
© waters in the hollow of his hand,” He is all-gra- 
cious, to hear; and almighty, to ſave. If nE com- 
mand, the ſtorm ſhall be huſhed to filence;z the bil. 
lows ſhall ſubſide into a calm; the wann {hall lay 
their fiery bolts aſide: and, inſtead of ſinking in a 
wuatery grave, you ſhall find yourſelves brought to the 
OO ĩ˙•5—•etsi Ta | 
„ Sometimes, after a joyleſs day, a more melancholy 
= might ſucceeds. —— The lazy, louring yapours had 
= wove ſo thick a veil, as the meridian fun could ſcarce- 
= ly penetrate. What gloom then muſt overwhelm the 
= nocturnal hours! The moon withdraws her ſhining. 
Not a angle ſtar, is able to ſtruggle through the deep 
Arrangement of ſhades. All is pitchy darkneſs, with- 
4H out one enlivening ray. How folemn-! How awivl ! 
I is like the return of chaos, or the ſhreyd of nature, 
I go not wonder that it is the parent of terrors, and 
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Phe ocean ſwells with tremendous. commotions,. 


bed, and- almoſt lay bare the unfathomable deep, 


felves into the clouds. Navies are rent from their 


n 


e 
* - — 2 


— 


its rapid way with miſchief; now the night, drefles her | 
| Hlent pavilion with horror. 
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ft apt to-engender fear. Lately, the tempeſt marked 


I have ſometimes left the beaming tapers, withdrawn 
from the ruddy fire, and plunged into the thickeſt of 
theſe ſooty ſhades : bot in the leaſt regretting the 
change, but rather exulting'in it as a welcome deli- 
werance, The very gloom was pleaſing, was exhila- 
rating, compared with the converſation I quitted. 
The ſpeech of my companians (how does it grieve me, 


that I ſhould, even once, have occaſion to call them by 


that name l) was the language of darkneſs: was hor- 


For to the ſoul, and torture to the ear *. Alas! 


that I ſhould have room to make the reffection! May 
1 never be under a neceſſity of repeating it! Their 
tongues were dipt in the venom of alps : “ their 
* throat was an open ſepulchre;“ cruel to their 
-neighbour's character, as the grave; and inſatiable in 
 Mlanderous aſſaſſfinations, as the grave in devouring her 
Pprey.—dSometimes, their licentious and ungovernable 


diſcourie, ſhot arrows of profanen?/s againtt Heaven 
itſelf; and, in proud defiance, challenged the reſents 


ment of Omnipotence.— Sometimes, as if it was the 


*gtory of human nature to ſhare and cheriſh the groſſeſt 


appetites of the brute; and the mark of a gentle- 
man, to have ſerved an apprenticeſhip in a brothel; 


the filthieſt jeſts of the ſtews, (if low 6b/cenity can be 
a jeſt), were naufeouſly obtruded on the company, till 
all the . part of it was expelled : while the e 


93 Whit has been (aid, 1 aſt d my ſoul, what fakes I 
How flow'd our Fe ? or whence te ſource ip 
Perhaps, the jeſt, that'charm'd the ſp#: ohtly, croud, 
And made the jovial table uugh ſo loud, 
To ſome fal/e notion ow'd its poor pretence, 
Jo an ambiguous word's perverted fente; 


To a wild ſunnet, or a Wanton air, 4 S. | .» 


--- Offzace and toiture to the ſober ear. | 
8 Perhaps, alas! the plcaling rcam was brought | 
From this man's ertor, from another's fault: 
£2: rr topics, which good nature would forget, | 
ad e mention wih the laſt regret, 
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1 beſotted creatures laughed aloud, though the leproſy 
of uncleanneſs appeared on their lips. — Are not 


© thele perſons priſoners of darkneſs ; though blazing 


» 
RS. * 


ſconces, pour artificial day through their rooms! 
Are not their ſouls immured in the moſt bale ſul 
ſhades z though the noon-tide fun is brightened, by 
flaming on their gilded chariots ? They diſcern not that 


| great and adorable Being who fills the univerſe with his 


infinite and glorious preſence; who is all eye, to ob- 
Jerve their actions; all ear, to hear their words, 


They know-not the all-ſufficiert Redeemer, nor the 


unſpeskable bleſſedneſs of his heavenly kingdom. 
They are groping for the prize of happineſs ; but will 


= -wocrtainly graſp the thorn of anxiety.” They are wan- 
-_ \tonly ſporting on the brink of that precipice ; from 


8 


a 


E - -"retrieveable ruin, and endleſs deſpair. 


-- whence, in a moment, they may fall headlong into ir- 
- - + They have forced me out, and are, perhaps, de- 
riding me in my abſence : are charging my reverence 
for my Maker, and real ſenſe of the exceliency of the 
RATIONAL nature, to the account of humour and 
fingularity z narrowneſs of thought, or ſourneſs of 


>, 4tcmper,——But be it o. will indulge no indig- 


nation apainſt them; and, if any thing like is fliculd 
ariſe, I will convert it into prayer ——* Pity them, 
% Oh thou Father of mcrcies !—-Shew them the mad- 
e neſs of their proſaneneſs—Shew them the baſeneſs 
n of their vile ribaldry— Let them be dumb, in filent 
4 ſhame and confuſion till they open their lips to 


| - © adore thine injulted Majeſty - to implore thy gra- 


i cious pardon—and humbly devote to thee, thoſe 


. ſocial hours, thoſe injured faculties; which they 


=. final perdition.” _ „„ 
{ ride home amidſt the gloomy void; all darkliog 


© 


are now abuſing, to thy diſhonour; to their own 


© ance intervene) to their common infamy, and 


/ 


and folitary, I can ſcarce duſcern my horſe's head; and 


1 only gueſs out my blind road, h companion, but 


dan ger; 


: 6. * 1 So 


© mutual contamination; and (unleſs timely repent-. 


Lager; or, SR 4 deſcruction OP at my fide #2? 

— But, why do-l fancy myſelf ſolitary? Is not the 
Father of lights; the Gop of my life; the great and. 
everlaſting Friend; always at my right hand? Becauſe. 
the day is excluded, is his omnipr eſence vacated ?, 


Though I bave no earthly acquaintance near, to aſſiſt 


in caſe of a misfortune z or to beguile the time, and 
divert uncaſy ſuſpicions, by entertaining conferences: 

may I not lay my bels upon the Almighty, and con- 
verſe with Gop by humble ſupplication? For this 
exerciſe, no place is proper no hour unſeaſonable; 

and no poſture incommodious. This is focietyy the 
beſt of fociety, cven in ſolitude, This is a fund of 
delights, eaſily portable and quite inexhauſtible. A. 


treaſure this, of unknown value ; and liable to no ha- 


zard, from wrong or robbery ; but perfectly ſecure. 


to the lonely wanderer, in the moſt darkſome paths. 


And why ſhould I diſtrefs mylelf with apprehenſions 
of. peril? This acceſs to God, is not only an inde- 
feaſible privilege, but a kiad of ambulatory garriſon. 
Thoſe, that make known their requeſts unto Gop, 


and rely upon his protecting care, he gives his angels 


charge over their welfare. His angels are commiſſion- 
ed, to eſcort them in their travell: ng; and to hold up 


their goings, that they daſh not their foot againſt a. 


ſtone +. Nay; he him/clf condeſcends to be their. 


guardian, and ** Keeps all their bones, ſo that not one 
« of them is broken.” They are, according to the 
certificate of revelation, © in league with che ſtones of 
e the field 4.“ Though they fall headlong on the. 


fliats ; even the Hints, fitted to fracture the tkull, ſhall 


receive them as into the arms of friendſhip ; ; and not. 
offer to hurt, whom the Lok p is pleaſed to preſerve., - 
May I then enjoy the preſence of this gracious-Gop,, ' 
and darkneſs and light {hall be both alike. Let HIM 
whiſper peace to my conſcience; and this dread ſilence. 
ſhall be more charming than the voice of eloquence, _ 
or the ſtrains of muſic. Let HIM rer cal his e 


4 


J Toy Job xvii, 13. + Plal, x65, 11. 12. | 1 Job-v 3 
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3 in my ſoul; and I ſhalt: not want the 
fron-beautics of the morn, the golden glories of 
non, or the impurpled evening-iky. I ſhall fgh 
only for thoſe moſt deſirable and Uiſtinguithed realms ; 
where the light of His countenance perpetually ſhines, 
and conſequently —* there is * no-night there,” 
- How ſurpriſing are the alterations of nature! I 
left her the preceding evening plain and unadorned, 
But now, à thick rims has ſhed its hoary honours 
over all. It has ſhagged the fleeces of the ſheep, and. 
eriſped the traveller's locks. The hedges are richly 
fringed, and all the ground profuſely powdered. The 
downward branches are taſſelled with ſilver, and the 
upright are feathered' with the plumy wave. 
„But the fine are not always the valuable. The air, 
a miqdſt all theſe gaudy decorations, is charged with: 
Chilling and unuholeſome damps. The hazy influence 
___ ſpreads wide; fits deep; hangs heavy and oppreſſive 
= on the ſprings of life. A liſtlefs languor clogs the 
animal functions ; and the purple ſtream glides but: 
Haaintly through its channels. In vain, the ruler of 
the day. exerts his beaming powers: in vain, he at. 
tempts to diſperſe this inſurrection of vapours.. The 
= fallen malignant cloud refuſes to depart. It envelopes. 
tze world, and intercepts. the preſpect. I look abroad 
floor the neighbouring village; I ſend: my eye in queſt: 
of the riſing turret ; but am ſcarce able to diſcern the 
very next houſe. Where are the blue arches. of hea- 
ven; where the radiant countenance. of the ſun; and: 
Where the boundleſs ſcenes: of creation? Loſt, 
- , Ihfſt are the beauties; quenched their glories.. The 
thronged theatre of the univerſe, ſeems an. empty 
= void; and all its elegant pictures, an undiſtinguiſhed 
= blaak.—Thus would it have been with our intellectual 
= views, if the goſpel had not come ia to our relief. We 
mould have Known, neither our true good, nor real 
cuil. We had been. a riddle to ourſelves; the pre- 
ent ſtate all confuſion, and the future impenetrable 
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A WINTER-PIECE. i189 
darkneſs. But, the Sun of righteouſneſs, artfing: $5 
with potent and triumphant beams, has diſſipated the «<_ 8 
interpoſing cloud; and opened a proſpect, more 1 
beautiful than the bloſſoms of Spring; more chearing 
than the treaſures of Autumn; more enlarged thau 
the extent of the viſible ſyſtem : which, having led the _ 

e of the mind, through fields of grace, over rivers 
of righteouſneſs, and hills crowned with knowledge; 
terminates, at length, in the heavens ; ſweetly lofing 
elf in regions of infinite bliſs, and endleſs glory. 

As I walk along the fog, it ſeems, at ſome little. 
diſtance, to be almoſt ſolid gloom ; ſuch as would 
mut out every glimpſe of light, and totally im- 
priſon me in obſcurity. But, when I approach, 
and enter it; I find myſelf agreeably miſtaken, and. 
the miſt much thinner than it appeared. Such is 
the caſe, with regard to the /uferings of the preſent 
life.z they are not, when experienced, ſo dreadful, as 
a timorous imagination ſurmiſed. Such alſo is the 
caſe, with reference to the gratifications of fenſe ; they. 
prove not, when enjoyed, ſo ſubſtantial as a tanguine - 
expeCtation repreſented. In both inſtances, we are 
graciouſly diſappointed: the edge of the calamity. is. 
blunted, that it may not wound us with incurable: 
anguiſh :: the exquiſite reliſh of the proſperity is pall- 
ed, that it may not captivate our affections, and en- 
flave them to inferior delights. 1 


— 


Sometimes, the face of things wears a more pleaſing 
form; the very reverſe of the foregoing. The ſobe n 
evening advances, to cloſe the ſhort-lived day. The 
firmament, clear and unſullied, puts on its brighteſt 

blue. The ſtars, in thronging multitudes, and wing 
a peculiar brilliancy, glitter through the fair ,ex- = 
panſe. While the 7g. pours its ſubtile and penetra- 
ting influence all around. Sharp, and intenſely keen, 
all the long night, the rigid æther continues its opera- 

tions. When, late and flow, the morning opens her 2 
pale eye; in what a curious and amuling ditguile; is 
nature drefled ! The icicles, jagged and uneven, axe 1 
pendant on the. houſes. A. whinuth film ineruſts the 
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windows, where mimic landſkips viſ-, and fancied fi- 

gures {well. The fruitful fields are hardened to iron; 
the moiſtened meadows are congealed to marble z and 

both reſoupd (an effect unknown before) with the 


| 

peaſant's haſty tread. The ſtream is arreſted in its. 

{ career, and its ever-flowing ſurfate chained to the . 
banks. The fluid paths become a ſolid road; where 
the fiany ſhoals were wont to rove, the ſportive youth \ 


Aide, or the rattling chariots roll . And (what 
would ſeem to an inhabitant of the ſouthern world, | 
as unaccouatable, as the deepeſt myſteries of religion) v 
4 that. very fame breath of heaven, which cements the i « 
C 
C 


Y lakes into a cryſtal prwement; cleaves the oaks, as it. 

E 3 with invisible wedges, „ breaks in pieces the 

1 i northern iron, and the iteel ;” even while it b l ſ, 
F * bridge of icy rock, over the ſcas = 15 0 
1 The air is all ſerenity, Refined - by. the nitrous. b 
particles, it affords” the moſt diſtinct views, and ex- In 
tenſive proſpects. The ſeeds of infection, are killed; WW ſc 
and the pe/tilence deftroyed, even in embryo. . So. V 
the cold of aid ian tends to mortiſy our. corruptions, in 
and ſubdue our vicious habiis.—Tne crouding atmoſ- Wy 
phere conſtr! inges our bodies, and braces our nerves. Wſh 
The ſpirits are " buoyant, and ſally briikly on the exe - NV 
rution' of their office. Had we been under ſuch un- fr 
clouded ſkies, and fo bright a ſun, in the Summer- Mfr: 
months; we ſhould have been melted with heat, and th 
ſoftened into ſupineneſs: been ready to ſtretch our Made 
" limbs under the ſpreading beach, and lie at eaſe by the Nye 
murmuring brook, Bur, now, none loiters ia his! 
{Jn} none is ſcen with tolded- arms: all is 1a mo- to 


* — 


* e ſubito currenti in ue cruſtz ; | a 

| Undaque jam tergo terratos fuſtinct orbes, 8 be 
Pupibus 11 prius patulis, nunc hoſpita plauſtris, 4 

Kiaque diſſliunt vulgo- F 4 

4. Job xxxviti. 30. The waters. are hid, locked up from the catile” 5 {pſec 

” aw ſecured from the ſiſhet's nets, and concealed from the human Nad 

7 8 eye. 4s wells are with a pondetobs and impenetrable ne. And not up 
* only lakes and rivers, but-the ſurface of the great and boundlefs dec, f. 
With its ceſilefs and uncontroulable ſurges, is fake ery NA 
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non; all is activity; choice, prompted by the weather, 
ſupplies the ſpur of neceſſity. Thus, the rugged /chool 
of misfortune, often trains up the mind, to a lively 
exertion of its faculties; the keen climate of adverſity, 
often inſpires us with a manly reſolution : when a ſoft 
and downy affluence, perhaps, would have relaxed all 
the generous ſprings of the ſoul, and have left it ener - 
vated with pleaſure, or diſſolved in indolence. 

„ Cold cometh out of the North“. The winds, - 
BD having {wept thoſe defarts of ſnow, arm. themſelves 
| Þ with millions of frozen particles, and make a fierce 
I deſcent upon our iſle. Under black and ſcowling 
clouds, they drive, dreadfully whizzing, through the 
darkened air. They growl around our houſes; aſ- 
fault our doors; and, eager for entrance, faſten on 
our windows, Walls can ſcarce reſtrain them; 
s bars are unable to exclude them; through every cran- 
Iny they force their way. Ice is on their wings; they 
Jſcatter agues through the land; and Winter, all 
„Winter, rages as they go. Their breath is as a ſear- 
5, Jing + iron to the little verdure left in the plains, 
{- MiVaſtly more pernicious to the tender plants than the 
s. ſharpeſt knife; they not only kill their branches, but 
e- vound the very root. Let not the corn venture far, 
1- from the entrenchment of the furrow; let not the 
r- fruit: bearing bloſſoms dare to come abroad, from 
1d their lodgment in the bark; leſt theſe ſavage, mur - 
j derous. blaſts, deſtroy *the hope of the advancing 

Spear. * „ „ IT. Ka 
ais Oh! it is ſeverely cold! Who is ſo hardy, as not 

to ſhrink at this exceſſiveſy pinching weather? Every - 
face is pale. Eyen the blooming cheeks contract 2 
zelid hue; and the teeth hardly forbear chattering.— 


» 
* 


* Job xxxvii. 9 


: + This, 1 ſuppoſe, is the meaning of that figurative expreſſion, _ 
e's Mſed by the prophet Habeltuł; who, ſpeaking of the Choldeons ine 
nan {Wading Judea, ſays, Their faces, or the incurſions they make, ſhall 
not Mp wp, ſhall fwallow greedily, ſhall devour utterly, the inhabitants 
ec, f the country, and their valuable effects; os ihe keen corroding 


laſts of the ca/?-wind, deſirgy every green thingin the field. Hab. 
—_— x” yl — 2-3 3; 1 „ 
i © 12 | Ye a 
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1 


1 A Wit EA PIECE. 


Ye Hit fit eaſy and joyous, in your commodious 9. 
partments, ſolacing yourſelves in the diffuſive warmth 
of your fire; be mindful of your brethren, in the 
+cheerleſs tenement of poverty. Their ſhattered panes 
gare open to the piercing winds; a tattered garment 
ſcarcely covers their ſhivering fleſh; while a few faint 
"and dying embers, on the ſquahd hearth, rather 
mock their wiſhes, than warm their limbs.—— While 
the generous juices of Oporto, ſparkle in your glaſſes; 
or the ſteams, beautifully ringed, and deliciouſly fla- 
voured, by the Chineſe Te ſmoke in the elegant por- 
celain: O remember, that many of your fellow. 
ereatures, amidſt all the rigour of theſe inclement 
ſkies, are emaciated with ſickneſs; benumbed with 
age; and pining with hunger. Let * their loins 
© bleſs you,” for comfortable cloathing! fupply them 
with food, with fewel; and baffle the raging year, 
'So, may you never know any of their diſtreffes, but 
only by the hearing of the ear; the ſeeing of the 
eye; or the feeling of a tender commiſeratioa |-—— 

-Methinks, the bitter, bluftcring winds plead for the 


* 


breaſts! while they blow hardſhips into their huts.— 

Obſerve thoſe blue flimes, and ruddy coals, in your 
chimney: quickened by the cold, they look more lively, 
and glow more ſtrongly. Silent, but ſeaſonable ad- 


them! Thus, may your heärts, at ſuch a juncture of 
need, kindle into a peculiar bencficence]! Derain not 
Jour ſuperfluous piles of wood. Let them haſten to 
the relief of the ſtarving family. Bid them expire in 
many a willing blaze, to mitigate the ſeverity of the 
ſſeaſon, and chear the bleak abodes of want; fo ſhall 
they aſcend, mingled” with thankfgivings to Gov, 
and ardcnt prayers for ycur welfare—aſcend, more 
_ grateful to heaven, than curling. columns of the moſt 
oh iocenſe 
No the winds rene Having brought their load 
they are difmiſſed from ſervice. They have waſted zu 
— eps cargo of a, watch empiy themſelves is 


a : oa Fe 


poor indigents: way they breathe pity into your: 


monition to the gay circle, that chat and ſmile around 
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At firſt, a few ſcattered ſherds come wander- _ 
ing down the ſaddened ſky. This light ſkirmiſh, is ſu- H 
ceeded by a general onſet. The Hazes, large and nume- 7 
rous, and thick wavering, deſcend in a continual flow. 9 


All night, the fleecy ſhowers, in ſofteſt ſilence, fall. 1 
In the morning, when we awake, what a ſurpriſing [| 
change appears ?——[s this the ſame world | — Here 


is no-diverſity of colour! I can hardly diſtinguiſh ' 
che trees; from the hills on which they grow. Where 
is the difference between the grounds, deſtined to the - 
plough : and thoſe, reſerved for paſturage? All 
- I things lie blended in bright confuſion. So bright, (1 
t that it heightens the f lendor of day, and even dazzles _ 1 
1 che organs of tight. The lawn is not ſo fair, as this | 
s Þ ſnowy mantle, which inveſts the fields; and even the | 
u lily, was the lily to appear, would look tarniſhed in its 


# preſence. _ I can think but of one thing, which excels, - 1 
nor equals, this glittcring robe of Winter. Is any one = 
e deſirous to know what I mean? He may find it de. 


- © ſcribed, in that admirable hymn *, compoſed by the = 
de royal penitent, Is any one deſirous to be poſlefied of ⁵ 
ir fo valuable a rarity ? He will find it offered to his 

acceptance, in every page of the golpel. See! 

ur Xfor the eye cannot ſatisfy iifelf, without viewing again 

and again the curious, the delicate ſcene) See! how 

d- the hedges are habited, like ſpotleſs veſtals: the hou» 

ad fes are roofed, with unifor mity and luſtre: the mea- 

of dows are covered, with a carpet of the fineſt ermine +: 

01 the groves bow beneath the lovely burden: and 
o all, all below, is one wide, ame hiding waſte 1 
in of white. 5 | 
the] Amazing are the 1 of the oreat Creator, and 
1:1 prodigiouſly various. How pliant and ductile is na- 

0, ture, under his forming hand! At his command, 

ore the ſelf. ſame ſubſtance aſſumes the moſt different 


zoll ſhapes 3 : and | is transformed into an _ endleſs multiplici- 9 

+.) 
d, . Pal. li. 7. See page 99. 100. | | ©"... 
* + This animal is milk. white; and fa 107 is it from deen ſpots, "I 
4 4 that, as the tradition goes, it will rather die, or be taken, than ſul- 1 
IF! ly i its whiteneſs. Fe Chambers“ HR | 
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© A WINTER-PIECE TS 
'P ty of figures. If uz ordains, the water is * Fa 
to Hail, and diſcharged upon the earth like a volley of | 
mot; or, it is conſolidated into ice, and defends the Ia 
rivers, es as it were with a breaſtplate.” At the bare di 
intimation of his will, the very ſame element is ſcat- q 
tered in hoar-froſt, like a ſprinkling of the moſt ar- f 
ftennnted aſhes; or, is ſpread over the ſurface of the th 
| 3 in theſe Iwelling couches of deep and flaky m 
down. 
The ſnow, however! it may curry the appearance of 5 
cold, affords a warm garment for the corn; ſcreens of 
it from nipping froſts, and cheriſhes its infant. growth. el 
It will abide for a while, to exert a protecting care, thi 
and exerciſe a foſtering influence. Then, touched by the 
the ſun, or thawed by a ſoftening gale, the furry ve- ex 
ſture melts into genial moiſture ; finks deep into the ny 
| foil, and faturates its pores with the diſſolviag nitre; fro 
repleniſhing the glebe with that vegetative life, which 


Will open into the bloom of Spring, and ripen into 5 

= - the fruits of Autumn: Beautiful emblem this, and IW. 
= comfortable repreſentation, of the efficacy of the di- bro 
vine word : both in the ſucceſsful, and advantageous 105 
iſſue of us operation! * As the rain cometh down, Nor. 
1 be and the ſnow fram heaven, and returneth not thi- Pc 
e ther, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring in 4 
„ forth and bud, that it may give ſeed to the ſower, Ks | 

1. and bread to the eater: ſo ſhall my word be, that a 

40 goeth forth out of my mouth: it thall not return 1. 

For unte me void, but ſhall accompliſh that which 1 a 

_ pleaſe, and it ſhall pats in the thing aa 85 

«4 I fent it.“ 1 

8 Nature, at length, puts off her ide 0 She 47 
1 5 it, in a trickling Zhaw. The looſened ſnow, wok 
rolls in ſheers from the houſcs. Various openings {pot 9 


= - the hills; which, even while we lock, become larger, fa 
ore pumerovs. The trees rid themſelves, by Pr. 
degrees, of the hoary incumbrance. Shook from the 
+3 : 2 On er part falls [gdh to the W part 1 
I 5 . N 1 2 ere bg 0. TY 1 
4 "BA . 5 . 
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expands its leaf of vivid green. In ſpite of all the u- 
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flies abroad in ſhining atoms. Our fields and gardens, 
lately buried beneath the drifted heaps, riſe plain and „ 
diſtinct to view. And ſince we ſee nature once 2 
ain, has ſhe no verdant traces, no beautiful features, 
eft? They are, like real friends, very rare; ang 
therefore, the more particularly to be regarded, the 
more highly to be valued. —Here and there tze 
holly hangs out her glowing berries; the lJauruſtinus = 
ſpreads her graceful tufts; and both, under a covert 
of unfading foliage. The plain, but, hardy ivy 
clothes the decrepit, crazy wall; nor ſhrinks from 
the friendly office; though the ſkies. frown, and 
the ſtorm roars.—— The laurel, firm, erect, and bold 


nited, the repeated attacks of wind, and rain, and 

froſt, it preſerves an undiſmayed lively look; and 
maintains its poſt, while withering millions fall a- 
round, Worthy, by vanquiſhing the rugged force of _ 
Winter, worthy to adorn the, triumphant conquerors 
brow.——Nor muſt I forget the bay-tree 5; which, 
ſcorns to be a mean penſioner, on a few ſunny gleams; 

or, with a ſervile obſequiouſneſs, to vary its appear= »_ 
ance, in conformity to the changing ſeaſons.” By ſuck 
Indications of ſterling worth, and ſtanch reſolution, _ 
reading a lecture to the poet's genius; while it weaves 7 
the chaplet for his temples,—— Theſe, and a few other © 
plants, clad in native verdure, retain their comely - 


aſpect, 1n the bleakeſt climes, and coldeſt months. | | 3 ; ] 
"Such, and fo durable, are the accompliſhments of 7 


a refined underſtanding, and an amiable temper. The 
tawdry ornaments of dreſs, which catch the unthink- N 
ing vulgar, ſoon become inſipid and deſpicable, The | « 4 

rubicd lip, and the fluſhing cheek, fade. Even the _ 
. a +./ of 
ſparkling wit 4, as well AS the ſparkling eye, pleaſe 3 
"0h, A I | * | 3 "bh | ..,. ut- L 
* <« How little does God eſteem the things that men count eat "BY 
the endowments of wit and cloquenee, that men admire in lome -. 


* alas! how poor are they to him! He reſpecteth not any who are. 
e wiſc in heart: (MW arc nothing, and leſs than nothing,” in his 
eyes. Even wiſe men admire, how little it is that men know 3 5 
bo ſmall a matter lies under the ſound of theſe popular wen? 
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favours of, what the world calls, Fortune. 


Ix the /now compoſes the light-armed troops of the 
ſky; metbinks, the haz] conftitutes its heavy artillery. 
_ - When driven by a vehement wing, with what dread- 
ful impetuoſity does that ſtony ſhower fall! How it 
_ rebounds from the frozen ground, and rattles on the 
_. reſounding dome! It attenuates the rivers into ſmoke, 
or ſcourges them into foam. It cruſhes the infant- 

flowers; cuts in pieces the gardener's early plants; 

and batters the feeble fortification of his glaſſes, into 


1 ders, 2 learned man, 2 great ſchotar, a great ſtateſman. How 


e much more doth the all-wiſe Gop meanly account of theſe! He 


«© often diſcovers, even to the world, their meanneſs. He befool; 
. them. 80 valour, or birth, or worldly gfeatneſs, theſe he gives, 
1 and gives as things he makes no great reckoning of, to ſuch as 
« ſhall never ſee his face, and calls to the inheritance of glory poor 
% deſpiſed creatures, that are looked oh as the of-ſcourings and re- 
0 fſuſe of the world.” _ 12 e l 
Elba, faysan excellent author; who writes with the moſt ami- 
- « able ſpirit of ee ; with the moſt unaffe&,d air of humulity ; 
And, like the facred originals, from which he copies, with a mas 
zeltid fimplicity of ſtyle.———Whoſe ſelect works, I may wventure to 
© recommend, not only as a treaſure, but as a MINE of genuine, 
' -, ſterling, evangelical piety.———See page 520 of Archbiſhop LI ICE- 
ron's ſelect works, the Edinburgh: edition, octavo: which it is ne- 
ceſſary to ſpecify, becaufe the London editign does not contain that 


part of his writings, which "Bas ſupplies, with a tlie ; Face 
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| 3 I: ure into the traveller's face; "bo re” 
 W with haſte, from the ſtroke; or feels, on Ris cheek, 
bor the guſhing blood: if he would retreat into the 
houſe, it follows him even thither; and, like a de- 
. & termined enemy that puſhes the purſuit, daſhes 
- through the crackling” panes. But, the fierce attack 
1 W's quickly over,. The clouds have ſoon ſpent their 
s W ſhafts ; ſoon unſtrung their bow. How happy for 
- me inhabitants of the earth, that what is ſo dreadfully 
„Furious, ſhould be ſo remarkably bort! What elſe 
could endure the ſhock, or eſca deſtruction? 
e But, behold a bow, of x no hoſtile intention; a bow, 
painted in variegated colours, on the diſpurdened 
EE cloud: How vaſt is the extent, how delicate the tex - 
ture, of that ſbawery arch ! It compaſſeth the heavens, 
e vith a glorious circle: and makes us forget the hor- 
y. rors of the ſtorm. Elegant its form, and rich its tinc- 
d. J tures; but more delightful its ſacred fignificancy, 
it While the violet and the roſe, bluſh in its beautiful a» 
ſpect; 3 the olive-branch ſmiles in its gracious import, þ 
It writes in radiant dyes, what the angels ſung in har- 
monious ſtrains 3 « Peace on earth, and good-will 9 
towards men. It is the ſtamp of inſurance; forthe 
continued welfare of this prefent world; and a com- 
fortable Zoken of a better ſtate, and happier kingdom: 
—a kingdom, where a rainbow is repreſented, as ſur- 
rounding the throne “; to intimate, that there ſtorms 
ſhall beat, and Winter pierce no more; but one un: 
bounded Spring for Peel ever bloc 
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Auer or le 2% iluftrated in this W. ORK, 


B. "As Dr "IR = in bis A. to his excel- 
Lent book of Travels, and ſeveral other authors of 
the greateſt eminence, have given an index of ſcrip- 
ture, occaſionally explained in their writings; 1 
doubt not, but 1 ſhall oblige many of my readers, by 


4 | + "what I here ſubjoin ; thoſe eſpecially, whoſe taſte is 
BF. , happily formed to reli ids the beauties of the ſacred 
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